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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 22nd October 2021 
 
Dear Parents /Carers, 
 
This has been a very busy and rewarding half term. A big thankyou to all our staff, 
learners and parents/carers for their support and positivity. It is this incredible support 
which has enabled us to ensure that we are able to push on with our school improvement 
drive.   
 
Covid 19 Vaccinations out of school 
 
NHS England will soon be opening an additional offer for 12 to 15 year olds to get their 
COVID-19 vaccine out of school, such as through vaccination centres. This offer will run 
in parallel to the in-school vaccination programme. Parents of children aged 12 to 15 will 
receive a letter from the NHS with more information on the vaccination programme 
shortly, including information about how to book an appointment out of school, if this 
option is preferred. If you have any questions about the vaccinations, please do not 
contact school directly as we are only facilitating the vaccination programme. Please 
contact the school nursing team on 0161 798 2160. 
 
Year 11 Mocks - Monday 8th November to Monday 15th November 2021 
 
All year 11 learners have now been issued with their mock GCSE timetable. There is also 
a copy on the school’s website.  Please can all year 11 parents  and carers ensure 
that their child prioritises revision for these key exams over the next four weeks, 
which includes half term.  This is especially important as many colleges are already 
asking learners  to provide estimated grades on their application forms.  
 
All year 11 learners have been guided to: 
plan a realistic and comprehensive revision timetable 
revise the subjects they need to revise the most, as opposed  to those they enjoy the 
most 
go to all the after-school period 6 revision classes 
use the SENECA online revision platform 
ask their teachers for additional past papers/extra work  
remember that thorough revision will lead to great exam results, which will really be worth 
it in the long run 
Please contact Mr Orrell via information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk if you 
require any additional information or advice regarding your child’s year 11 mock 
examinations.  
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Quality Assurance of our Quality of Education 
 
Our school improvement work continues apace, and Mr Fair, Deputy Principal with 
responsibility for Teaching and Learning, is leading our quality assurance programme to 
further improve standards of teaching and learning. This term we are running weekly 
“Deep Dives”  in all departments across the school. The Senior Leadership Team are 
working in partnership alongside our heads of department, and  these deep dives include: 
years 7 to 11 curriculum reviews, lesson observations and drop ins, work scrutinies and 
learner voice panels. These deep dives are proving to be invaluable, helping us to clearly 
identify, celebrate and share good practice, and at the same time ensure that 
interventions are put in place to ensure our quality  of education offer  is consistently great 
across the school.  
 
Whole School Attendance Drive 
 
There is no doubt that the pandemic has created challenges for all schools regarding 
attendance. However, moving forward and regardless of these challenges,  we are duty 
bound to ensure that we now do everything we possibly can  to secure significant 
improvements in learner attendance. Some parents/carers may feel that this is a tough 
approach to take. However, here at Unsworth Academy, “tough care” is what we are all 
about and we make no apology for this. Furthermore, our staff lead by example, with an 
exemplary staff attendance record, which is consistently around 97.5%.  
 
96% attendance is our attendance target for all learners and, in order to support all 
learners to meet this target, after half term we will be highlighting attendance in form times 
every week. This will ensure each learner is able to reflect upon and review their own 
personal  attendance record and empower them to understand the importance of good 
attendance to school.  They will add their weekly attendance figure to their individual  
Learner Progress Folder on a weekly basis  and also discuss this with their form mentor. 
Furthermore, bespoke interventions will also be put in place for individual learners whose 
attendance is of particular concern.  Please can you make every effort to ensure that your 
child attends school every day.  Every lesson and every day really does count. The more 
your child attends school, the more they will gain from their school experience and the 
more prepared and confident they will feel about their school life, their upcoming 
assessments and their examinations (details to be found on the school website). Your 
child will never have this time again in school, and we want to ensure they leave with the 
best life habits, skills and qualifications, which will be so important for them for the rest of 
their lives. Thankyou in advance for your support.  
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Drop Down Careers and Progress review morning – Friday 22nd October  
 
During periods 1 and 2 today all our learners had the opportunity to stop and reflect upon 
their academic progress and achievements at school to date. All learners have been 
issued with our new learner progress files in which they will record all their achievements, 
(both academic and non- academic), attendance records and progress records. Year 11 
learners also had the opportunity to work on their personal statements for their college 
applications, as well as practise their interview techniques. A big thankyou to Mr Orrell, 
Assistant Principal and Outcomes lead for organising this important morning.  
 
Uniform Drive 
 
As you are already aware, expectations with regard to our school uniform are very high. 
It is brilliant  to see the vast majority of our learners wearing their uniforms correctly and 
with such pride for their school. As the weather turns colder, many learners are now 
bringing coats or wearing non- branded plain v neck grey school jumpers under their 
blazers. This is great to see.  However, a small minority of learners continue to challenge 
our expectations regarding how we expect our school uniform to be worn. This is not 
acceptable, and to turn a blind eye is to say we are not supporting all those learners who 
follow our uniform school rules, day in and day out. Furthermore, we want all our learners 
to be prepared and understand to understand the importance of professional dress in the 
wider world . 
 
So, just to clarify:  
Skirts must not be rolled over or hitched up and worn short.  
Socks must be black and no longer than knee length. Black tights can be worn.  
False eyelashes,  false nails, make up or piercings are not allowed.  
Jewellery, with the exception of a watch, is not allowed.  
Hoodies are not allowed.  
 
Immediately after half term, from Monday 1st November onwards, Mrs Power, Deputy 
Principal responsible for Personal Development, Behaviour and Welfare, will be 
introducing our Uniform Reports. Any learner placed on report will bring their  report home 
to  be signed by their parent/carer. Sanctions for failing to follow these very reasonable, 
straightforward expectations, will include detentions, parental meetings and possibly 
being removed from reward trips and activities. Please speak to your child regarding the 
importance of wearing our uniform correctly and with pride. Please ensure your child 
does not have any semi-permanent/false eyelashes, false nails or piercings over 
the half term and thereafter.  If you have any questions then please do contact Mrs 
Power at school via information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk.  
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ACADEMY 

 
Unsworth Academy is now a  Young Enterprise School!  
 
Young Enterprise is the UK’s leading charity that empowers young people to harness 
their personal and business skills. Through the programme a group of 20 year 10 learners 
will be able to gain practical experience of business, through setting up and running a 
student company. We are so pleased that Mr McManus has stepped up and  is leading 
this exciting new initiative for our school. He has shared the application process with the 
entire year group, and any interested year 10 learner will need to submit a brief letter of 
interest by the closing date which is  Monday 1st November.  
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award update 
 
As one of only  two schools in Bury offering the D of E Award, it was great to see 
approximately 40 year 10 learners at the D of E meeting last night. A big thankyou to Mr 
Swan for leading this programme for our learners. Yet another fantastic example of our 
staff going the extra mile for our young people.  
 
Austria Ski Trip February 2023 
 
We are delighted that Mr Peacock and his team are dusting off their ski gear to enable 
our ski trip to run once again. In all the previous years the trip has run, we have struggled 
to fill all the available places. This year however, the situation has been quite the opposite 
and we have literally been  inundated with requests and deposits  for places, (of which 
there are only 43). Therefore myself, Mrs Power and Mr Peacock are getting together to 
prioritise allocation of places in the fairest way possible, and using the following criteria:  
 
Priority 1: Year 10 - good behaviour and attendance (excluding Covid related)- (this will 
be the last chance for this year group to go).  
 
Priority 2: Year 9 and 8 - good behaviour and attendance (excluding Covid related). 
 
Priority 3: Year 7 – all applicants  for places have good attendance and behaviour records, 
so we are going to have to put their names in an electronic random name generator and 
allocate places this way. (This year group will have the most opportunity to go on one or 
more ski trips in the future.) 
 
If you child is on the  list for the ski trip February 2023 you will receive an e-mail confirming 
their place on the trip on Monday 1st November. If your child has been unsuccessful we 
will reimburse your deposit on Monday 1st November. Learners who have good behaviour 
and attendance records and did  not secure a place this time will be placed on the waiting 
list for the ski trip February 2024. Thankyou in advance for your support and 
understanding.  
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Free School Meals Over Half Term 
 
We will be issuing vouchers to all eligible families to cover Free school meals over the 
half term holidays to the value of £15 per child. As previously, these will be emailed and 
sent by text.  
For help with Free school meal Evouchers please contact: 
https://help.evouchers.com/hc/en-gb 
 
 
Year 7 to 11 Rewards Assemblies  
 
A big thankyou to all our pastoral managers and heads of progress for organising these 
assemblies. It is really important that our learners are publicly rewarded  for all their hard 
work and efforts.  Well done everyone! There are some lovely photos of learners receiving 
rewards on our twitter feed. Please do take a look.  
 
Have a lovely half term. We look forward to seeing all our learners back in school, on 
time, on Monday 1st November.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 

 
Mrs Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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