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Friday 16th July 2021                                                                    

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have only had  to send three very small bubbles home this week, one in year 8, one in year 
9 and one in year 10.  This equates to approximately 50 learners. Whilst this is very frustrating 
for these learners and their families,  I know from speaking to colleagues at other schools, that 
our “sending home to self-isolate” numbers are very low in comparison. The vast majority of our 
learners are wearing their face masks as expected  and they are also regularly and routinely 
sanitising hands and desks as directed by staff. I am confident that these control measures are 
helping us to keep as many learners as possible in school.  As per my letter to you last week, 
please be reminded of the changes in DFE guidance from Monday 19th July 2021: 
  
Latest Covid 19 Update (taken from DFE Schools COVID-19 operational guidance issued 
this week) – applies from Monday 19th July 2021.  
 
Regardless of these changes, we will of course continue to ensure our control measures remain 
in place by ensuring  good hygiene for everyone.  Hands will still be sanitised upon entry to 
the school building and classrooms. Desks will still be sanitised after every lesson. Our cleaning 
team will continue to maintain appropriate cleaning regimes and we will keep occupied spaces 
well ventilated.  
 
Key changes  
 

1. Tracing close contacts and isolation 
 
“From Step 4, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education settings will 
no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing.” This means that, from Monday 19th July, if 
your child tests positive for CV19, NHS Test and Trace will contact you, for you to assist them 
with contact tracing. We as a school will no longer be required to provide close contact 
information and ask groups of children to self-isolate. NHS Test and Trace will contact the 
parents/carers of those children directly. As per the DfE guidance below, we may still be  

contacted by local health protection teams to assist this process: 

“Settings will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in the case of a local 
outbreak. If there is an outbreak in a setting or if central government offers the area an enhanced 
response package, a director of public health might advise a setting to temporarily reintroduce 
some control measures.”  

2. When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test  
 
“Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what 
to do. They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result 
or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on COVID-19 (for 
example, they are required to quarantine). If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 
symptoms, however mild, you should send them home and they should follow public health 
advice.” 
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3. Face Masks 
 
“From Step 4, face coverings will no longer be advised for pupils, staff and visitors either in 
classrooms or in communal areas. From Step 4, face coverings are also no longer recommended 
to be worn on dedicated transport to school or college and are no longer legally required on public 
transport.  However, on Monday 12th July , the Prime Minister also said ‘we expect and 
recommend people wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed spaces where you come into 
contact with those you don’t normally meet such as on public transport’. The DFE have therefore 
updated their operational guidance for settings which now “recommends that face coverings 
are worn on dedicated transport to school or college when prevalence is high. This will be 
kept under review.” So, in line with this latest guidance, please  encourage your child to wear 
their face mask if they travel to school on the bus. 
 
From Monday 19th July, no learner or member of staff will be required to wear a mask in 
school,  but those who wish to do so, will of course be able to. However, as per the DFE 
guidance, “If you have an outbreak in your school, a director of public health might advise you 
that face coverings should temporarily be worn in communal areas or classrooms (by pupils 6 
staff and visitors, unless exempt).” 
 
 
Twitter Showcases our Thriving School Community 
 
Despite the challenges of the pandemic, Unsworth Academy continues to go from strength to 
strength. There are so many great things going on, during lessons and after school. This week 
our learners have also had the opportunity to work collaboratively with colleagues from Holy 
Cross and The Royal Exchange. On Monday evening we welcome our new year 7’s to our New 
Intake Evening, and on Wednesday we will hold  fabulous party for our year 11’s. I cannot thank 
the staff enough for all they do-  they are amazing! 
 
 
Poetry By Heart – another Good News Story 
 
Our poet in residence Oliver Lomax, has worked alongside our learners during the pandemic, to 
create a fantastic poem, entitled “Togetherness and Unity”. Mr Lomax will accompany Miss Leech 
and two of our learners, who were involved in writing the poem, entitled, “Togetherness and Unity” 
to a fantastic two day celebratory event in London this weekend. Please have a read of the article 
in the Bury Times: https://www.burytimes.co.uk/news/19440969.students-unsworth-academy-
honoured-globe-theatre-alongside-poet/ and look out for photos on our Twitter feed. 
 
 
Mental Health and Well -Being – Support over the Summer 
 
As we head towards the summer holidays it is important to remember that mental health and well-
being is important for self-care. There are a number of useful websites that help promote this and 
offer helpful tips and strategies that learners can use at any time. Please see below: 

• Healthy Young minds - www.healthyyoungmindspennine.nhs.uk 
• young minds - www.youngminds.org.uk 
• Mind - www.sidebyside.mind.org.uk 
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Leaners have free access to www.kooth.com which is free, safe, and anonymous support for 
mental well-being as well. 
 
 
There are several blogs recommended for young people including: 

• The Balanced Life which promotes well-being through gentle exercise and free workouts 
online 

• The NAMI blog offers the chance to ask questions as well as understand a variety of 
mental health issues 

• Healthful UK offer easy to read information about staying healthy 

There are also some useful apps that can be downloaded for free including: 

• Smiling Mind offers structured mindfulness programs 
• Breathe2relax teaches structured breathing to help stabilise mood, reduce anger and 

manage stress 
• Headspace can help improve focus, exercise mindful awareness, and relieve anxiety. 

If you have concerns about safeguarding you can contact the designated school email address: 
safe@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk or telephone 07818 511717 
 
 
Year 10 Virtual Work Experience 2nd to 13th August 2021 – please help your child to sign 
up! 
 
Provided by Springpod, this offer will really give our learners the chance to take control of their 
future this Summer, ensuring they come back to school in September more prepared than ever 
for their final school year. Please ensure your child signs up for this valuable work 
experience opportunity. See below this Dyson Perrins Academy year 10 pupil - one of 22,000+ 
students who went through work experience with us in June. ‘Rather than let the pandemic stop 
him’ he’s completed Virtual Work Experience in both law and politics, learning with speakers from 
the likes of the BBC, Brabners Law Firm and Public Health England. 
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There are over 20 programmes which are completely free for students (and always will be). They 
include everything from politics and journalism, to sustainability and engineering and can be 
completed at times that suit your students. Most notably, they offer a certificate great for CVs, 
cover letters and future interviews upon completion. 
 
You can view all the August programmes, open to applications from students aged 14 - 19 
below: 
https://www.springpod.co.uk/virtual-work-experience 
 
Here’s the most updated PDF with all the programmes. You can view it 
at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L9cso4fsk7CcgXHu2Qwqe3UWba8CiMwz/view 
 
End of Year Arrangements 
 
It looks like we are going to have a very warm last week here in school. Many, many learners are 
bringing environmentally friendly re-fillable water bottles to school, which they can re-fill  during 
the day.  This really is great to see. If they do not already have one, please can you ensure your 
child has such a water bottle for school next week. We also strongly recommend your child comes 
to school wearing sunscreen and brings in a sun hat to wear outside.  
 
Next week we have revised our timetable to include some lovely end of term activities,  including 
year group Sports Days, film and picnic afternoons. A big thankyou to the PE team and the 
pastoral team for organising what will be a super week.  
 
Please be advised that the school will close early at 12.25pm on Thursday 22nd July.  
Learners entitled to a free school meal will be able to pick up a grab bag before they leave. The 
bus companies and crossing patrol have also been advised of our early closure. 
 
Start of term arrangements September 2021 
 
As you will all be aware, the number of people testing positive for Coronavirus continues to rise 
and rise. Throughout the Summer holidays, and as restrictions ease,  our learners will no doubt  
be mixing with lots and lots of other people, both at home and abroad . In order to mitigate risk 
and ensure the most safe and successful return to school for all our staff and learners, we are 
once again looking to take  a very carefully considered and sensible approach, an approach which 
served us well on our last return to school after the second lockdown, and one which takes into 
full account the DFE guidance on re-opening schools for  September 2021. We are just in the 
process of finalising our plans and full details will be shared with you in my next letter which I will 
send out early next week.  
 
Thankyou once again for all your support.  
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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