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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 12th March  2021                                                                       Year 7 to 11 learners 

 
Dear Parents/Carers and Learners, 
 
I hope this letter finds everyone safe and well. Our return to school this week has been 
brilliant; it really has been wonderful to welcome all our learners back to onsite school!   
Your support as parents/carers have been invaluable. We asked you to support our high 
standards and this is what you did, and I know you will continue to do. A big thankyou to 
you all.  
 
The “September back to school” feel we wanted has been achieved, with learners 
responding very well indeed to all the key messages they were given on Monday morning.  
School uniform looks fantastic and is worn with pride. Learners are wearing skirts 
correctly or wearing black school pants instead. Learners are compliant regarding the 
wearing of masks in communal indoor areas. Behaviour in lessons has been good with 
learners keen to engage with their teachers and peers. There has been lots and lots of 
chatter and laughter at break and lunchtimes and it has been lovely to see our young 
people smiling and just glad to be back and catching up with their friends. A tiny minority 
of learners have struggled with their return to school: a few sleepy heads, a few  forgetting 
their manners, the “Unsworth Way”  and how to give of their best, a few without all the 
necessary equipment. These matters have been swiftly resolved by our team and we 
look forward to “full steam ahead” from Monday onwards. 
 
Remote Year 9 Options Evening Thursday 11th March  
 
This was another “first” for the school and another resounding success, with 75% of year 
9 learners and their families logging on for what was a very informative evening. A big 
thankyou to Mr Fair for his presentation and to Mr Lamb for managing the “live chat” feed. 
A video of Mr Fair’s presentation, along with the options booklet and department 
information to inform option choices, is all on the school website.  
 
Upcoming Parents’ Evenings 
 
Our second online parents’ evening will be held for year 9, next week, on Thursday 
18th March from 3.30pm onwards. Year 10  Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 25th 
March. Details of how to book appointments have gone out this week in a separate letter 
to all year 9 and 10  parents/carers. Please can all parents/carers and their child/ren 
make every effort to sign up to these important events. We will continue to seek feedback 
and review this online parents’ evening offer. It might be a more convenient way of 
working, but if take up remains low then we will have to review this offer once lockdown 
restrictions are eased.  
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Rapid Testing- Home Testing Kit Distribution for Learners with Consent 
 
Learners will receive their testing kits in school next week. Our Testing Team are working 
to coordinate this, and more information will follow in a separate letter to be sent out on 
Monday 15th March.  
 
 
Red Nose Day Friday 19th March 
 
All staff and learners are invited to wear something red for this special charity day. 
Learners are welcome to swop parts of their uniform and wear something red instead. 
For example a school shirt or blouse can be swapped for a red shirt or blouse, black 
trousers for red trousers, black socks or tights for red ones or a school tie for a red tie. 
School blazers must be worn – unless of course anyone has a red blazer! If anyone is 
struggling with the idea of wearing something red, then can they wear odd socks instead.   
A minimum donation of £1 from each learner will ensure we raise plenty of money to help 
those in need. PLEASE REMEMBER- THIS IS NOT A NON-UNIFORM DAY. 
 
Library Leaders Wanted!  
 
The school library is now back up and running and it has been great to see so many 
learners using it once again. Learners from any year group are welcome any lunchtime 
to go to the library to hand in or pick a new book- just as long as they are wearing their 
face mask. If anyone, from any year group, is interested in becoming a librarian, then 
please see Miss Mortensen in the library at lunchtime. Our library re-opens after school 
from Monday 15th March from 3.05pm to 4.00pm as follows:  
 
Monday    Year 11 
Tuesday     Year 9 
Wednesday    Year 10  
Thursday   Year 8  
Friday   Year 7 
 
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance to school is mandatory. For parents and carers of children of 
compulsory school age, this means that the legal duty on you as a parent to send 
your child to school will apply.  
 
However, please be advised that learners must not come into the school if:  
 
• they have one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms  
• a member of their household (including someone in their support bubble or childcare 
bubble if they have one) has coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms  
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 • they are required to quarantine having recently visited countries outside the Common 
Travel Area 
 • they have had a positive test  
 
Iif anyone in school develops a new and continuous cough or a high temperature, or has 
a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), we must send 
them home to begin isolation.  The isolation period includes the day the symptoms started 
and the next 10 full days. You must then follow the guidance for households with possible 
or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection.  
 
All learners must arrive at school in plenty of time for a prompt start and be in their 
form rooms by 8.45am.  As per their return from the first lockdown, learners in each 
year group will enter and leave the building via their own year group entrances and exits: 
 
 
P.E. Kit 
 
Current  guidance regarding changing rooms discourages learners from getting changed 
into P.E. kits on site. Full school PE kit can be worn in place of the normal school uniform 
but ONLY on the days your child has a  P.E. lesson. Plain black leggings/tracksuit 
bottoms/top  and a plain white t-shirt can be worn if learners have been unable to 
purchase the school P.E. kit. Please be reminded that hoodies are not coats and must 
not be worn. Designer sportwear is not allowed.  
  
School Equipment 
 
Learners must  bring their school bag, planner and a pencil case with all the usual and 
necessary equipment in it- black pens, pencils, ruler, rubber, calculator etc. Mobile 
phones must be switched off and out of site whilst learners are on the school site. 
This includes break and lunchtimes.  
 
 
Enrichment 
 
After school PE enrichment will commence from Monday 15th March as will homework 
club, in year rotation, (as in place prior to second lockdown) in the  LRC.  

Keeping Clean and Safe 

To help us to get off to another flying start, we kindly ask that you once again reinforce at 
home the importance of social distancing and good personal hygiene. We kindly ask 
that, where possible, learners bring their own packet of tissues and hand sanitiser 
to school as part of their own equipment kit. If learners need to sneeze or cough, then 
they should do so into their tissue which they must then put straight into a bin. 
Alternatively, learners must cough or sneeze into the crook of their elbow and not their 
hands.  
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can be done with 
soap and running water or hand sanitiser. All learners must clean their hands regularly, 
including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change 
rooms and before and after eating. Learners must also wash their hands thoroughly after 
using the toilet. Hand sanitiser will be provided at the entrances and exits to school, as 
well as in all classrooms. Learners who wear face masks on the way to school must 
remove them before entering the building and put them in their own clear plastic bag they 
can take home with them.  As per the latest government guidelines learners must not 
touch the front of their face covering during use or when removing it.  

Thankyou once again for all your support and understanding.  
 
Kind regards,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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