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This booklet is about choosing the subjects that you will be studying for the next two years, (Key Stage 4). You 

will be working towards examinations from which important decisions will be made about your future. This 

booklet will help you make the best possible start by choosing your examination courses carefully. 

 

 

 

In most cases, a broad choice of courses at this stage will keep your options open for the future. As a school we 

cannot stress enough that 99% of future courses at college, apprenticeships and university will require good 

grades in English, Maths and Science. These subjects are key in ensuring all doors are open for our learner’s 

future.  

Remember that you are required to stay in education or training until you are 18. This could be at college or in 

an apprenticeship. It is a good idea to make a list of careers in which you are interested in and then get advice 

from the Careers Advisors (connexions team), who’s support will be signposted on Options Evening. Also, 

research what our post-16 providers currently offer. 

 

 

It is hoped that most learners will get their first choice of option subjects, but with a large number of learners 

all choosing different subjects, it is impossible to give everybody their top choices. You should, therefore, make 

sure that all your choices are subjects that you want to study, because it may not be possible to change 

afterwards. Please ensure you select reserve subject preferences choices as the Leadership Team will make 

choices for any learners whose forms are received without reserve subjects selected. You have been given plenty 

of time to make sure that you are certain about your decisions – use this time to speak to as many different 

people as possible. The deadline for handing in your Option Selection form is Thursday 1st April.  You must 

hand these directly to your form tutor in order for Mr Fair to process. 

 

 

 

Choose the courses you like, and you are interested in, not because your friends are picking them or due to the 

teacher – you may not have the same teacher next year.  

 

 

 

WHAT IS THIS BOOKLET ABOUT? 

HOW WILL I KNOW WHICH COURSE I NEED FOR A CAREER? 

CAN I BE SURE THAT I WILL HAVE ALL OF MY OPTION CHOICES? 

REMEMBER! 



3 
 

 

 

1. Read the information in this booklet very carefully 

2. Talk to your subject teachers, form tutors and Heads of department  

3. Talk through your choices with your parents 

4. Discuss your choices during your meeting (if appropriate) with Mr Fair and/ or Ms Osbiston 

5. Book an additional appointment with Connexions (careers advisor) in school 

6. Submit your final choices by Thursday 1st April.  

Everyone’s choices will be studied carefully. We will do our best to make sure that you have your first choice 

of courses. Some adjustments will have to be made and these will be fully discussed with you and, if necessary, 

your parents/carers. 

 

 

As you may already be aware, due to a wave of Government changes in education, you will be assessed and 

receive GCSE grades in several subjects using a new grading system when you receive your examination results 

in August 2023. 

The new system grades from 9 to 1. 

 

 

 

HOW DO I MAKE MY CHOICES? 

QUALIFICATIONS AND COURSES 
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*The above acts as a guide only.  There are many different Post 16 providers with varying 

expectations of qualifications on entry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-16 PATHWAYS 

NOTE. 

If you do not meet the required standard in Maths and English GCSE 

you will have to resit at a post 16 provider. 

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!! 

Level 2 is equivalent to GCSE 

Level 
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The English Baccalaureate (EBACC) 

The Government encourages learners to study a combination of subjects that will gain them extra recognition 

as having obtained the English Baccalaureate, which is not a qualification but a certificate, confirming that you 

have achieved the required grades in a range of subjects. The English Baccalaureate consists of English Language, 

English Literature, Maths, Science, Geography or History and one Modern Foreign Language (MFL). As most 

learners study English Language and English Literature, Maths and at least Combined Science then they would 

have to choose either Geography or History and complete a Spanish GCSE to have the full allocation of subjects 

for the complete English Baccalaureate. Learners will have to obtain a grade 4 – 9 in each subject to achieve the 

English Baccalaureate. 

 

Russell Group Universities 

The Russell Group, which represents 24 leading UK universities, has altered its standpoint with regard to advised 

subject choices.  Previously, the Group published a list of “facilitating subjects” but guidance has since changed.  

The Russell Group Informed Choices Website is now the place to explore and it is made clear on the site that 

advice is “aimed at learners aged 14 and upwards who are considering university.” 

Here is a link: informed choices.ac.uk 

 

Further Information and Guidance 

“Success at School” is a popular website that helps young people explore careers and course links. 

The link is: successatschool.org 

We would also advise researching the websites of our local post-16 providers.  This will help understand entry 

requirements for A-Level and other Level 2/ 3 courses, which may well be relevant to your Year 9 Option 

choices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://successatschool.org/
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YEAR 9 OPTIONS PREFERENCES FORM 
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What is Progress 8 and Attainment 8?  
 
Progress 8 and Attainment 8 are two measures that schools are judged against from 2016.  
They are designed to encourage schools to offer a broad and balanced curriculum at KS4.  
Progress 8 is based on learners’ progress measured across eight subjects:  
 

o English;  
o Mathematics;  
o Three other English Baccalaureate (EBacc) subjects (sciences, computer science, geography, history and 

languages). For a list of eligible qualifications see here  
o Three further subjects, which can be from the range of EBacc subjects, or can be any other GCSE or 

approved, high-value arts, academic, or vocational qualification. All the subjects being offered by our 
school are accredited within these areas.  

 
Attainment 8 is the learners’ average achievement across these eight subjects. 

 

 

For parents, the new measures aim to provide a fairer and more balanced picture of each school’s performance. 

From the image above, it is clear to see the importance of English and Maths as well as the EBACC subjects (listed 

above).  

  

PROGRESS 8 AND ATTAINMENT 8 
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Subject English Language 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA  

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE English Language 8700 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the 

final exams?  

100% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing - 50% 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives – 50%  

Speaking and Listening (Reported separately to GCSE Grade) 

 

What will I be 

studying? 

Section A: Reading 

Read broadsheet newspaper articles/novel openings and create your own questions that link to 

the exam criteria. 

For example: 

• Summarise the key points of the article/text.  What influences can be drawn from the 
text? 

• Practice comparing two similar non-fiction texts.  Can you summarise the differences? 

• Think about the language/word choices used by a writer to create impact on the reader. 
 

Section B: Writing 

Practice planning and writing short letters/articles/descriptions/narratives about subjects you 

may feel strongly about and try to include a range of rhetorical/language devices chosen to 

influence the reader and match the purpose of the writing, whether it’s describe / argue or 

persuade. 

Again, accessing specimen papers will give you topics to write about: www.aqa.org.uk 

Practice spelling, grammar and punctuation skills by accessing the following websites: 

1. www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 

2. www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

English is invaluable for your future no matter what you are aiming for. A good command of the 
spoken and written word will help you every day – and benefit all your other GCSEs too. 
Whatever you end up doing, English is a must have subject for college, university, work and life! 
From Architecture to Zoology, GCSE English will help you to: 
• work independently 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/skillswise
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• be creative 
• think critically 
• communicate your ideas with confidence (handy when you’re with your mates too!) 
• think logically. 
 
GCSE English could help you land that dream job… 
sports journalist – lawyer – film director –public relations executive – fashion journalist 
– author – newsreader – politician – actor – architect – creative director – scriptwriter 

If you do not meet the required standard in Maths and English GCSE you will have to re-sit at a post 16 

provider. 

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!! 
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Subject English Literature 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA  

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE English Literature 8702 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the 

final exams?  

100% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Two written exams: 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel (40%) 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry (60%) 

What will I be 

studying? 

Unit 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

Read ‘Macbeth’ and either ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ or ‘A Christmas Carol’ 

and develop an understanding of how the writers used influences in the society they lived in to 

produce some of the most iconic texts of all time.  Revise the characters, themes, structure and 

language to develop a sophisticated response to an exam style question.  Past papers will 

provide many different topics. 

Unit 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

Read ‘An Inspector Calls’ to explore the play’s characters, themes, structures and language. 

Consider how Priestley criticises the society around him focussing on class, gender, age and 

occupation. 

Study 15 poems as part of the Power and Conflict cluster within your anthology. Consider how 

poets use language, structure and form to present their attitudes and a speaker’s experiences of 

power and conflict. You will study areas such as the power of nature, the impact of war and 

how pride leads to conflict. 

The third and final section of this paper is the study of Unseen Poetry. Develop your personal 

response to a range of poetry and consider the writers’ intentions through their choice of 

literary methods.  

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

English Literature is a non-vocational degree – which means that it gives you some all-round 
skills that can be applied to different careers rather than training for a specific job. These skills 
include: 

• Written and other communication skills 
• Understanding complex ideas and theories 
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• Research 

Jobs such as; Media, Journalism, Publishing, Advertising, PR, Teaching and the Arts to name a 
few! 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 

www.sparknotes.com 

www.cliffsnotes.com/literature 

www.LitCharts.com 

www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english  

If you do not meet the required standard in Maths and English GCSE you will have to re-sit at a post 16 

provider. 

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
http://www.sparknotes.com/
http://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature
http://www.litcharts.com/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english
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Subject Mathematics 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

Edexcel A – 1MA1 (higher tier) 

OCR-J560 (foundation tier) 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the 

final exams?  

100% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Higher 

Paper 1: Non-Calculator (80 marks) 

1hr 30min 

Paper 2: Calculator (80 marks) 1hr 

30min 

Paper 3: Calculator (80 marks) 1hr 

30min 

Foundation 

Paper 1: Calculator (100 marks) 1hr 30min 

Paper 2: Non-Calculator (100 marks) 1hr 30min 

Paper 3: Calculator (80 marks) 1hr 30min 

 

What will I be 

studying? 

All three papers test knowledge, understanding and how to apply skills from the following main 

areas: 

• Number 

• Algebra 

• Geometry & measures 

• Statistics and probability 

• Ratio & proportion 

The proportion of number questions compared to algebra questions is higher on the foundation 

paper than the higher. 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

Maths qualifications are considered essential or desirable for a whole host of degree subjects 
including virtually all sciences, economics and related courses and many social science courses. 
There is a national shortage of mathematicians, and employment prospects are good. To get 
some idea of careers open to those studying Maths at A Level and beyond, take a look at the 
careers section at www.plus.maths.org 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-

sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/168982-specification-gcse-mathematics.pdf 

Please note all Learners have access to a ‘learner friendly’ version of the scheme in school. 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize 

https://plus.maths.org/content/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/mathematics/2015/specification-and-sample-assesment/gcse-maths-2015-specification.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/168982-specification-gcse-mathematics.pdf
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize
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www.vle.maths 

www.corbettmaths.com 

www.mathsgenie.co.uk 

If you do not meet the required standard in Maths and English GCSE you will have to resit at a post 16 provider. 

DON’T LET THIS BE YOU!! 

http://www.vle.maths/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/


14 
 

Subject GCSE Combined Science: Trilogy 
                                             (*worth 2 GCSE grades) 
 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the final 

exams? 

 100% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Linear 
6 exams in total: 

• 2 x Biology 

• 2 x Chemistry 

• 2 x Physics 
All 6 exams higher or foundation tier 
 
Each exam:  

• 1 hour 15 minutes  

• 70 marks  

• 16.7% of GCSE 
 

What will I be 

studying? 

Biology paper 1  

Units: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics 

Required practical’s: Microscopes, Effects of osmosis on plant tissue, Food tests, Effect of pH on 

amylase, Photosynthesis 

 

Biology paper 2  

Units: Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, Variation and evolution, Ecology 

Required practical’s: Reaction time, Sampling organisms 

 

Chemistry paper 1  

Units: Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, structure and properties of matter, 

Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes 

Required practical’s: Making soluble salts, Electrolysis, Temperature changes 

 

Chemistry paper 2  

Units: The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry 

and the atmosphere, Using resources  

Required practical’s: Rates of reaction, Chromatography, Water purification 

 

Physics paper 1  

Units: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure 
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Required practical’s: Specific heat capacity, Resistance, Current/PD characteristics, Density  

 

Physics paper 2 units 

Units: Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism 

Required practical’s: Stretching a spring, Acceleration, Ripple tank, Waves in a solid, Infrared 

radiation 

 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

• Apprenticeship – Dental Assistant, Nursery Assistant, Hairdressing, CERN, BAE, Astrophysics. 

• College - Vocational – Childcare, Health and Beauty, Physiotherapy, Engineering. 

• College – A level Biology, Chemistry or Physics – Doctor, Teacher, Forensics, Vet, Nurse, 
Forensics, Agriculture, Astronomy, Engineering, Pilot 

• Leading to Degree Biology, Chemistry or Physics at University. 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-

schemes 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3 

https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/ 

https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/  

https://www.senecalearning.com/  

Cognito - YouTube 

Cognito Resources - Past Papers, Mark Schemes and Resources 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose Science? 

Biology 

Through studying biology, pathologists understand the human body, the functions of various 
organs, how diseases affect the body and ways to effectively control diseases. Veterinarians 
have to study biology to appreciate the functions of animals, including marine animals and 
creatures that live on land. Environmentalists rely on the study of biology to learn how man’s 
actions affect his surroundings and the ecosystems of other living beings. 
Studying biology is the foundation of all characteristics of life on Earth. Apart from creating 
solutions to the challenges many living organisms face, it paves the way for inventions and 
discoveries that improve the quality of life. Without studying biology, humans would probably 
never realize how important maintaining a healthy ecology is for themselves, animals and plant 
life. Additionally, studying biology enables the use of forensics to trace and arrest errant members 
of the society. It also allows agriculturalists to rear unique breeds of plants and animals. 
 
Chemistry 
It is a central scientific discipline that will equip you with an understanding of natural phenomena 
and enable you to follow debates relating to scientific issues in later life. The government is rightly 
concerned at the level of ignorance concerning science by the adult population. Do you want to 
have to believe the newspapers or civil servants when they argue about safety or health issues, 
blinded by science, or do you want to be able to make up your own mind based on an 
understanding of the facts?  
 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3
https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu/playlists
https://cognitoresources.org/
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Chemistry is a subject with a reputation as both a rigorous, academic subject and as a useful 
subject in terms of the doors it opens. It is essential for almost every area of science and the 
related disciplines as well as being very highly regarded in countless non-scientific fields.  
Chemistry is the central scientific discipline, embracing Physics on one side and Biology on the 
other. It is a necessity for medicine and veterinary science. It is very useful for all scientific courses 
and a necessity for many of them. It is widely regarded as a challenging academic subject that 
fosters in people a wide range of skills essential in all areas.  
 
Physics  
Physicists use the laws they uncover to develop new materials, machinery, and technology to 
improve our lives and help us explore the universe further, from computers to telescopes and 
spacecraft. 
Physicists ask some big questions, but they specialise in different areas and their work can be 
varied. For example, nuclear physicists study the tiniest particles of matter to discover what the 
universe is made of, whereas astrophysicists’ study some of the largest things – stars, planets and 
celestial bodies. 
Many physicists also combine their work with the other sciences) to study things like meteorology 
(the atmosphere) and geophysics (the structure of the earth). 
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Subject GCSE Triple Science (separates)                                    

   *worth 3 GCSE grades 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the final 

exams? 

 100% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Linear 
6 exams in total: 

• 2 x Biology 

• 2 x Chemistry 

• 2 x Physics 
Can sit higher or foundation tier for each specialism 
 
Each exam:  

• 1 hour 45 minutes  

• 100 marks  

• 50% of GCSE 
 

What will I be 

studying? 

Biology paper 1  

Units: Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection and response, Bioenergetics 

Required practicals: Microscopes, Culturing microorganisms, Effects of osmosis on plant tissue, 

Food tests, Effect of pH on amylase, Photosynthesis 

 

Biology paper 2  

Units: Homeostasis and response, Inheritance, Variation and evolution, Ecology 

Required practicals: Reaction time, Plant responses, Sampling organisms, Decay 

 

Chemistry paper 1  

Units: Atomic structure and the periodic table, Bonding, structure and properties of matter, 

Quantitative chemistry, Chemical changes, Energy changes 

Required practicals: Making soluble salts, Carrying out a titration (neutralisation), Electrolysis, 

Temperature changes 

Chemistry paper 2  

Units: The rate and extent of chemical change, Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis, Chemistry 

and the atmosphere, Using resources  

Required practicals: Rates of reaction, Chromatography, Identifying ions, Water purification 

 

Physics paper 1  
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Units: Energy, Electricity, Particle model of matter, Atomic structure 

Required practicals: Specific heat capacity, Thermal insulators, Resistance, Current/PD 

characteristics, Density  

 

Physics paper 2 units 

Units: Forces, Waves, Magnetism and electromagnetism, Space physics  

Required practicals: Stretching a spring, Acceleration, Ripple tank, Waves in a solid, Reflection 

and refraction of light, Infrared radiation 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

• Apprenticeship – Dental Assistant, Nursery Assistant, Hairdressing, CERN, BAE, Astrophysics. 

• College - Vocational – Childcare, Health and Beauty, Physiotherapy, Engineering. 

• College – A level Biology, Chemistry or Physics – Doctor, Teacher, Forensics, Vet, Nurse, 
Forensics, Agriculture, Astronomy, Engineering, Pilot 

• Leading to Degree Biology, Chemistry or Physics at University. 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-

schemes 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3 

https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/ 

https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/  

https://www.senecalearning.com/  

Cognito - YouTube 

Cognito Resources - Past Papers, Mark Schemes and Resources 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose Science? 

Biology 

Through studying biology, pathologists understand the human body, the functions of various 
organs, how diseases affect the body and ways to effectively control diseases. Veterinarians 
have to study biology to appreciate the functions of animals, including marine animals and 
creatures that live on land. Environmentalists rely on the study of biology to learn how man’s 
actions affect his surroundings and the ecosystems of other living beings. 
Studying biology is the foundation of all characteristics of life on Earth. Apart from creating 
solutions to the challenges many living organisms face, it paves the way for inventions and 
discoveries that improve the quality of life. Without studying biology, humans would probably 
never realize how important maintaining a healthy ecology is for themselves, animals and plant 
life. Additionally, studying biology enables the use of forensics to trace and arrest errant members 
of the society. It also allows agriculturalists to rear unique breeds of plants and animals. 
 
Chemistry 
It is a central scientific discipline that will equip you with an understanding of natural phenomena 
and enable you to follow debates relating to scientific issues in later life. The government is rightly 
concerned at the level of ignorance concerning science by the adult population. Do you want to 
have to believe the newspapers or civil servants when they argue about safety or health issues, 
blinded by science, or do you want to be able to make up your own mind based on an 
understanding of the facts?  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.aqa.org.uk/exams-administration/exams-guidance/find-past-papers-and-mark-schemes
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z9ddmp3
https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/
https://www.freesciencelessons.co.uk/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Cognitoedu/playlists
https://cognitoresources.org/


19 
 

 

  

Chemistry is a subject with a reputation as both a rigorous, academic subject and as a useful 
subject in terms of the doors it opens. It is essential for almost every area of science and the 
related disciplines as well as being very highly regarded in countless non-scientific fields.  
Chemistry is the central scientific discipline, embracing Physics on one side and Biology on the 
other. It is a necessity for medicine and veterinary science. It is very useful for all scientific courses 
and a necessity for many of them. It is widely regarded as a challenging academic subject that 
fosters in people a wide range of skills essential in all areas.  
 
Physics  
Physicists use the laws they uncover to develop new materials, machinery, and technology to 
improve our lives and help us explore the universe further, from computers to telescopes and 
spacecraft. 
Physicists ask some big questions, but they specialise in different areas and their work can be 
varied. For example, nuclear physicists study the tiniest particles of matter to discover what the 
universe is made of, whereas astrophysicists’ study some of the largest things – stars, planets and 
celestial bodies. 
Many physicists also combine their work with the other sciences) to study things like meteorology 
(the atmosphere) and geophysics (the structure of the earth). 
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Subject History 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA  

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE  

  

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

N/A What is the % of the 

final exams? 

Linear 

• Paper 1 - 84 marks 50% 

• Paper 2 - 84 marks 50% 

What is the course 

structure?  

• Paper 1 - Understanding the Modern World 
                 Section A - Six compulsory questions 
                 Section B - Four compulsory questions 
 

• Paper 2- Shaping the Nation 
                 Section A Four compulsory questions 

                        Section B – Four compulsory questions 

 
What will I be 

studying? 

Paper 1  

Section A: America 1920-1973 Opportunity and Inequality 

Part 1: American people and the ‘Boom’ (Jazz Age, Roaring Twenties’, Prohibition, Al Capone, 

KKK, Red Scare) 

Part 2: Bust – Americans’ experience of the Depression and the New Deal (Wall Street Crash, 

Hoover, Roosevelt, New Deal, Fred Astaire, movies e.g. Wizard of Oz) 

Part 3: Post-War America (Economic boom, ‘Rock n Roll’, Elvis, teenagers, McCarthyism, Civil 

Rights Movement, JFK, Johnson, Feminism) 

Section B: Conflict and Tension 1918-1939 

Part 1: Peace-making after First World War (Treaty of Versailles) 

Part 2: League of Nations and international peace 

Part 3: Origins and Outbreak of WW2 (Appeasement, Hitler and his foreign policy) 

Paper 2  

Section A: Britain Power and the People 1170 – to the present day 

Part 1: Challenging Authority and feudalism (Magna carta, Simon De Montfort, Peasants’ 

Revolt) 
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Part 2: Challenging royal authority (Pilgrimage of Grace, English Civil War, American Revolution) 

Part 3: Reform and reformers (19th century reform – Chartists, Abolition of Slavery, Anti-Corn 

Law, Social Reform, Trade Unions) 

Part 4: Equality and rights (20th century - Women’s Rights, Worker’s Rights, Minority Rights) 

Section B: Elizabethan England 1568-1603 

Part 1: Elizabeth and her government, Court and Parliament 

Part 2: Life in Elizabethan times, ‘A Golden Age’  

Part 3: Trouble at home and abroad 

Part 4: Historic Environment – a case study known before the exam.  

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 
‘A’ level History, ‘A’ level Ancient History, ‘A’ level Classical Civilisation 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

www.schoolhistory.co.uk,   www.bbc.co.uk, www.johndclare.net, www.reviseonthemove.com, 

www.spartacuseducational.net  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

Why choose History? 

History is recognised as a difficult academic subject by employers as well as the best universities.  

Jobs related to your degree include: 

Academic researcher, Archivist, Heritage manager, Historic buildings 

inspector/conservation officer, Museum education officer, Museum/gallery curator, 

Museum/gallery exhibitions officer, Secondary school teacher, Academic librarian, 

Archaeologist, Broadcast journalist, Civil Service administrator, Editorial assistant, 

Human resources officer, Information officer, Marketing executive, Policy officer, 

Politician's assistant, Solicitor, Talent agent, heritage organisations, museums and 

libraries, accountancy firms, archive and records offices, banks, charities, higher 

education institutions (HEIs), international development organisations, law firms, 

management consultancies, publishing companies, retailers, schools, television and 

radio broadcasters. 

Studying History develops your: 

• critical reasoning and analytical skills, including the capacity for solving problems 

and thinking creatively 

• intellectual rigour and independence, including the ability to conduct detailed 

research 

• ability to construct an argument and communicate findings in a clear and 

persuasive manner, both orally and in writing 

http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/
http://www.johndclare.net/
http://www.reviseonthemove.com/
http://www.spartacuseducational.net/
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• capability to work without direct supervision and manage your time and priorities 

effectively 

• ability to discuss ideas in groups, and to negotiate, question and summarise 

• capacity to think objectively and approach problems and new situations with an 

open mind 

• appreciation of the different factors that influence the activities of groups and 

individuals in society. 

‘What we did yesterday makes us what we are today’ 

‘We learn about the past, today, to prepare us for the future.’ 
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Subject Geography 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

N/A What is the % of the 

final exams? 

Linear:  
Paper 1 =35% 
Paper 2 = 35% 
Paper 3 = 30% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment 

• Section A: The challenge of natural hazards  

• Section B: The living world 

• Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK  

•  
Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment  

• Section A: Urban issues and challenges  

• Section B: The changing economic world 

• Section C: The challenge of resource management  

•  
Paper 3: Geographical applications  

• Section A: Issue evaluation  

• Section B: Fieldwork  

• Section C: Geographical skills (Fieldtrips & general geography skills (map reading, 
maps, graphs in different forms) 
 

What will I be 

studying? 

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment: 

• Natural hazards: How they pose a major risk to people and property. 

• Earthquakes and volcanoes: Where they are found, how they occur. The effects of them 
and how we respond to them. 

• Weather hazards: Global atmospheric circulation and how it produces different patterns 
of weather and climate. 

• Tropical storms (hurricanes, cyclones, typhoons): Their effects on people and the 
environment. 

• The UK and Extreme weather events: How they impact on human activity. 

• Climate Change: Is it the result of natural / human factors? What are its effects and how 
can we manage it? 

• Ecosystems: Tropical Rainforests and hot deserts. 

• UK landscapes: Coasts and Rivers. 
 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment: 

• Where does the world’s population live? 

• The changing economic world 

• Challenges of urbanisation & Environmental developments: Rio de Janiero 

• Social, economic opportunities & environmental challenges in a UK city 

• Sustainability in a major European city 

• Development 

• Populations 
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• Case study of a NEE (Nigeria) 

• Industrial changes within the UK (transport, North/South divide, sector changes) 

• Resource management 

• The Geography of food. 
 

Paper 3 

Learners will also undertake two geographical enquiries (fieldtrips), each of which must include 

the use of primary data, collected as part of a fieldwork exercise, this also includes pre-release 

which comes out in March of Year 11, this will link to paper 3.  

Learn how to read and use a wide range of maps at different scales. 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

Air Traffic Controller / Archaeologist / Architect / Civil Engineer / Conservationist / 
Environmentalist / Geophysicist / Geologist/ Graphic Designer / Meteorologist / 
Teacher / Environmental Campaign Organiser / Civil Servant /Conservation Worker / 
Environmental Health Officer / Architect or Urban Planner for sustainable projects / 
Environmental Engineer / Landscape Architecture /Pollution Analyst / Cycle Route 
Planner / Recycling Officer /Forestry Manager / Environmental Consultant / 
Environmental Impact Officer / Financial Risk Assessor / Banker / Accountant / 
Insurance Transport / Logistics Manager / Retail Management / Management 
Consultant / Commercial Sales / Lawyer / Economic Adviser and Analyst / Buyer / 
Location Analyst / Aid Worker / Charity Fundraiser / Charity Officer / Armed Forces / 
HIV Education Officer / Human Rights Officer / International Charity Fundraising / 
Refugee and Asylum Adviser / Economic Adviser and Analyst / United Nations 
Terrorism Prevention Officer / Diplomat / British Council Cultural Exchange Manager 
/ VSO (Voluntary Service Overseas) / GAP Project Worker / Town Planner / Housing 
Manager / Surveyor / Urban Regeneration Officer / Local Government Services / 
Estate Agent / Transport Officer / Construction or Property Lawyer/ Environmental 
Consultant /Conservation Officer. 
 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/ 

www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk 

https://www.geography.org.uk/  

http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ 

www.georesources.co.uk 

www.usgs.gov 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/geography/
http://www.geography.learnontheinternet.co.uk/
https://www.geography.org.uk/
http://www.geographyalltheway.com/
http://www.georesources.co.uk/
http://www.usgs.gov/
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Subject Religious Studies 

What exam 

board will I 

be studying? 

EDEXEL 

What type of 

qualification 

will I be 

taking?  

GCSE 

What is the 

% of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

0% What is the % of the final 

exams? 

Linear 

Paper 1 = 50% 

Paper 2 = 50% 

What is the 

course 

structure?  

• GCSE Religious Studies,  
• Year 9 - An introduction to Philosophy, Religion and Ethics to include Humanist Perspectives. 
• Year 10 - Religion and Ethics through Christianity  
• Year 11 – Religion, Philosophy and Social Justice through Islam 
• 2 Examination papers 1 hr 45 min for each. 

 

What will I 

be studying? 

Year 9 - Philosophy, Religion and Ethics 

• Explore ethics and contemporary issues form religious and non-religious viewpoints. 

• Explore values and beliefs on a range religious and non-religious concepts relating to  

evil and suffering. 

• Explore Humanist beliefs on contemporary issues. 

Year 10 – Christianity 

• Christian Beliefs 

• Marriage and the Family 

• Living the Religious Life 

• Matters of Life and Death 
Year 11 - Islam 

• Muslim Beliefs  

• Philosophy of Religion 

• Living the Muslim Life 

• Equality 

 

What are my 

possible 

future 

pathways? 

 

 

A-Level RS leading onto a theology degree leading to employment opportunities in the following 
areas: 

Jobs directly related to your degree include: 
• Chaplain 
• Higher education lecturer 
• Primary school teacher 
• Secondary school teacher 

 
 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/chaplain
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/higher-education-lecturer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/primary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher


26 
 

 Jobs where your degree would be useful include: 
• Advice worker 
• Archivist 
• Charity fundraiser 
• Counsellor 
• Civil Service administrator 
• Community development worker 
• International aid/development worker 
• Mediator 
• Newspaper journalist 
• Police officer 
• Youth worker 

Typical employers 

As a theology and religious studies graduate, you could work in a variety of different roles in a range 
of employment sectors. Typical employers include: 

• national and local government, including the Civil Service and government agencies, as well 
as non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

• schools, colleges and universities (for teaching and research positions) 
• charities, voluntary and not-for-profit organisations 
• social services and other caring professions 
• the church and other religious organisations 
• financial and legal firms 
• the National Health Service (NHS) 
• PR, advertising, sales and marketing companies 
• media companies. 

 

What subject 

specific web 

sites are 

there? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77gpTOCdQ00  (Abortion) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld7KoRd_WIs (Marriage and family Life) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNQ1DStjGVg (Euthanasia) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno (Reasons some people do not believe in 
God) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eh_HXrurrTA (Discrimination and prejudice) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T87DNKBvYIY (Roles of men and women) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDcj1kppdL0 (Multi-faith society) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekFouVhYFVY (Religions and community cohesion) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno (Reasons for atheism) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp5RV91lS9w (Christian response to atheism) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G8iu2KLi-0 (Divorce) 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose Religious Studies - Studying theology and religious studies allows you to explore how  
religious beliefs and practices shape and influence the world we live in.  
Studying theology and religious studies gives you a thorough understanding of the major world 
religions, their historical development and their relationship with the world we live in.  
You'll gain insight into the theological, ethical, cultural, political and philosophical issues of religion. 
You also develop skills that are valued by employers in a range of sectors. These include: 

• research, analysis and presentation skills (IT SKILLS) 
• critical thinking skills and the ability to interpret information, formulate questions and solve 

problems 
• organisational and time management skills 
• teamworking and communication skills 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/advice-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/archivist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/charity-fundraiser
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/counsellor
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/civil-service-administrator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/community-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/international-aid-development-worker
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/mediator
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/newspaper-journalist
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/police-officer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/youth-worker
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=77gpTOCdQ00
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ld7KoRd_WIs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pNQ1DStjGVg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Eh_HXrurrTA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T87DNKBvYIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDcj1kppdL0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ekFouVhYFVY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g99OnASBQno
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wp5RV91lS9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G8iu2KLi-0
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• writing skills, including accurate referencing and the ability to construct a reasoned 
argument 

• empathy and the ability to understand people and take on board others' views 
• the ability to work methodically and accurately 
• independence of mind and the ability to think for yourself 
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Subject, exam board and 

qualification. 
GCSE Edexcel Spanish 

What are the 

examination details? 

In line with the current specification, all four final examinations are linear 

exams, are equally weighted (25%) and there are two tiers of entry:  

Foundation aimed at Grades 5-1 and Higher aimed at Grades 9-5.  

There is no controlled assessment within Spanish. 

Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Spanish *(Paper code: 

1SP0/1F and 1H). Written examination. Foundation tier: 35 minutes 

including 5 minutes reading time; 50 marks Higher tier: 45 minutes including 

5 minutes reading time; 50 marks. 25% of the total qualification. 

Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish *(Paper code: 1SP0/2F and 2H). Internally 

conducted and externally assessed. Foundation tier: 7–9 minutes plus 12 

minutes preparation time; 70 marks. Higher tier: 10–12 minutes plus 12 

minutes preparation time; 70 marks. 25% of the total qualification. 

Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Spanish *(Paper code: 1SP0/3F 

and 3H). Written examination Foundation tier: 45 minutes; 50 marks Higher 

tier: 1 hour; 50 marks. 25% of the total qualification. 

Paper 4: Writing in Spanish *(Paper code: 1SP0/4F and 4H). Written 

examination Foundation tier: 1 hour 10 minutes; 60 marks Higher tier: 1 

hour 20 minutes; 60 marks. 25% of the total qualification. 

 

 

 

What is the course 

structure?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the current specification, questions across all four language skills are 
set in common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and 
cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken down 
into topics and sub-topics.  
The five themes are:  
● Identity and culture  
● Local area, holiday and travel  
● School  
● Future aspirations, study and work  
● International and global dimension. 

What are my possible 

future pathways? 

Knowing an additional European language will make you much more 
competitive in the workplace. 
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One of your biggest selling points in ever more competitive job interviews 
is your languages repertoire. 

It looks impressive to employers when a candidate can speak several 
different languages, as it shows that he/she has excellent communication 
and problem-solving skills and is open-minded and culturally aware.  

Multilingualism, (speaking more than one language), makes you a more 
attractive job candidate and is now expected in many roles. Here are a 
few examples:  

 

• International marketing and advertising executive. 

• Teacher of a foreign language or English abroad. 

• Interpreter e.g. for players at Manchester United 

• International doctor e.g. Médecins Sans Frontièrs 

• International scientist. 

• Global engineer. 

• Translator. 

• Police/Interpol. 

• Charity worker. 

• International lawyer. 

• International businessman/woman. 

• Foreign service intelligence role. 

• Linguist job in the military. 

• Full-time blogger or online content creator. 

Why Learn a Language?  

 

• When you choose a language as an option, you are not just choosing a 

subject. You’re finding a new way to look at the world, a new side to 

your personality, new people to get to know and a big advantage on the 

global job market. A language is a lifelong adventure, employers don’t 

expect you to know every word! 

• The intercultural understanding an additional language gives you will 

make you attractive to a wider range of global employers. 

• If you study Spanish, it is a great gateway to other languages in the 

future. Italian and Portuguese are great sequels. One language gives 

you a head start with another. Spanish is just the start!  

• Brexit makes languages more essential to the UK, not less. Spanish 

opens up much of Latin America and is the second most spoken 

language in the USA. If anything, languages are more important now, 

whatever you want to do. On average you will earn 20% more across 

your career with a language. 

• Imagine you’re stranded in Barcelona and you need to rebook a last-

minute flight, or your hire car breaks down and you need a taxi after the 

public transport is shut. Another language can save the day. 
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Subject CONSTRUCTION: LEVEL 1/2 AWARDS IN CONSTRUCTING THE 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

What exam 

board will I be 

studying? 

WJEC (Welsh Joint Education Committee) 

What type of 

qualification 

will I be taking? 

WJEC LEVEL 1/2 AWARDS 

What is the 

GCSE 

equivalent of 

this course? 

WJEC Level 1 Award equivalent to 1 GCSE grade 1-3 

WJEC Level 2 Award equivalent to 1 GCSE grade 4-9 

What is the % 

of coursework? 

60 % Coursework  40 % final exam  

 

What is the 

course 

structure? 

 Unit Title  Assessment   

 Safety and security in construction  External – on screen exam  

 Developing Construction Projects  Internal   

 Planning construction projects  External – on screen exam  

 

What will I be 

studying? 

UNIT 1: Safety and security in construction 

Aim and purpose  

Construction activities take place in many different contexts. Through this unit, learners will gain 

the knowledge and understanding to be able to plan how to minimise risk to their own and others 

health and safety in different contexts. 

UNIT 2: Practical Construction Skills 

Aim and purpose  

Including; 

• Wood e.g. hang a door, make a frame, attach a skirting-board, create a timber stud wall  

• Brick e.g. use wall connectors, cut bricks, create wall no higher than a metre, stretcher 
bond  

• Decorate e.g. emulsion a surface, gloss a panel door, paper an internal corner or around a 
switch  

 

 



31 
 

UNIT 3: Planning Construction Projects 

Aim and purpose 

Through this unit, learners will use learning from the development of practical skills and health and 

safety requirements of construction processes and gain the knowledge and understanding needed 

to plan straightforward built environment development projects. 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

• Level 3 Extended Project;  

• Level 3 qualifications in construction, such as Diplomas in Construction and the Built 
Environment;  

• Level 2 qualifications in construction, including specialist areas such as plumbing, 
bricklaying and carpentry  

• Apprenticeships in construction.  
 

What subject 

specific web 

sites are there? 

www.wjec.co.uk  

(Subject: LEVEL 1/2 AWARDS IN CONSTRUCTING THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT) 

Notes: Learners have opportunities to develop personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS) 

Rationale 

WJEC Level 1/2 Awards in Constructing the Built Environment offer a learning experience that 

focuses learning for 14-19-year olds through applied learning, i.e. acquiring and applying 

knowledge, skills and understanding through purposeful tasks set in sector or subject contexts that 

have many of the characteristics of real work. 

  

http://www.wjec.co.uk/
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Subject Design and Technology 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

AQA 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

50% What is the % of the 

final exams? 

Linear 

50% 

What is the course 

structure?  

 

How it's assessed 

• Written exam: 2 hours 

• 100 marks 

• 50% of GCSE 

Questions 

Section A – Core technical principles (20 marks) 

A mixture of multiple choice and short answer questions assessing a breadth of technical 

knowledge and understanding. 

Section B – Specialist technical principles (30 marks) 

Several short answer questions (2–5 marks) and one extended response to assess a more in-

depth knowledge of technical principles. 

Section C – Designing and making principles (50 marks) 

A mixture of short answer and extended response questions. 

Non-Exam Assessment 

Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30–35 hours approx. 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE 

A Substantial design and make task set by the exam board. 

Assessment criteria: 

1. Identifying and investigating design possibilities 

2. Producing a design brief and specification 

3. Generating design ideas 
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4. Developing design ideas 

5. Realising design ideas 

6. Analysing & evaluating 

 

Learners will produce a prototype and a portfolio of evidence. 

 

What will I be 

studying? 
You will study all areas of Design and Technology including resistant materials, graphics and 

textiles. Throughout the focus will be on:   

• Core technical principles 

• Specialist technical principles  

• Designing and making principles 

 

In years 10 and 11 you will choose which area you would like to concentrate on and your 

portfolio in year 11 only has to include one material although you may want to include 2 or 3 

from those that you have studied in years 7-9. 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

Although some university courses may not list design and technology as an entry requirement, 

it can still be very helpful for courses in architecture, engineering, information technology and 

computer science. 

A GCSE in design and technology can also be useful for apprenticeships in 

carpentry, construction, fashion and textiles, interior manufacturing, and engineering 

technology. 

Design and technology can set you up for a career in a wide variety of industries such 

as fashion, engineering, architecture, information technology and even education. 

Popular careers for people with design and technology qualifications include fashion designer, 

tailor, product designer, architect, software engineer, civil engineer and carpenter. 

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/30/Construction-Property
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/39/Fashion-Beauty
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/2/Engineering
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/28/IT-The-Internet
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/8/Education-Teaching
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Subject Food - Hospitality and Catering 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

WJEC 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

Level 1 & 2 Vocational 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

60% What is the % of the 

final exams? 

40% 

What is the course 

structure?  

Unit 1 The Hospitality and Catering Industry (40% Exam)             

Unit 2 Hospitality and Catering in Action (60% Controlled Assessment)   

What will I be 

studying? 

WJEC Vocational Awards in Hospitality and Catering consist of two units: Hospitality and 

catering industry: focuses on learning about different types of providers, legislation, food safety 

and the roles and responsibilities within the sector. 

Hospitality and catering in action develops learners’ practical skills for planning, preparing, 

cooking and presenting nutritional dishes meeting the client needs Both units have also been 

designed to provide learners with an understanding of how the learning is relevant to the 

sector. 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

Local colleges offer various courses in Catering and Hospitality. 

Degree courses in Nutrition, Dietetics. 

Possible careers: Nutritionist, Food Scientist, Dietician, Health Promotion and Education, 

Teacher, Home Economist, Food Technologist, Journalism, Chef, Waiter, Housekeeper, 

Receptionist, Bar Staff, Management. 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

http://live.kerboodle.com/NT3/common/Login.aspx 

www.food.gov.uk 

www.nutrition.org.uk/ 

www.bbc.co.uk/food/ 

Why choose 

Hospitality and 

Catering 

According to the British Hospitality Association, hospitality and catering is Britain’s fourth 

largest industry and accounts for around 10% of the total workforce. Since 2010, over 25% of all 

new jobs have been within the hospitality and catering sector with the majority of new roles 

falling within the 18-24 age groups.  

The ability to plan, prepare and present food is an essential skill within the hospitality and 

catering industry. The WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality and Catering equips learners with 

http://live.kerboodle.com/NT3/common/Login.aspx
http://www.food.gov.uk/
http://www.nutrition.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/
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theoretical knowledge about the industry as well as enabling them to develop practical skills in 

planning, preparing and cooking a variety of dishes. 
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Subject IT – Creative iMedia 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

OCR Cambridge Nationals 

What type of 

qualification will I be 

taking?  

Cambridge Nationals 

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

75% What is the % of exams? 

25% 

On-going assessment – 2 units in 

year 10, 2 units in year 11  

What is the course 

structure?  

RO81 Preproduction Material (25% Exam) 

RO82 Digital Graphics (25% Controlled Assessment) 

RO85 Website Creation (25% Controlled Assessment) 

RO87 Multimedia Products (25% Controlled Assessment)  

What will I be 

studying? 

Creative iMedia focuses on the creative use of IT to produce media products such as websites, 
graphics, interactive displays, and much more… 
 
Each unit is made up of 4 learning objectives (LO’s): 
LO1 – Research and understanding 
LO2 - Plan 
LO3 - Create 
LO4 – Review  
 
RO81 Preproduction Material (25% Exam) Planning is an essential part of working in the 

creative and digital media sector. This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production 

skills and techniques used in the sector, as well as gain the knowledge and skills to create digital 

media products and explore their application. It will also develop their understanding of the 

client brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques that form part of the planning 

and creation process. 

Content includes: 
Understanding the purpose and content of pre-production.  
Being able to plan pre-production. 
Being able to produce and review preproduction documents 
 
RO82 Digital Graphics (25% Controlled Assessment) Digital graphics feature in many areas of 

our lives and play a very important part in today’s world. The digital media sector relies heavily 

on these visual stimulants within products to communicate messages effectively. The aim of this 

unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative and digital 

media sector. This unit builds on Unit R081. 
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Content includes: 
Understanding the purpose and properties of digital graphics and knowing where and how they 
are used. 
Being able to plan the creation of a digital graphic. 
Being able to review a digital graphic. 
 
RO85 Website Creation (25% Controlled Assessment) Multi-page websites are the basis of 

internet content and are therefore used extensively in the creative digital media sector, 

whether for mobile phones or computers in all their forms. This unit will enable learners to 

understand the basics of creating multi-page websites. It will enable learners to demonstrate 

their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and aesthetically 

pleasing website. It will allow them to interpret a client brief and to use planning and 

preparation techniques when developing a multipage website. 

 
Content includes: 
Understanding the purpose and properties of websites and knowing where and how they are 
used. 
Being able to plan the creation of a multipage website. 
Being able to review a multipage website. 
 
RO87 Multimedia Products (25% Controlled Assessment) Interactive multimedia products are 

used widely in everyday life and the creative and digital media sector. They are used in 

computer games, mobile phone applications, presentations and many other areas. This unit will 

enable learners to understand the basics of interactive multimedia products for the creative and 

digital media sector. They will learn where and why interactive multimedia is used and what 

features are needed for a given purpose. It will enable them to interpret a client brief, and to 

use time frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation 

process when creating an interactive multimedia product. 

 
Content includes: 
Understanding the purpose and properties of multimedia products and knowing where and how 
they are used. 
Being able to plan the creation of a multimedia product. 
Being able to review a multimedia product. 
 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

• Go on to study A level in media 

• Vocational A level in ICT 

• Apprenticeship for a Graphics Designer  

• Apprenticeship for web designer 

• Level 3 Extended Diploma in Graphic Design and Photography  

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

I Media Course page 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-

certificate-j807-j817/ 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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Subject GCSE Art and Design - Art 

What exam 

board will I be 

studying? 

OCR 

What type of 

qualification 

will I be 

taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % 

of Controlled 

Assessment? 

60% What is the % of the final 

exams? 

40% (Project based with a ten-

hour formal practical 

assessment). 

What is the 

course 

structure?  

 
During the two-year course learners will complete their GCSE coursework (60%) which is produced 
and presented in sketchbooks and large sheets. In January of Year 11 learners will begin work on their 
final GCSE Externally Set Assignment (40%).  

 

What will I be 

studying? 

 

Year 10 - Over the two years learners explore and experiment with a wide range of materials and 
artists. This will build up a bank of skills and knowledge that will feed into their controlled assessment. 
Learners will be introduced to the work of a range of contemporary and historic artists. They will 
respond visually to these artists. There is no written work with the OCR specification.  

 
Year 11 – Learners will begin work on their final GCSE Externally Set Assignment which makes up the 
remaining 40% of the course. The assignment is project based and learners are expected to respond 
to a starting point set by the exam board. Learners will complete a project which explores the theme 
and them produce an outcome which successfully answers the brief or starting point. 

 

Artists explored cover contemporary illustration artists Marc Dickson, Forever Young, Christopher 
Kasch and Joe Ciardiello. 
Learners are however strongly encouraged to find artist that suit their individual personality or 

respond to a local exhibition.  

 

What are my 

possible 

future 

pathways? 

 

A-Level Art and Design courses, BTEC Level 3 including Fine Art, Photography and Graphic Design, 
Beauty Therapy, Theatre Studies. 

 
Jobs directly related to your degree include: 

• Graphic Designer 
• FX and Design Creation 
• Magazine Features Editor 
• Architect 
• Art Critic 
• Social Media Manager  
• Public Relations 
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• Events Management 
• Film Director 
• Food Stylist 
• Television Camera Editor 
• Commercial Photographer 
• Photojournalist 
• Art Historian 
• Interior Designer 
• Photojournalist 
• Secondary school teacher 
• Shop Window Dresser 
• Therapist. 

Jobs where your degree would be useful include: 

• Advertising Art Director 
• Counsellor. 
• Nursery Nurse. 
• Beauty Therapy 
• Design based roles 
• Marketing Director 
• Film Director 
• Influencer 
• Media Planner 
• Multimedia specialist 
• Stylist 
• Fashion Blogger 
• Visual Merchandiser 
• Web content manager 
• Web designer 

What subject 

specific web 

sites are 

there? 

 

BBC Bitesize – GCSE art and Design, Pinterest, Flickr, OCR Art and Design, Instagram.  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose GCSE Art –  
 
Soft skills identified by employers are covered in the arts curriculum. Creative solution thinking, 
problem solving, time management, independent learning are all skills cultivated by the Art GCSE. 
There is no written work in the GCSE showing future opportunities you can respond to a brief with a 
range of skills.  
Learners should choose GCSE if they enjoy drawing and painting. Drawing is well documented to 
improve your mental health.  
 
GCSE results in the Art and Design department are well above national averages at 97% Grade 9-4, 
and the GCSE Art course is popular with our learners. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
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Subject GCSE Art and Design - Photography 

What exam 

board will I be 

studying? 

AQA 

What type of 

qualification 

will I be 

taking?  

GCSE 

What is the % 

of Controlled 

Assessment? 

60% What is the % of the final 

exams? 

40% (Project based with a ten-

hour formal practical 

assessment). 

What is the 

course 

structure?  

 
• During the two-year course learners will complete their GCSE coursework (60%) which is 

produced digitally and then presented in sketchbooks. In January of Year 11 learners will begin 
work on their final GCSE Externally Set Assignment (40%).  
 

What will I be 

studying? 

 
• Year 10 - Over the two years learners will work on the GCSE coursework sketchbooks, which 

will form 60% of their final GCSE. Learners will be introduced to the work of a range of 
Photographers from the 20th century; they will explore how photography was used to record 
imagery using innovative approaches and methods. They will be encouraged to analyse and 
explore the work of others expressing their own thoughts and opinions. They will use 
descriptive language and subject specific vocabulary and terminology. They will learn how to 
take a successful photograph using a range of compositional rules and will learn how to edit 
their photographs using Photoshop. They will record their process and the development of 
their ideas in sketchbooks. They will present their pages creatively sensitively exploring the 
nature of the topic. 
 

• Year 11 – Learners will begin work on their final GCSE Externally Set Assignment which makes 
up the remaining 40% of the course. The assignment is project based and learners are 
expected to respond to a starting point set by the exam board. Learners will complete a 
project which explores the theme and them produce an outcome which successfully answers 
the brief or starting point. 

 

As part of the course we study a range of influential photographers including Karl Blossfeldt, Edward 

Weston, Graeme Harris, Nick Knight, Bryan Whitney, Man Ray, Sarah Graham, Lucien Herve, Helene 

Binet 

 

What are my 

possible 

future 

pathways? 

A-Level Art and Design courses including Fine Art, Photography and Graphic Design. If you decide to 
pursue a career in the Arts you could complete a Foundation Diploma in Art and Design, which will 
enable you to develop the necessary skills and portfolio of work to apply for a range of art or design-
based degree courses. 
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Jobs directly related to your degree include: 

• Graphic Designer 
• Magazine Features Editor 
• Architect 
• Portrait Photographer 
• Art Critic 
• Film Director 
• Food Stylist 
• Television Camera Editor 
• Commercial Photographer 
• Photojournalist 
• Art Historian 
• Interior Designer 
• Photojournalist 
• Secondary school teacher 

 

Jobs where your degree would be useful include: 

• Advertising Art Director 
• Design based roles 
• Digital Marketer 
• Film Director 
• Film/video editor 
• Media Planner 
• Multimedia specialist 
• Stylist 
• VFX artist 
• Visual Merchandiser 
• Web content manager 
• Web designer 

What subject 

specific web 

sites are 

there? 

 

BBC Bitesize – GCSE art and Design, Pinterest, Flickr, AQA Art and Design 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose GCSE Photography –  
 
Learners should choose Photography if they have a genuine interest in it and would like to develop 
their creativity using digital media. The course will help develop their ICT skills and their understanding 
of Creative Suite. They will continuously develop their creativity and will learn how to visually present 
their work. They will learn skills which are transferrable across the curriculum including how to record 
their own opinions and how to analyse the work of others. GCSE results in the Art and Design 
department are well above national averages at 97% Grade 9-4, and the GCSE Photography course is 
incredibly popular with our learners. 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
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Subject Performing Arts BTEC 

What exam 

board will I be 

studying? 

Pearson  

What type of 

qualification 

will I be 

taking?  

BTEC Tech Award in PERFORMING ARTS 

What is the % 

of Controlled 

Assessment? 

Learners controlled assessments 

will be their performances and 

written logs to go alongside this.  

There is no written exam in 

this qualification.  

Learners are marked over the 

3 UNITS.  

Linear 

Unit 1 – 30% 

Unit 2 - 30% 

Unit 3 – 40% 

What is the 

course 

structure?  

• Year 10 – UNIT 1 – Exploring the Performing Arts 
• Year 11 – UNIT 2 – Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts 
• UNIT 3 – Responding to a Brief - Externally set brief by BTEC, devising and creating a 

performance for an audience  
•  

What will I be 

studying? 

Year 10 – You will examine professional practitioners’ performance work and explore the 

interrelationships between constituent features of existing performance material, looking at 

different styles, genres, practitioners, scripts and characters.  

Year 11 - You will develop skills and techniques for performance (such as characterisation etc), apply 

skills and techniques in rehearsal and performance and review own development and contribution 

to the performance.  

 

What are my 

possible 

future 

pathways? 

College opportunities  

• A-Level Drama, theatre studies, performing arts  

• BTEC Level 3 Performing Arts, Dance, Music, Drama  
 

Jobs directly related to your degree include: 

• Higher education lecturer 

• Primary school teacher 

• Secondary school teacher 

• Actor in film, TV and the theatre  

• Set designer  

• Director  

• Choreographer  

• Dancer  

• Musician  

 

 

https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/higher-education-lecturer
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/primary-school-teacher
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/job-profiles/secondary-school-teacher
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Jobs where your degree would be useful include: 

• Arts administrator - manage projects and activities in the creative sector. 

• Broadcast journalist - report the news on TV, radio and online. 

• Choreographer 

• Cinematographer - is the head of the camera and lighting crew working on a film or TV set. 

• Copywriter - write advertising and marketing content. 

• Costume designer - are in charge of the look and creation costumes and outfits. 

• Disc jockey (DJ) - play music for audiences at live venues or entertain radio audiences. 

• Newspaper journalist - research and report the news, publishing their work in newspapers 
and online. 

• Proof-reader - check and edit written documents, articles and books. 

• Stage managers - makes sure the sets, equipment and props are ready for the opening of a 
performance. 

• Television/film producer - manage media projects from beginning to completion. 

• Theatrical producer - are creative decision-makers who manage all aspects of putting on a 
production. 

• Wedding planner - Wedding planners help organise weddings 

• Writer - Writers write articles, books, comics and screen plays 

• Youth and community worker - provide support for young people. 

 

Typical employers 

As a Performing Arts graduate, you could work in a variety of different roles in a range of 
employment sectors. Typical employers include: 

• National and local government, including the Civil Service and government agencies, as well 
as non-governmental organisations (NGOs) 

• Schools, colleges and universities (for teaching and research positions) 

• Charities, voluntary and not-for-profit organisations 

• Creative arts industry  

• PR, advertising, sales and marketing companies 

• Media companies. 

• Theatre production companies  

 

What subject 

specific web 

sites are 

there? 

https://theatreanddance.britishcouncil.org/artists-and-companies/f/frantic-assembly/ 
http://www.willyrussell.com/ 
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/ 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbckjxs 
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/ 
 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

Why Choose Performing arts? - In a society in which effective communication is vital, the study of 
Performing Arts develops verbal and nonverbal, individual and group communication skills which are 
skills for living. 
 
Performing Arts can enhance your artistic and creative abilities and give you a better understanding 
of yourselves and the world around you. Through a varied exploration of identity, society, culture, 
gender, time and change, you will become more critical and reflective.  
 
You will explore intellectual, social, physical, emotional and moral situations which involves thought, 
feeling and action. 

https://theatreanddance.britishcouncil.org/artists-and-companies/f/frantic-assembly/
http://www.willyrussell.com/
https://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbckjxs
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/
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Performing Arts fosters self-discipline, confidence and teamwork and develops skills in interpreting, 
Negotiating and decision making, invaluable skills for life.  
 

 

You also develop skills that are valued by employers in a range of sectors. These include: 

• Research, analysis and presentation skills (IT SKILLS) 
• Critical thinking skills and the ability to interpret information, formulate questions and form 

opinions  
• Organisational and time management skills 
• Writing skills, including accurate referencing and the ability to construct a reasoned 

argument 
• Empathy and the ability to understand people and take on board others' views 
• The ability to work methodically and accurately 
• Teamwork listen to other team members and take on board each other’s opinions and 

ideas. 
• Physical fitness, you will be physically fit, agile, and strong with good stamina. 
• Teamwork and communication give speeches and presentations. listening skills, the ability 

to negotiate and to be persuasive. 
• Creativity 
• Attention to detail 
• Customer service, confidence in speaking to others 
• Discipline  
• independence of mind and the ability to think for yourself 
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Subject BTEC SPORT, ACTIVITY AND FITNESS 

What exam board 

will I be studying? 

Pearson- Edexcel 

What type of 

qualification will I 

be taking?  

BTEC First Award level 2 in Sport  

What is the % of 

Controlled 

Assessment? 

Unit 1: Exam- 25% External 

assessment 

Unit 2: Practical performance in 

Sport- 25% Internal assessment 

Unit 3: Applying principles of 

personal training- 25% Internal 

Synoptic 

Unit 4: Leadership-25% Internal 

assessment 

What is the % of the 

exam? 

25% exam 

 

  

What is the course 

structure?  

Y10 and Y11: Theory and practical lessons designed to aid development and 
understanding of the course content and development of necessary skills. 

What will I be 

studying? 

Unit 1: Fitness for Sport and Exercise (Examination): 
In this unit you will:  

A- Understand about the components of fitness and the principles of training  
B- Explore different fitness training methods  
C- Investigate fitness testing to determine fitness levels. 

 
Unit 2: Practical Performance in Sport  
In this unit you will: 

A- Understand the rules, regulations and scoring systems for selected sports 
B- Practically demonstrate skills, techniques and tactics in selected sports 
C- Be able to review sports performance. 

 
Unit 3: Applying the Principles of Personal Training 
In this unit you will: 

A- Design a personal fitness training programme 
B- Learn about the musculoskeletal system and cardiorespiratory system and the 

             effects on the body during fitness training 
C- Implement a self-designed personal fitness training programme to achieve own 

             goals and objectives 
D- review a personal fitness training programme 
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Unit 4: Leading Sport Activities  
In this unit you will: 

A- Understand the attributes associated with successful sports leadership 
B- Undertake the planning and leading of sports activities 
C- Review the planning and leading of sports activities 

What are my 

possible future 

pathways? 

When you have completed the qualification, you will have developed a significant core of 
knowledge and theoretical content that you will be able to apply to the sport and activity 
sector.  
 
The course will help you to develop specific skills and knowledge, such as time 
management and group work, which will benefit you for progression to further study.  
After you have finished the course, you may want to go on to further study, taking Level 3 
BTECs, Apprenticeships, A levels or a mixture of both, in sport, physical education, and/or 
other related areas, such as biology or psychology, providing you have passed relevant 
GCSEs.  

NOTE : The best option for you will depend on the grades you achieve in this and other 
qualifications you have taken, what you enjoy doing and any advice you can access about 
the further learning and training opportunities available in your area. 

What subject 

specific web sites 

are there? 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html 

https://www.livestrong.com/ 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxbg39q 

Notes: 

 

 

 

Why choose BTEC Sport? 

• Sport, activity and fitness is a growing industry: it is expected to increase in size 

by 11 per cent by 2021.  BTEC Awards focus on building skills which will give you 

the confidence to progress in whatever path you choose. 

• There are currently over 400,000 jobs in the UK. Sport, activity and fitness also 

has a positive impact on the health of the nation. The BTEC Award is a practical 

introduction to life and work in Sport, Activity and Fitness, so you can develop 

your understanding of the sector and see whether it’s an industry you’d like to be 

in. 

• Regular sport and physical activity can reduce the risk of many chronic conditions 

and illnesses, including coronary heart disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, cancer 

and obesity.  

• The Department of Health and Social Care is encouraging inactive people to take 

up activity in any form and the government has broadened Sport England’s role 

to cover both sport and physical activity, including cycling, dancing and walking. 

There has never been a better time to study sport, activity and fitness. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-2012-nqf.html
https://www.livestrong.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zxbg39q
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Careers in Sport   


