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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 27th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
With the exception of a couple of small year group bubbles, we have once again managed to 
keep the school open this week,  for face to face learning, for all year groups. Unfortunately, 
several  of our teachers have tested positive for Coronavirus this week, and I must once again 
thank all our staff who are supporting us to ensure that we are able to remain open and operate 
as normally as we possibly can. As I am sure you will appreciate, staff who are absent through 
illness, including Coronavirus, will not be setting work remotely and we thankyou in advance for 
your support regarding this. 
 
There are a variety of other learning resources to support learners whilst studying at home. These 
include: 
 
Oak National Academy (https://classroom.thenational.academy/)   
Here you will find thousands of lessons and learning resources for each year group in all subject 
areas. You can take part in full lessons including videos, activities and quizzes to check your 
learning. 
 
BBC Bitesize (https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/secondary) 
Here you will find a range of resources to support learning specific topics in each subject 
area. Bitesize follows exam board specifications for the main exam boards and includes a range 
of engaging activities. 
 
Seneca Learning (https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/) 
Here you will find free resources for Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 & 9) and Key Stage 4 (Years 10 & 
11) in a range of subjects. Resources are mapped to the exam syllabus for each exam board to 
ensure content is relevant.   
 
Maths Watch (https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/) 
Learners are familiar with Maths Watch as this has been used regularly for maths homework. 
This resource includes videos to explain each topic along with activities to check learning.  
 
Lexia (https://www.lexiapowerup.com/) 
Year 7 & 8 Learners use Lexia as part of their English curriculum and is proven to improve levels 
of Literacy which has a positive impact on learning in all subjects. 
 
If you need any support with these resources, please see our 'For Learners' section on the school 
website https://unsworthacademy.org.uk/learners/ 
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Year 11 Support 
 
This is an especially challenging and uncertain time for all our year 11 learners. The government 
has stated that examinations at GCSE will take place in June and July 2021 and this is what we 
are preparing for. We are using all our expertise to reassure our year 11’s that, whatever happens, 
we will do all we can to secure the best possible outcomes for them. This first set of mocks will 
allow all our teachers to get a much clearer handle on gaps in learning, and plan accordingly to 
fill them over the coming weeks and months. All year 11 learners now have access to SENECA 
premium to support gap filling and exam preparation at home. All year 11’s have now set their 
targets for academic improvement.  Academic mentors have been assigned to those  year 11 
learners who are most at risk of underperforming. Our pastoral team are working hard to support 
the emotional well being of those year 11’s who are finding this time particularly challenging.  
Thorough exam preparation will alleviate a lot of stress. All year 11’as have been issued with a 
CGP “How to Revise for GCSE Study Skills and Revision Planner.” All year 11’s have been 
directed to attend period 6 revision sessions after school. Please encourage your child to revise 
thoroughly, and especially in those subjects where they are not yet on target. (All too often 
learners revise the topics they like the most, not the topics they need to revise most!) As always, 
please do not hesitate to contact us if you wish to discuss any additional support you feel your 
child may benefit from.  
 
 
Lockdown Practice 
 
Yesterday afternoon we held our first whole school practice lockdown. All staff and learners were 
fully briefed as to why it is important to practice for such an eventuality. All members of the school 
community took the practice very seriously and all learners were a credit to the school. 
 
 
 
Drinks in school  
 
Our drive to eliminate the sale of bottled water and  do our bit  to help save the planet from plastic, 
is going very well. However, I would just like to clarify that water is available to all learners in 
school throughout the school day. There are jugs of water available in the canteen, and learners 
can fill up their water bottles from a supervised water fountain (which is sanitised after every use) 
every lunchtime. We also have spare, new water bottles for any learner who hasn’t got their own. 
(Please see Mrs Power in her office on the top floor). Some learners are still bringing in sugary 
and/or caffeine loaded fizzy drinks. For obvious reasons such drinks are not allowed, and learners 
will be challenged if they are found to be bringing them into school.  
 
 
Headphones for Lexia and Accelerated Reader lessons in the Learning Resource Centre 
 
In order to maximise our safety and sanitising good practice, we will no longer be issuing 
headphones for use during these lessons. All learners are kindly asked to bring in their own 
inexpensive headphones or earphones.  
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UNSWORTH 
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Together We Can Appeal 
 
Learners have already started to bring in cans of beans, soup, rice pudding etc. Thankyou for all 
your support. We look forward to collecting in many more cans over the coming weeks.   
 
Shaw Education Trust Operation Christmas  
 
As a SET school, we are also supporting a SET wide Christmas appeal. We would really 
appreciate any donations of gifts of unused toys, gifts, toiletries, stationary, chocolates etc, so we 
can make up some Christmas present parcels for families who need our support. Please note: 
only unused items can be accepted. The deadline for donations is Monday 14th December. Please 
drop off your donations at reception. 

 
Attendance 
 
Attendance to school is mandatory. Whole school attendance is very good at 95%. Learners 
clearly want the normality of being in school. A big thankyou to all parents/carers for your support 
regarding our attendance drive. However, we must minimise contact with individuals who are 
unwell, by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have 
someone in their household who does, do not attend school. Staff, learners and other adults 
must not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or have tested 
positive in at least the last 10 days.   
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), 
they must be sent home and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate 
for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus 
(COVID-19). If they have tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms 
during the isolation period, they should restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they 
develop symptoms. 
Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from 
when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. These are essential actions to reduce the risk 
in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). 
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the first 
instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.  Keep safe. 
Best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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