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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 17th June 2022 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

High Expectations and Standards across the School 

 

Once again we find ourselves oversubscribed for year 7 places next academic year, with more 

and more families putting forward appeals to try and secure a place for their child at Unsworth 

Academy. It is our very high expectations regarding standards of uniform, equipment 

behaviour and effort that attract discerning families to our wonderful school and ensure that 

we remain firmly on track on our “Good to Great” journey. Next week we will welcome senior 

leaders from other schools to Unsworth Academy, to work and learn with  us,  as we support 

them on their own school improvement journeys. We are proud to be a beacon of good 

practice. We have worked incredibly hard to reach this point and we know you and our 

learners expect nothing less than this. And, as we move through this final half term of the 

academic year, we will not allow these standards to slip. We expect all our learners to continue 

to be in school, on time, fully equipped and ready to learn. Thankyou for your support.  

 

Year 11 GCSE Exams  

 

Year 11 have once again continued to revise and sit their exams in an exemplary manner. A 

big thankyou to all year 11’s for the mature way in which they have conducted themselves 

and responded to their guided study revised timetable. There are two very important 

Chemistry and Physics exams next week, so please ensure your child continues to focus on 

their revision this weekend. Not long to go! The end is in sight and this hard work will pay 

off! Please be reminded that full school uniform must be worn for all remaining 

exams and revision sessions. 

 

Year 11 Uniform Donation 

 

As you will all be aware, the current financial climate is proving especially challenging. As an 

inclusive school community we are determined to support all our learners and their families. 

We would be most grateful for any donations of uniform from our year 11s , after 

they have finished their final examination. Thankyou in advance for your support.  

 

Years 7 to 10 End of Year  Exams  

 

These very important examinations start on Monday 20th June. All learners have been given 

a copy of their exam timetable and copies have been e-mailed out to all parents/carers today 

as well. Copies of these exam timetables are also available on our school website under the 

For Parents tab. Revision materials are being uploaded on to  Show My Homework and all 

teachers and support staff are supporting our learners to prepare for these key assessments. 

The focus of all assemblies this week has been on the importance of revision and effective 

revision techniques. Please can you ensure your child is revising thoroughly at home. There 

are some great examples of all the revision that is taking place in school on our Twitter feed 

as well, so please take a look. Please ensure your child has all the necessary equipment 

in a clear plastic pencil case, including a scientific calculator, and arrives at school 

on time. 
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Bury Hospice Innovation Challenge Winners 

 

On Wednesday 15th June, myself and Miss Owen (Business Support Assistant)  had the 

pleasure of taking our Student Leadership Charity Sub-committee to the Bury Hospice 

School’s Business Innovation Challenge 2022 awards ceremony at the Bolholt Hotel, Bury. All 

15 learners presented behaved in an exemplary manner throughout the event. They were an 

absolute credit to our school. Their presentation stood out from the other teams, as did the 

amount of monies raised. We won 4 of the 6 awards: 

 

• Best Publicity 

• Best Business Plan 

• Most Money Raised  

And….OVERALL WINNERS!!!! 

 

This is an absolute fantastic achievement for our whole school community. The CEO of Bury 

Hospice along with all the other judges, was blown away with all that our wonderful team has 

achieved. There are some amazing photos on Twitter some please do take a look at them !  

 

Our Business mentors, Christian  and Sarah from financialopts.co.uk were really supportive 

and came into school to advise our learners on viable business ideas. This is what Christian 

had to say about the awards ceremony: 

 

“All the students from Unsworth Academy who participated were nothing less than incredible and I have 
to say, they absolutely smashed the challenge out of the park..! A credit to you and the rest of your 
team. Sarah and I felt immensely proud yesterday and humbled at the same time, as it was an absolute 
privilege to work with you and such outstanding students.” 
  
Spanish Department Visit to University of Manchester 

 

On Wednesday  15th June Miss Walsh and Mr Gilchrist accompanied a group of year 10 

learners to Manchester University. It was yet another absolutely brilliant enrichment event 

for our learners.  They were able to put their Spanish skills to good use in the subtitling 

workshop, and  also experienced their first university style tutorial in German! They gained a 

real insight into studying languages at university as well as  university life in general.  Again, 

these learners were fantastic ambassadors for the school. A big thankyou to Miss Walsh for 

organising this visit. Check out the photos on Twitter!  

 

Science Department Industrial Cadets Winners 

 

Wednesday was also the final assessment day for our year 8 Bronze Industrial Cadets. For 

the last 12 weeks they  have been working on a project, funded by Scottish Power, to design 

a sustainable garden.  

The learners had to consider who would use the garden, find a suitable location for it and 

create their very own design concept. They conducted a series of tests to determine the type 

and fertility of the soil. Then, in conjunction with their industry mentor, they found out what 

types of plants would be suitable and  where to source them sustainably. Then they costed 

up the project.   
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Their work was then assessed by a panel of experts from the fuel industry, who quizzed our 

learners about all aspects of their project, from the initial design to how they performed as a 

team.   

We are  very proud to say our learners rose to the challenge and impressed the panel so 

much so that they won the award! Indeed, one of the industry judges was so impressed that 

they have offered financial support to bring the garden to life on our school site! Brilliant! A 

big thankyou to Doctor Marshall for running this Science Award.  

 

Science Department VBOX Competition 

 

As part of the STEAM enrichment programme, a team of 6 year 7 students have the opportunity 
to design and construct a robot to complete against 10 local schools in a circuit challenge. Great 
enrichment from the Science Department! 
 

Contacting parents/learners during the school day 

 

Please can all parents/carers be reminded that any phone or text communication 

between school and home during the school day MUST be via the school reception 

telephone. A small number of learners are contacting home requesting that their 

parents/carers come and pick them up from school as they are apparently feeling unwell, and 

we know nothing about this. If a learner is feeling unwell or wishes to contact home then they 

must inform a member of staff. Likewise, if a parent wishes to contact their child in school 

then they too must go through the school reception telephone. Thankyou for your support in 

this matter.  

 

Parents’ Forum Tuesday 5th July 6.45pm to 7.30pm 

 

Our final Parents’ Forum of this academic year will take place in school on Tuesday 5th July. 

Please note: this forum is for discussion of school wide development and not to raise any 

matters regarding individual children. The agenda is as follows:  

 

1. Years 7 to 10 end of term exams feedback 

2. Teaching and Learning, Curriculum and Digital Strategy update 

3. Staffing update 

4. Community Support 

5. Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare update.  

 

If you would like to attend then please either ring the school or contact us via 

information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk to confirm your attendance.   

 

Are you eligible for Free School Meals?  

 

More than 173,000 learners in state funded primary schools (17%) and nearly 108,000 in 

secondary education (16%) qualify for Free School Meals but do not claim them. Our school, 

like the vast majority of other schools, uses a cashless system to ensure all eligible learners 

are not identified separately and all learners  are treated equally in the dining rooms. All 

families are facing rising energy bills and food costs, so please do check to see if you are 

entitled to this additional support. Please follow this link to apply for Free School 
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Meals: https://www.bury.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals If anyone needs support to complete an 

application, please contact Mrs Power via information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk. 

 

Year 9 Vaccinations  

 

Vaccinations for Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio (School Leaver Booster), Meningococcal ACWY 

will take place as follows: Thursday 23rd June (Boys) 

 

Warm Weather – Be Prepared 

 

With the weather set to warm up again can you please ensure that your child has a refillable  

water bottle for school. Please be reminded that fizzy and/or energy drinks are not allowed 

in school. Learners are also  advised to bring in sunscreen and a sun hat on especially warm 

days.  

 

Thank you for your support.  

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

 

Mrs S Armstrong 

Academy Principal 
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