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Friday 18th December 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We have finally reached the end of a most memorable and rewarding term. This week we have 
been working hard, but also celebrating our successes and having some well-deserved festive 
fun.  

Rewards, rewards, rewards 

A big thankyou to Miss Power, Miss Steele, and all the pastoral team for ensuring that our end 
of year assemblies have focused on all the amazing achievements of our learners. Learners 
were praised for: 

• 100% attendance (Covid isolation not included) 

• Most Achievement, Community and Engagement points 

• Most Valued Pupil awards per form 

• Learners with zero negative behaviour points 

• Most Improved learner  

• Most Consistently Hardworking learner  

Despite all the disruption to learning caused by Covid related staff and learner absence, 374 
(43%) of our learners have zero negative behaviour points and 658 (75%)  have less than 5 
negative behaviour points this term. There have been 66 Golden Ticket Nominees, with 5 
learners gaining 2 Golden Tickets for Outstanding contribution to the school. Many, many 
learners across all five year groups have really raised their game this term; the pandemic has 
made them realise just how important it is to fully engage with Unsworth Academy and all we 
have to offer. We will not accept mediocrity; we will not accept a lack of respect for the 
“Unsworth Way”; we will not lower our standards. Instead we will continue to raise the bar and  
praise and reward all those who work hard and are proud to be ambassadors of the school.  

Together We Can Appeal  
 
Thanks to everyone for getting behind our drive to support local foodbanks. This year, despite 
everything, we have managed to beat last year’s total with a massive 2787 items collected. How 
amazing is that! Well done everyone! Care in the community at its very best.  
 
Festive Singalong 
 
Many thanks to Miss Brace, our musical enrichment co-ordinator,  for organising our end of 
term form group virtual festive singalong. Well done for a truly inspiring effort!   
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Coronavirus Phone Line 
 
This will be open from 9.30am to 10.30am from Monday 21st December to Wednesday 23rd 
December, for you to update us regarding any learner who has tested positive and was in 
school on Thursday 17th or Friday 18th December.  
 
 
Moving forward  
 
We are delighted to inform you that as from Monday 11th January 2021, after school year group 
enrichment in music and PE will re-commence.  
 
Year 11 Summer Exams 
 
As I detailed in my letter last week, year 11 Summer exams are still scheduled to go ahead, and 
it is therefore very important that year 11 learners plan some considerable revision time into the 
two-week break. Mr Orrell will send out the Summer exam timetable to all year 11’s in a 
separate e-mail today. 
 
Bikes and Scooters to School  
 
We have noticed an increase in the number of learners cycling to school. We would politely ask 
that learners wear a helmet as the roads are especially busy at the start and end of the school 
day. Whilst we have brand new bike sheds, can I also politely remind you that we cannot take 
any responsibility for any damage to, or theft of any bicycles left on our school premises. A very 
small number of learners have started coming to school on electric scooters. Please be 
reminded that this is not allowed. It is illegal to ride an electric scooter on a UK public road, 
cycle lane or pavement.  
 
Last day of term- Christmas Jumper Day 
 
All learners were asked to bring in £1 to support this Save the Children Charity Appeal. This 
year we encouraged learners to up-cycle and create their own amazing jumpers. Have a look at 
some of the fabulous creations on our Twitter feed.  
 
Uniform, Coats, Equipment for the new Spring Term 
 
Please ensure that your child is fully prepared to start the Spring term 2021. Learners must 
arrive in full school uniform and wearing proper school shoes. Learners must ensure that all our 
expectations regarding coats, shoes, bags, equipment, jewellery etc. are met. No false nails. No 
false eyelashes. No hoodies. No piercings. No designer sportswear. (A small number of 
learners are saying their school P.E. kit is in the wash and wearing very expensive designer 
sportswear instead. This is not acceptable. Please have a spare plain inexpensive white t shirt 
and plain black leggings in reserve). Everyone should know this by now.  
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Year 8 Head of Progress from January 2021 
 
We are pleased to inform you that, as from Wednesday 6th January, Miss Sharp, will take up the 
roll of year 8 Head of Progress. A huge thankyou to Mr Farrell for all his hard work supporting 
this year group.  
 
Unsworth Academy Festive Card 
 
This year we decided to produce our own electronic version. So many amazing things have 
happened this term, so many wonderful achievements and magic moments, that we simply 
haven’t been able to squeeze them all in. Please view the card here: 
https://unsworthacademy.org.uk/newsletter/festivecard2020/  
Please visit our Twitter feed via our website to see over 300 magic moments this term! 
 
Last minute update from DFE on returning to school in January 2021  
 
Late yesterday afternoon, (after many schools had already closed for the Festive break), the 
DFE issued a press release, stating that, “Students in exam year groups, vulnerable children 
and children of critical workers will all attend school or college in person from the start of term, 
as will all students in primary, special and alternative provision schools and colleges……. 
Secondary schools and colleges will operate a staggered return, offering all non-exam year 
groups full-time remote education, as close as possible to that which students would get in 
class, during the first week of term, with face-to-face education for all starting on 11 January.” 
 
This means that for the first week back, beginning Wednesday 6th January 2021, only 
Year 11 learners, children of key workers, and vulnerable learners will return to school 
for face to face education. All other learners in years 7 to 10  will access their lessons via 
Microsoft Teams and return to school for face to face teaching on Monday 11th January 
2021.   

We recognise that this is late notice for some families, but this is a directive issued by the 
Department for Education, and beyond our control.  
 
Remote Learning Lessons via Microsoft Teams 
 
Please be reminded, Microsoft Teams lessons will follow the regular school timetable but will 
only be live for the middle half an hour.  
Video lessons will, thus, be as follows:  
Period 1 – 9.20-9.50am  
Period 2 – 10.20-10.50am  
Period 3 – 11.40am-12.10pm  
Period 4 – 12.40-1.10pm  
Period 5 – 2.20-2.50pm  
 
Your teachers will set extra work to be finished after their sessions. If your teacher is ill then the 
lesson will of course not be interactive, but resources and tasks will be uploaded via Microsoft 
teams.   
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If you encounter any difficulties using Microsoft Teams, please visit the 'For Learners' section of 
the school website where you will find help sheets and videos. You can also e- mail 
remotelearning@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk.  
 
 
 
To ensure focused teaching and learning can take place can I remind learners, parents and 
carers of some guidelines around using Microsoft Teams: 
 

• the chat facility is to help teaching and learning and must be used to discuss learning 
only 

• learners must attend meetings (lessons) set up by their teacher only 
• contacting school via e mail must only be done via information@unsworth.shaw-

education.org.uk for general enquires or remotelearning@unsworth.shae-
education.org.uk for specific remote learning enquires  

Staff and Learner Covid Testing from January 2021 

The DFE have also issued guidance regarding the school delivering Lateral Flow Tests from 
January 2021. Information as yet is incomplete, and it is highly likely that more detail will be 
issued over the Christmas holiday. There are still many, many unanswered questions and we 
therefore await further information regarding the testing.  I will as always keep you informed 
once I know more. A copy of the full press release is available on the DFE website.  

And finally...a big, big thank you!  
 
On behalf of Shaw Education Trust, our academy councilors, and the Senior Leadership team, I 
would like to say thankyou to all our amazing staff, who have worked so hard this term to keep 
our learners safe, happy and learning. The cleaners and the site team, the admin team, the 
pastoral team and the teachers have all gone the extra mile. We finish the term with 94% staff 
attendance. Well done Team Unsworth! Enjoy a well-deserved holiday! 
 
Have a safe and relaxing break. Very best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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