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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 17th December 2021 

 
Dear Parents /Carers, 

We have made it to the end of term and the start of the much needed Festive break. 
Our approach this  Autumn term has been very much “onwards and upwards” on our 
good to great journey, and our 2021/2022 academic year has got off to a flying start.  
282 (31%) of our learners have zero negative behaviour points and 615 (68%)  have 

less than 5 negative behaviour points this term. There have been 56 Golden Ticket 
Nominees, with 2 learners gaining 2 Golden Tickets for Outstanding Contribution to 

the school.  A big thankyou goes out to Miss Power and all the pastoral team for 
ensuring that our end of year assemblies have focused on all the amazing 
achievements of our learners. 

Our 12 Days of Christmas Attendance Drive has been a phenomenal success; there 
is no doubt that this incentive has ensured that many more learners have made the 
effort to get into school for the last two weeks of term. Our attendance figure of 92% 

for the last twelve days of term is 5% above the current national figure. This is 
fantastic and has kicked started a whole new understanding from all learners with 

regard to how important it is to have great attendance to school. Lots of rewards 
have been given out and we are already working hard on our Spring term attendance 
campaign. Staff attendance continues to be exemplary at 97%. I cannot thank Team 

Unsworth enough for their relentless determination to be in school  and supporting 
all our learners to achieve their very best.  

When we return to school in January, we will continue to raise the bar and  praise 

and reward all those who work hard and are proud to be ambassadors of the school.   

Unsworth Academy Showcase of Talent Thursday 16t December  
 

A huge thankyou to Miss Gallagher for organising this fantastic evening. Some truly 
brilliant talent was on show and the audience were supportive and encouraging 
throughout. What a great night!  

 
 

A fond farewell to Mr. Allen -Year 11 Pastoral Leader 
 
Mr. Allen is leaving us today to take up a post as a family support worker for Bolton 

Council. He has made a significant contribution to supporting many of our learners 
and their families, and he will be sadly missed by staff and learners alike.  We wish 

him every success in his new role. Mr. O’Hara will join us in January as the new 
Pastoral Leader for this year group and we look forward to working with him.  
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Charity begins with Unsworth Academy  

 
This term alone we have raised: 

 
Jeans for Genes Day-£509.82 
Macmillan Cake Sale-£300 

BBC Children in Need-£567.69 
Save the Children Xmas Jumper Day-£233.10 

 
Making a grand total of £1610.61 
 

Together We Can Appeal  
 

As well as raising the above monies, this year we have also managed to collect a 
whopping 1105 cans as well as nappies, toiletries etc. This year’s donations have 
gone to the foodbank at St. Andrew’s Church on the Hillock estate, Whitefield. 

Unfortunately, their foodbank has just recently been broken into, so our donations 
could not have come at a better time. Well done everyone! Care in the community 

at its very best.  
 
Vaccination 

 
All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer 

of the vaccine, including boosters. 
Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people 
and adults, and benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to 

catch the virus and less likely to pass it on. 
To book a vaccination, please visit:  

Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccination – NHS (www.nhs.uk) 
 
Face coverings 

 
Face coverings should be worn in communal areas in all settings by staff, visitors and 

pupils or students in year 7 and above, unless they are exempt. 
Pupils or students (in year 7 or above) should continue to wear face coverings on 

public and dedicated school transport, unless they are exempt. Please ensure you 
provide masks for your child to wear on public transport and in school in 
communal areas.  

 
Testing 

 
All educational and childcare settings should continue to encourage staff and students 
to test twice weekly using lateral flow device (LFD) tests. 
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Latest  update for parents/carers from DFE on returning to school in January 

2022  
 

Please use the link below to view the latest guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-
need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-

the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-
carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges 

 
Year 11 GCSE Summer Exams 2022 
 

Year 11 Summer exams are still scheduled to go ahead, and it is therefore very 
important that year 11 learners plan some considerable revision time into the two-

week break. Mr. Orrell will send out the Summer exam timetable to all year 11’s in 
a separate e-mail today.  
 

Year 11 Parents/Carers Evening Thursday 13th January 2022 
 

We look forward to welcoming year 11 parents and carers on Thursday 13th January 
2022 for this extremely important event. Please make every effort to attend. The 
booking system is open from 17/12/2021 12.15pm to 13/01/2022 12pm. Please see 

the separate letter sent to all year 11 parents and carers today which includes all the 
information you need to book your appointments.  

 
Year 10 Science Set changes 
 

This term our year 10 learners completed robust assessments across the three 
Sciences. Our year 10 Science teachers have met and discussed these and decided 

to adjust the groups to ensure that learners are in the group that reflects their recent 
academic performance and class work. These changes will be made over the 
Christmas holiday period. If you would like to discuss any of these changes, please 

contact our Head of Science Mr Nield. 
 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations Thursday 6th January 2022 
 

The Immunisation team will be in school again to complete the rest of the Nasal Flu 
Vaccination programme on Thursday 6th January 2022, as not all year groups were 
vaccinated on Wednesday 1st December. As always if you have any questions about 

vaccinations please contact team using this email address: 
Pcn-tr.buryschoolimms@nhs.net  

 
Uniform, Coats, Bags, Equipment for the new Spring Term 
 

Please ensure that your child is fully prepared to start the Spring term 2022. Learners 
must arrive in full school uniform and wearing proper school shoes. Learners must 

ensure that all our expectations regarding coats, shoes, bags, equipment, jewellery 
etc are met. No false nails. No false eyelashes. No hoodies. No piercings. No designer 
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sportswear. Everyone should know this by now. Learners who do not follow school 

policy will be challenged.  
 

On site Covid Testing Tuesday 4th January 2021 
 
The government has asked all secondary schools to run testing at the start of the 

Spring term to curb the spread of Covid after Christmas. To accommodate for this 
testing, the DFE have given all schools permission to stagger their return to school. 

 
Our onsite testing centre will be open for one day only, on Tuesday 4th January 
and the timetable for learners to come to school to be tested is as follows: 

 

Year  Time 

Year 7 

09.00am-12.00pm Year 8  

Year 9 

Year 10 

12.30-2.00pm 

Year 11 

 

Testing will take place as usual in the Sports Hall, and learners will not be required 
to wear their school uniform. If you have already consented to your child being 
tested, you do not need to do this again. If you have not consented previously but 

would now like your child to be tested, please use this form to complete the consent 
form: https://forms.office.com/r/a0vhnEGX60 

 
The deadline for submitting consent is Monday 3rd January 2022 at 9am.  
 

All learners will therefore return to school at the normal time, on Wednesday 
5th January 2022.   

 
Thank you for your continued support. Wishing you a very safe and peaceful Festive 
season, and all the very best for 2022. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 

Mrs. Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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