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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 22nd January 2021                                                                Year 7 to 11 learners                             
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Thankyou once again for all your support whilst we have been getting Unsworth Academy 
online School up and running. The vast majority of the inevitable teething problems have now 
been sorted out and the school is running smoothly. While all this work has been going on, 
there continues to be a lot of noise and debate in the media, as to how long schools will be 
expected to run their online sites.  
 

Update on full reopening of Unsworth Academy onsite school  

 
This week, on  Wednesday 20th January, Gavin Williamson, Secretary of State for Education,  
wrote to all school leaders in England, to inform them of the government’s current position with 
regard to school’s re-opening for the vast majority of learners who are studying from home:  
  
“I know there are significant challenges in the coming weeks for school and college leaders. We 
know that receiving face to face education is best for children’s and young people’s mental 
health and for their educational achievement. It is therefore my sincere hope that with the efforts 
we are all making to contain the virus, children and young people across England will be back in 
the classroom, spending time with their friends and teachers, and getting back into the rhythms 
of the school or college year again soon. We are keeping plans for the return to school and 
college under continuous review and will ensure that children and young people return 
to face to face education as soon as it is possible. We will inform schools, colleges and 
parents ahead of the February half term. I will continue to work with you as we deal with this 
evolving and challenging situation, as well as with health colleagues, the Chief and Deputy 
Chief Medical Officers.” 
 
Yesterday Mr Williamson  was "not able to exactly say" when pupils will return to class. He was 
pressed on BBC Radio 4's Today programme as to whether he could guarantee that schools 
would reopen at all this term, before the Easter holidays. He replied, "I want to see them, as 
soon as the scientific and health advice is there, open at the earliest possible stage - and I 
certainly hope that would be before Easter.” He said schools and parents would have 
"absolutely proper notice" of when children are going to return, which he said would be a "clear 
two weeks" for teachers and families to get ready. We continue to watch this space. 
 
So, as yet, no definitive date as to when all learners can return to onsite school. In the 
meantime our key priorities moving forward with our online school are to:  
 

• Secure and  maintain attendance at 96% as a minimum 

• Support all teachers to further develop their online teaching and learning strategies 

• Refine online assessment 

• Enhance our online enrichment offer  

• Continue to promote internet safety 

• Ensure our pastoral support removes any barriers to online learning 

• Strengthen our online community to create an even greater sense of belonging for all 

our learners 
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Attendance and wellbeing Support for Unsworth Academy online School 
 
As you are all well aware, attendance to our onsite is compulsory, just as it would be if all 
learners were studying on site. This is a government and not just an Unsworth Academy’s 
expectation. As a school we are required to submit our attendance data to the DFE.  
Attendance is monitored on a daily basis.  As you will appreciate, we cannot allow any learner 
to fall behind because they are not attending our online school.  
 
However, we do recognise, (as do Ofsted in their findings published this week), that pupil 
engagement can be harder when learning remotely.  Motivation and focus of  
children are big challenges according to the latest feedback Ofsted have received from 
parents/carers. We know, as do Ofsted, that maintaining daily contact with class teachers 
and peers by attending our online school, every single school day, will motivate your 
child to work hard and fully engage. This is why our attendance drive is so robust and 
non- negotiable. Overall attendance to our online school this week is 94%. This is fantastic! 
Well done to all the team, including parents and carers who are right behind our attendance 
drive. (Please note: this figure is based on robust attendance to lessons, not a few minutes start 
of the lesson log on). 
 
We are always here to help. Please contact Mrs Chamberlain if you need additional support to 
ensure your child is attending online school. Please contact Mrs Power or your child’s pastoral 
manager if you wish to discuss any other specific barriers to learning, pastoral and/or 
safeguarding concerns. This is an incredibly challenging time and we are fully committed to 
giving you our very best support.  
 
Changes to the time of the “Live” part of each lesson 
 
After carefully listening to both learners and teachers, we have made the decision to move the 
“live” part of each lesson to the first 30 minutes of each lesson.  We are confident that this 
move will ensure full learner engagement at the start of each lesson and for the rest of each 
lesson thereafter.  
 
 
Quality of Education, Assessment and Feedback 
 
As mentioned above, Ofsted have, this week, shared with all school leaders their findings to 
date with regard to remote education. These findings are very reassuring for Unsworth 
Academy,  as they confirm that our approach to delivering high quality education through our 
online school is the right approach to take. Aligning remote education to deliver the existing 
curriculum is the key, and everything we know about what a quality curriculum looks like still 
applies. Ofsted are clear: there must not be a shift to activities that amuse and engage, 
reduce learning time and  leave the curriculum behind.   
 
Assessment of learning matters just as much, but Ofsted also recognise, as we do,  that it is 
harder to do through remote education, and much more of a challenge. Mr Fair, our Quality of 
Education lead, is working alongside all heads of department and classroom teachers to 
develop best practice.  Four main methods are emerging, all fully supported by the latest Ofsted 
findings:  
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1) Formative Assessment during the live lesson - this includes self-assessment of tasks as 
teachers provide answers, and individual verbal feedback as teachers watch learners work. 
2) Submission of work over Teams - this includes the edit document function, use of the teacher 
feedback box, going into learner documents and correcting/ highlighting them, Teams sharing of 
files and taking photos of works completed at home and submitting through Teams. 
3) Quizzes. 
4) Self-marking websites/ departmental resources - for example Seneca, MathsWatch etc. 
 
All teachers have been asked to try to use a combination of the above, as  a variety of task and 
feedback will be important in maintaining our high levels of learner engagement. A big thankyou 
to all our teachers for their commitment to successfully rolling out these new ways of 
assessment. 
 
Academic Progress 
 
Our progress team, led by Mr Orrell, are working hard tracking the progress of all our learners. 
Next week our heads of progress across years 7 to 11 will be contacting any learners whom we 
feel are underperforming as a result of Data Capture 2 analysis.   Bespoke targets will be set to 
get these learners back on track. In addition to this intervention, if any parent/carer wishes to 
make an appointment to discuss their child’s academic progress, then please contact your 
child’s head of progress via information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk  
 
Our Heads of Progress 
 
Year 7 Mr Shabaz 
Year 8 Miss Sharp 
Year 9 Miss Osbiston 
Year 10 Miss Taylor 
Year 11 Mr Devonport 
 
Data Capture 3 is due in from all teachers on 19th March. This is only 7 school weeks’ away, so 
it is important that all learners secure full attendance to our online school 
 
Parents’ forum feedback  
 
Last night we held our first remote Parents’ forum meeting This was a very positive and 
constructive meeting. The feedback we received, together with the feedback we receive over 
the phone and via e-mail, confirms that parents and learners are very pleased with the quality of 
teaching and learning provided by both our onsite and online schools. They appreciate our non-
negotiable approach, our attendance drive, our high expectations of learner engagement, our 
pastoral support and our regular communications with home. Our number one priority has been 
to get our online school up and running and to a very high standard. We recognise, as do our 
parents/carers, that we now need to strengthen our online community to create an even greater 
sense of belonging for all our learners. Our next steps are explained below. A big thankyou to 
Parents’ forum for their input and ideas.   
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Live Form time  
 
This week will see the launch of a virtual form time for all learners. This will take place every  
Tuesday from 8.45-9.00am. This is a valuable  opportunity for all learners to meet with their 
form mentor and peers.  There will be a variety of topics to discuss over the coming weeks. We  
 
Form Mentor Gateway 
 
This Monday  the formtutors@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk email address will go live.  
This gateway will  allow all learners to contact their form mentor,  if they feel there is something 
they would like to discuss with them  with regard to their learning or wellbeing. 
 
Safeguarding Reminder 
 
As you all know, a wealth of Safeguarding information is available on our website.  
Safeguarding concerns or worries must be reported via safe@unsworth.shaw-
education.org.uk  or via the safe telephone 07818511717 .This e-mail address and the safe 
telephone are monitored daily by Senior staff. Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mr. 
Leyland.  
 
Student Council  
 
Our first remote Student Council meeting will take place next week. Mrs Power will chair the 
meeting and will shortly be in touch with the student council representatives to arrange a 
suitable date and time.  
 
Parent/Carer and Learner surveys 
 
Targeted feedback from our key stakeholders is really important to both us and our colleagues 
at Shaw Education Trust. This feedback supports our collaborative approach, as we work 
together to support our learners and families through this pandemic, drive up standards and 
secure whole school improvement. We will be sending out the survey links on Monday 25th 
January and the window for completion will close on Wednesday 3rd February. Thankyou in 
advance for your feedback. 

 
 
Additional Support for Parents with Internet Safety 
 
Vodaphone have launched an excellent magazine to support parents with internet safety.  It can 
be viewed here. 
 

Rewards 
 
Since we opened our online Academy, staff have given out  1151 ACE ( Academic, Community 
or Engagement|) points and 220 MVP ( Most Valued Pupil) points. This is fantastic! We know 
learners really appreciate this positive feedback and we are reminding all our teachers to 
reward learners every lesson. Next week we will roll out our virtual postcards home, so look out 
for them as well! Our Spring term  
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You may have seen on Twitter that the Golden Ticket Competition is now open for this term. 
Golden tickets are given out for exceptional reasons which may include outstanding 
engagement or work, or consistently meeting all targets set. The prize for whoever wins the 
draw will be fabulous, last term it was a 55inch Smart TV which was won by a well-deserved 
student. Well done to everyone who has received reward points and praise so far this term.  
 

Curriculum Enrichment and  Educational Visits  

 
Despite the current lockdown we are as keen as ever to provide a strong  curriculum 
enrichment offer for all our learners. This offer not only supports our learners with their 
academic studies; it also supports their cultural development and wellbeing and helps them to 
better manage the inevitable periods of isolation during lockdown. The nights are long and it’s 
good to try and keep busy and positive, as well as explore new places, have new cultural 
experiences and have fun along the way! 
 
Please encourage your child/children to follow the brilliant link below. Here are just some of the 
amazing 141 enrichment activities your child will be able to access, and all for free! You could 
even go for a family “day out” over the weekend! 
 

• Visit London and enjoy virtual tours of the National History Museum and the Tate Gallery 
to name but a few places. 

• Fly over to Amsterdam and visit the Anne Frank Museum 

• Tour the Vatican in Rome 

• Watch Science experiments at the University of Colorado 

• Learn how to draw cartoons from scratch through cartoon workshops 

• Get into coding with online tutorials 

• Explore the world through your bedroom thanks to National Geographic resources 

• Enjoy live recordings of world class theatre productions and shows thanks to the 
National Theatre. 

• Listen to a wide range of GCSE podcasts 

Many more enrichment opportunities await at: TES: 141 free resources for home learning 
https://www.tes.com/news/coronavirus-free-resources-home-learning 
  
Unsworth Academy Online Art Club 
 
I am delighted to inform you that Mx Swailes has set up an online art club.  It will run every 
Wednesday from 6pm to 6.45pm.  It’s not about completing school work, it’s  just for fun. All 
learners are welcome to log on.  
 
RSPB Big Schools Bird Watch 29th -31st January 2021 
 
Please encourage your child/children to engage with this brilliant bird watch.  
Check out twitter feed (sorry about the pun!) for more details. Further  information will be 
released through the form time on teams and via the RSPB website.  
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Unsworth Academy Magazine- Zine Machine goes online 
 
Our next edition is all about  'Lockdown'. Drawings, poems, articles on achievements, proud 
moments, even  jokes to make people smile... all accepted!  
The  submission deadline for all work is Monday 22nd February 2021. We can’t wait to see the 
finished magazine!  
 
Farewell to our PGCE student teachers 
 
Today we said goodbye to our three trainee teachers. It has been a pleasure to see them grow 
in confidence and expertise and all throughout an unprecedented Block A placement! Our team 
have ensured that they have had a brilliant introduction to a wonderful profession. All three of 
them have been quite overwhelmed by the support and guidance they have received from our 
school and especially Miss White, our NQT induction tutor. This is what they had to say about 
team Unsworth: “Thankyou for all your help and support. Unsworth was an exceptional 
placement… thankyou for creating such a positive environment to work and learn in and setting 
expectations so high. All the best for the Unsworth journey to becoming Outstanding!” We wish 
Mr Dale, Miss Everett and Miss Holland every success in the future.   
 
Think that’s everything for this week. Many thanks for your continued support. Best wishes snd 
keep safe.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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