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Friday 28th May 2021                                                                       Year 7 to 11 learners 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Coronavirus Update – Bring your Face Masks to School 
 
Thankfully we have only had to send one small year 8 bubble home this week. This has 
not been the case in many schools. Our vigilance around face mask wearing and hand 
sanitising continues and will continue after half term unless we receive any updated 
guidance. Thankyou again for all your support.  
 
Lateral Flow Tests for Learners Continue   
 
Learners will need to continue to test at home twice weekly during the half term period. 
As per the DfE guidance below, we will need all LFD test results (negative, positive and 
void results) to be reported to school during the half term break. 
Please report all test results via the dedicated email address only: 
testing@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk (Please note: our phone line will not be open 
during the half term break). 
If any of our learners do test positive and have been in school during the infectious period, 
we may well need to contact parents and carers over half term to advise your child to 
self-isolate. Please keep an eye out for any communication from school during half term. 
As always, we appreciate your support with this. 
 
DfE Guidance: 
“The result of a rapid test could be positive, negative or even void. But whatever it 
is, it should be reported straight away, every time. Recording all test results helps 
scientists stay ahead of the virus by spotting new outbreaks quickly and advising 
how to respond. 
 
Year 7 to 10 End of Half Term Awards Assemblies  
 
Four more fabulous assemblies took place this week, all organised by our wonderful 
heads of progress and pastoral managers. It was fantastic to see so many learners and 
their forms being rewarded for positive attitudes to learning, effort and community 
engagement. Well done everyone! 
 
Year 11 Celebration Assembly  
 
This afternoon we held the first full and proper year 11 Celebration Assembly for two 
years, and I have to say, it was absolutely fantastic! Miss Steele and the year 11 student 
council and form reps put together a brilliant programme, and it truly was a lovely way in 
which to celebrate the year 11’s time with us. This year group have seen so many 
changes since they joined us: moving out of the old school building and leaving  
Castlebrook High School and its uniform behind; joining Unsworth Academy on our new 
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site and putting on the new uniform; and last but not least, coping with all the changes 
and uncertainties thrown at us by the Covid 19 pandemic. They have coped amazingly 
well with the demands of remote learning and centre assessed GCSE grades and this 
fabulous assembly was nothing less than they deserved. A special thank you to Ray, 
Millie and Ruby for your stunning performances and to Mr Shabaz for his special guest 
appearance! I would like to say a massive thank you to all the parents and carers of our 
learners in years 7 to 10 for your support for the early closure, which meant that all the 
staff were able to join the celebrations too.   
 
The revised Year 11 timetable for Monday 7th June to Friday 18th June 2021  has 
been issued to all year 11 learners and is also be available on our website. Thankyou in 
advance to all year 11 learners and their parents/carers for supporting  this revised 
timetable 
 
Year 11 Uniform Donation 
 
We would be most grateful for any donations of school uniform from our outgoing year 
11 learners. Please drop off any items at reception. Last year your donations made a 
huge difference in  supporting us to ensure that every learner is able to come to school 
in the correct uniform and regardless of any financial challenges.   
 
School Uniform – no trainers after half term and full equipment too 
 
As you are all aware, we expect all our learners to wear their full school uniform smartly 
and with pride. Wearing our uniform in this way sends out a very clear message, namely  
that they are proud to have a place at Unsworth Academy and are proud to be part of 
team Unsworth. Recently, a small but increasing number of learners have been wearing 
trainers to school. We completely understand both the financial challenges and difficulties 
around non- essential shop closures that the pandemic has brought to some of our 
families, and we have therefore had to relax our expectation slightly this term. However, 
as from Monday 7th June, we expect all our learners to be correctly dressed at all 
times in full school uniform, which includes proper school shoes. We will quite 
rightly not condone the wearing of expensive branded trainers instead of school shoes.  
Can I also ask that parents/carers support all learners to top up their equipment. All 
learners need as a minimum a clear pencil case, two black pens, a green pen, a 
ruler, a pencil, a rubber and a school calculator. Important exams are coming up as 
well and learners must all be fully equipped. Thankyou in advance for your support.  
 
Year 7 to 10 Important Internal Exams Reminder  
 
Please be aware that these important exams will take place from Monday 21st June until 
Friday 2nd July. This week all learners have been issued with paper copies of their exam 
timetables and they have been sent out electronically to all parents/carers as well. Copies 
are also available on the school website. All subject topics to be revised have been sent 
out via Show My Homework. Please support your child by ensuring that they revise for 
these very important end of year assessments.  
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Staff Attendance – a big thankyou- you are amazing!  
 
Throughout the whole of this academic year, staff attendance has remained at around 
96.5%. This is an absolutely fantastic achievement and confirms just  how committed and 
determined all our staff are to ensure that we support all our learners to achieve their very 
best. I know I speak for you all in wishing them a very well deserved, safe and relaxing 
half term break.  
 
We also wish all parents/carers and learners, a safe and happy half term holiday. We 
look forward to seeing all learners back in school and raring to go on Monday 7th June 
2021.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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