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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
 
Friday 5th February 2021                                                              Year 7 to 11 learners 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I do hope everyone is keeping safe and well. It’s hard to believe that in just one more week it will 
be February half term. I never thought I would say that time flies in lockdown! 
 
Last week Boris Johnson announced, “The date of 8th  March is the earliest that we think it is 
sensible to set for schools to go back and obviously we hope that all schools will go back." He 
went on to say, "I'm hopeful, but that's the earliest that we can do it and it depends on lots of 
things going right, and... it also depends on us all now continuing to work together to drive down 
the incidence of the disease through the basic methods we've used throughout this pandemic”. 
He said that there  was not enough data yet to decide when to end the lockdown, but intended to 
set out a plan for how it could be eased - and the criteria involved - in the final week of February. 
 
Despite how well our online school is running, we can’t wait to welcome all our learners back on 
site. We just need to keep working hard and hope that we are good to go on the 8th March.  In 
the meantime, if your child does not understand any of the work set, or you require additional 
support from us, then please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Shaw Education Trust Parent and Learners Survey 
 
A big thankyou to everyone who completed the surveys. We really do value and need your 
feedback as we strive to give you the best possible offer in these difficult times. We know that all 
our teachers in our online school are doing their very best to deliver engaging, challenging and 
rewarding lessons. Their amazing efforts, along with the efforts of our attendance, pastoral , 
SEND  team and entire team Unsworth, have been recognised in the findings of the SET parent 
and learner surveys. 
 
Key findings from the learner surveys 
 

1. 100% of learners know how to keep safe online. 

2. 87% of learners feel there is nothing the school could do more  to improve how teachers 

provide and deliver teaching and learning while schools are closed. 

Of the 13% who feel we could do more, the key suggestions are to: 

• Minimise the number of PowerPoints/worksheets/websites etc learners need  to 

switch to and from within a lesson. 

• Slow down the amount of work set in the last 30 minutes of the lesson,  so that  

the work can be completed within the remaining time available. 

We have swiftly communicated these findings to our teachers and from now on both lesson 

resources and the amount of work set should be more manageable. 
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Key findings from the parent/carer surveys 
 

1. 92% feel well informed by the school and have confidence that they are doing the best 

they can do to provide a good education for their child under the present challenges with 

Covid-19. 

2. 89% feel communication from the school has been timely, clear and informative. 

3. 72% feel there is nothing more we can do to improve the quality of remote learning. 

4. Of the 28% who feel we can, the key areas to improve are : 

• Review the volume of work- too much being set in the final 30 minutes of the lesson. 

• Feedback to parents/carers if their child is not submitting their work to their teachers. 

 

As mentioned above, we are taking on board your feedback and the amount of work set per 
lesson should now become more manageable. 
 
Friday 12th February- Catch up and Revision Day 
 
In response to the survey findings, next Friday will be a catch up and revision day. There will be 
no live lessons that day and instead teachers will be setting revision work on  the topics that have 
been covered over this half term. Teachers and heads of department will also be contacting the 
parents/carers of those learners who are attending lessons but are not routinely handing in their 
work. This will enable all learners to get back on track over the February half term break. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
 
Parents’ evenings will run in the first instance from 3.30pm to 6.00pm. Full details of how to book 
appointments will be sent out to you in a separate letter next week. We are planning  for a remote 
year 11 parents’ evening, using SchoolCloud video appointments. More details of how to log on 
will follow next week in a separate communication. We will need to watch this space to see how 
the other parents’ evenings run. With any luck they will be on site. 
 
Year                         Date 
11                             Thursday 25th February 
9                               Thursday 18th March 
10                             Thursday 25th March 
7                               Thursday 22nd April 
8                               Thursday 6th May 
 
 
Year 7 to 10 end of year exams 
 
As I have already mentioned in an earlier letter to you,  we have provisionally booked years 7 to 
10 exam weeks for the 2nd and 3rd week back after the Spring Bank Holiday (14th June to 25th 
June). This will give us the opportunity we really need to set key assessments on site, with the 
same exam conditions for all. Please do not book any holidays at this time.  Full comment reports 
will be issued just before the Summer break. We thank you in advance for your support. 
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Year 9 Options 
 
Year 9 learners will no doubt be thinking about their option choices. Mr Fair will shortly be in touch 
to explain in detail, how the options process will roll out. 
 
Year 11 update 
 
Please refer to the separate letter which will be sent next week from Mr Orrell, which will 
be sent to year 11 parents along with GCSE exam entries. 
 
Year 11 College Applications – aim for at least two! 
 
We have been informed that applications for colleges, in and around Bury, for courses starting 
September 2021 are at an all-time high, (especially so for Holy Cross). With this in mind it really 
is in every year 11’ s best interests  that they apply to more than one college. If you haven't and 
need support with any application then please contact information@unsworth.shaw-
education.org.uk, for the attention of Mr Orrell. Mr Welch, our Careers Advisor, is also available 
on Thursdays, for support with your Post-16 choices. If you would like to book an appointment 
with him, then please contact us at the above e-mail address, for the attention of Mr Orrell. 
 
Unsworth Academy Careers Bulletin 
 
A big thankyou to Mr Orrell for a fantastic first edition, which is attached to this e-mail and is also 
available on the website. 
. 
 
Year Rewards Assemblies 
 
Our half term awards assemblies will take place on Tuesday 9th February,  with lots of fabulous 
rewards and praise to recognise all the learners’ hard work this half term. The theme is positivity 
and praise. They will be recorded as opposed to live to ensure they do not run over form time. 
 
 
Curriculum Enrichment - weekly events 
 
 

Monday 
Japanese Club 3.05-
3.35pm  

Tuesday Fitness 3.15-4pm Spanish Club 3.30-4pm 

Wednesday Art Club 6-7pm  

Thursday Book Buzz 3.15-3.45pm Karaoke Music Club 5-6pm 

 
Individual online music lessons will also commence the week beginning 8th February. A big 
thankyou to Miss Brace for organising them, as well as the Karaoke Music club and our 
Mindfulness Podcasts! 
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Many more enrichment opportunities await at: TES: 141 free resources for home learning 
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-free-resources-home-learning 
 
Many thanks for your continued support. Best wishes. Keep safe. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
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