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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 20th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Another week has flown by here at school. Year 11 mocks have resumed, all year groups 
are back in, and only a small number of our learners have had to be sent home to self-
isolate. We have also welcomed back some of our teachers who have been off, and really 
quite poorly with Coronavirus. Phased returns on reduced timetables are helping these 
colleagues as they endeavour to get back up to full speed. A big thankyou once again to 
all our colleagues who are helping to support their return to school.  
 
Uniform and P.E. Kit 
 
On  behalf of all the staff, I would like to say a huge thankyou to all our parents/carers for 
their unwavering support for our school uniform policy. Standards are exemplary. Your 
response to ensuring learners have, as a minimum, black non- branded sports leggings, 
white t- shirts and plain black hoodies for P.E. has been fantastic, and welcomed by us 
all, especially the P.E. department. Please continue to support this drive, as well as our 
expectation that all learners have a warm coat and umbrella for school.  
 
Headphones for Lexia and Accelerated Reader lessons in the Learning Resource 
Centre 
 
In order to maximise our safety and sanitising good practice, we will no longer be issuing 
headphones for use during these lessons. All learners are kindly asked to bring in their 
own inexpensive headphones or earphones.  
 
Years 7 to 11 Progress Review and Target Setting 
 
This week’s assemblies have focused on the work we are now driving forward  to support 
all our learners to achieve the best possible outcomes  at the end of this academic year. 
On Monday 23rd November form time will be extended by one hour to enable all learners 
to: 

• review their latest interim report (e-mailed out to all parents /carers late October)  

• establish their strengths and areas for improvement 

• set SMART targets to secure more progress moving forward 
 
Learners at most risk of not meeting their targets will be  placed on academic monitoring 
report. In year 11 the academic mentoring team will be keeping an especially close eye 
on those learners at risk of not meeting their Summer 2021 GCSE expected grades. All 
parents /carers will be contacted if their child is placed on report. However, if you are not 
contacted, and wish to discuss your child’s progress, then please do not hesitate to 
contact school through the usual channels of communication.  
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Year 11 SENECA PREMIUM on line GCSE additional support 
 
This week sees the  launch of Seneca Premium for all our year 11 learners.  This is a 
brilliant online learning resource, with a range of teaching techniques, that supports 
classroom teacher led learning, engages learners’ interest via technology, and rapidly 
increases their understanding in a wide range of GCSE subjects. Through ongoing 
assessment and instant feedback, all learners can quickly understand where the gaps in 
their knowledge are, and can then revisit these topics to maximise their progress. Used 
regularly and widely, this package can boost GCSE outcomes by at least two GCSE 
grades. Mr Lamb will lead on working with year 11 forms next week to ensure that all our 
year 11 learners are taught how to maximise their use of Seneca Premium.   
 
 
Together We Can Appeal 
 
On Monday 20th November we will launch our “Together We Can Appeal”. This appeal 
has been running for several years now, and year on year we have seen an increase in 
the number of cans of food our learners and their families have kindly donated, to support 
local foodbanks over the festive season. If each learner were to bring in just two cans of 
food, we would be able to donate over 1,750 cans to those most in need. If you can (no 
pun intended!) please pop a couple of tins of beans or soup etc into your shopping trolley 
this weekend and send them into school next week. Form mentors will collect them in 
during form time.  
 
 
Enrichment during National Lockdown 
 
Year 11 period 6 classes will resume from Monday.  The Learning Resource Centre will 
be open for Study Club as usual, for learners to revise and catch up on their studies, 
including Lexia and Accelerated Reader. Study Club runs from 3.05pm to 4.00pm in the 
LRC as follows:  
 
Monday – Year 11  
Tuesday – Year 9 
Wednesday- Year 10 
Thursday-Year 8 
Friday – year 7 
 
The P.E. department are desperate to resume after school sports activities. We have still 
not had the green light to do this from the government, but will do so the minute we are 
told we can. A big thank you this week to the English department for organising poetry 
workshops with local poet Oliver Lomax and to the Drama department for inviting in 
members of The Royal Exchange Theatre to stretch and challenge our budding actors!  
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Year 9 into 10 Graduation Ceremony 
 
This prestigious SET school wide event is usually held at Keele University and celebrates 
the most improved learners graduating from year 9 into year 10. On Thursday this week 
we held our own in house ceremony. The ceremony is part of a raft of work we do in 
school to inspire and challenge our learners to go on to achieve great things, including 
graduating from university. A big thankyou to Mr Orrell for organising the ceremony and 
to Miss Taylor for capturing on camera the very moment when the mortar boards hats 
were thrown into the air! Check out this great picture and others on Twitter.  
 
 
PAD Day and Food Bank 
 
Just a reminder that the school will be closed to all learners for staff training on Friday 
27th November. On this day we will also be running our Food Bank for any Unsworth 
Academy family who needs support at this challenging time. The foodbank will run from 
2pm to 3.15pm.  
 
 
Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the 
first instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.  
Keep safe. Best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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