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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 12th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents /Carers, 

 
Attendance Drive 
 

A big thankyou for your fantastic support as we push on to ensure attendance to 
school is the best that it can possibly be. Mrs Power – Deputy Principal (Personal 

Development Behaviour and Welfare), is working closely with Mrs Chamberlain, our 
in-house attendance officer. As from Monday 15th November, there will be an 
attendance review day, every week, during form time. Learners will be asked to 

review their last week’s attendance and the impact that this has had on their progress 
and engagement with school life. Next week we are also introducing individualised, 

personal and bespoke Attendance Support plans for identified learners. The Unsworth 
“Families in Partnership” Programme, led by Mr Leyland (Assistant 
Principal/Designated Safeguarding Lead)  is also supporting our most hard to reach 

families. As you can see, we are determined that no learners will miss out on their 
education and all that is has to offer our learners.  

 
Year 11 Update 
 

Mocks - Monday 8th November to Monday 15th November 2021 
 

Again a big thankyou for all your support. The first round of year 11 mocks has got 
off to a flying start. Attendance has been exemplary, and learners are working really 
hard to secure good results. Our external invigilators have again been very impressed 

with the attitude and behaviour of our year 11’s. On Monday 15th November all 
learners sit their last of 3 Maths papers and History candidates will sit their paper 2 

as well. So please encourage your child to continue with their revision over the 
weekend. Please contact Mr Orrell via information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk 
if you require any additional information or advice regarding your child’s year 11 

mock examinations. 
 

 
Parents’ Forum Tuesday 16th November 6.00pm to 6.45pm 

 
This forum provides a valuable opportunity for parents/carers to meet with myself, 
Mr Fair and Mrs Power to discuss school wide developments to improve our offer to 

all learners. Please note: this forum is not appropriate to raise any matters regarding 
individual children. We welcome your input and feedback. If you wish to attend then 

please contact Mrs Owen at r.owen@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk  
 
Please Support our Careers Programme 

 
Another polite ask for parents/carers to support our drive to further enhance our 

Careers. A strong school careers programme is key to raising aspirations and  
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 

improving outcomes. We are seeking to enhance our offer by seeking the support of 
our own parents/carers, who have a wealth of experience in a wide range of different 

careers and professions. In the Spring and Summer terms and from years 7 to 11, 
we are hoping to hold events including Careers Talks, Careers Workshops and 
Careers “Speed Dating” style events to inform and educate our learners about a wide 

range of possible future career pathways. Your input however small, will be 
invaluable.  If you think you could support us or would like further information then 

please contact Mrs Owen  at r.owen@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk 
 
SET SURVEYS – Autumn Term 2 

 
As a Shaw Education Trust School we are committed to building a culture of feedback 

in order to support our school improvement drive. The Autumn Term Parent/Carer 
Survey window will open today and close on Friday 3rd December 2021. Please follow 
the link below to complete the survey (you can also access the link via our website 

and Twitter feed):   
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/ParentalSurveyTerm3 

 

The previous Parent/Carer SET survey took place last Summer term and the feedback 
was very, very  pleasing.  However, there were areas you told us we needed to work 

on, as outlined below: 
 

1. Making parents/carers more aware of what children will learn throughout 

the year. 

2. Greater support for children’s wider personal development. 

Point number 1: This has been addressed through our: 

 

• reinstated face to face “Flying Start Evenings” which took place during 

Autumn term 1. 

• roll out of our face to face Parents’ Evenings as per the school calendar 

(available on our website) 

• re-vamped curriculum plans (available on our website) 

• updated learner progress reports, which now outline the key assessments we 

have built into all schemes of work.  

Point number 2: Again, the pandemic severely hampered our work in this key area.  
Post pandemic, we are moving on apace, addressing this point through, for example, 

our: 

 

• extensive charity work 

• assembly rota 

• extensive enrichment programme (copy on the website) which includes our  

STEAM programme, music performance opportunities every Friday lunchtime 

in the Atrium, the Duke of Edinburgh Award, Young Enterprise and the  
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extended Project Qualification Club.  

• New Student Leadership team with its wide range of sub-committees 

• Anti-Bullying Ambassadors, Languages Ambassadors and Student Librarians 

• Raising aspirations programme led by Barclays Life Skills 

We look forward to your feedback over the coming weeks.   

 
Children in Need Week -Monday 15th November to Friday 19th November  
 

Several fun events are taking place next week to raise money for Children in Need. 
From Monday 15th November to Friday 19th November learners will be able to “Guess 

the Name of The Bear” (it’s gorgeous!) and Guess the Number of Sweets in the Jar. 
Learners can have a go for a minimum of 20p every break and lunchtime in the 
Atrium. On Friday 19th November, all learners are invited to “Wear Something 

Cheerful for Children in Need”, and for a £1 donation they can swop out an item of 
school uniform for a colourful  alternative (all colours welcome!). For example they 

can swop their shoes for brightly coloured trainers, their shirt for a t-shirt or football 
top and so on. Homemade biscuits will also be on sale for 20p each in the Food 
Technology room (G5) on Friday lunchtime.  

 
Challenges for children have been made even more difficult by Covid- 19 and we 

want to raise as much money as possible to support children who: 
• have lost a loved one 

• aren’t safe 

• are living in poverty  

• are lonely or isolated  

• have life threatening conditions  

• have challenges with mental health 

Together We Can Appeal 2021 
 

On Monday 22nd  November we will launch our “Together We Can Appeal”. This appeal 
has been running for several years now, and year on year we have seen an increase 

in the number of cans of food our learners and their families have kindly donated, to 
support local foodbanks over the festive season. If each learner were to bring in just 
two cans of food, we would be able to donate over 1,800 cans to those most in need. 

If you can (no pun intended!) please pop a couple of tins of beans or soup etc into 
your shopping trolley and send them into school. Form mentors will collect them in 

during form time. 
 
A big thankyou to the Student Leadership Team for leading on this important Charity 

work. You are amazing! 
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Cold Weather – Coats Needed 

 
With the weather turning colder we would kindly ask that all learners wear a warm 

coat to school. Please be reminded that hoodies are not allowed.  
 
Year 8 HPV Vaccine Dose 1 - Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 17th November 
  
The Immunisation Team will be in school on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 

18th November to deliver dose 1 of the HPV Vaccine to Year 8.   
 If you have any questions about the vaccinations, please contact the school nursing 
team directly on 0161 798 2160.   
 
Thankyou for your continued support. Have a great weekend.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

 
 

 
Mrs Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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