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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 13th November 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am pleased to inform you that we had another great week in school. We have only had four 
teachers off and we have only had to send three small year group bubbles home to self- isolate. 
One of these bubbles was in year 11, so the decision was made to postpone the year 11 mocks 
for two days to ensure that the year 11’s have the same mock exams experience. The behaviour 
and focus of the year 11’s in their mocks so far has been absolutely exemplary, and we know this 
will continue once the mocks resume next week. A big thankyou to all year 11 parents/carers for 
their overwhelming support regarding this decision, along with all their support for how we are 
supporting these learners in their most important school year.  
 
Year 11 Prefects and Student Council  
 
The year 11 prefect process is going well and we have had many excellent applications. We are 
extending the deadline for another week to enable some last minute applications to come in. If 
your child has not applied, then please do encourage them to do so. This is a perfect time to seize 
this opportunity to dip a toe into the world of leadership, and in doing so build confidence and self 
-esteem. Student Councils ballots are now complete and we look forward to holding our first year 
group Student Council meetings very soon.  
  
After school activities during National Lockdown 
 
Year 11 period 6 classes will resume from Monday.  The Learning Resource Centre will be open 
for Study Club as usual, for learners to revise and catch up on their studies, including Lexia and 
Accelerated Reader. Study Club runs from 3.05pm to 4.00pm in the LRC as follows:  
 
Monday – Year 11  
Tuesday – Year 9 
Wednesday- Year 10 
Thursday-Year 8 
Friday – year 7 
 
We can’t wait for the National Lockdown to end so that we can get our P.E. after school 
enrichment offer back on track.  
 
Keep Safe Expectations 
 
Learners are now securely in the habit of following our “Keep Safe” expectations; these   include 
wearing face masks, following the one-way system, and routinely sanitising hands. We have had 
to hand out only a very small number of face masks this week- usually to replace damaged pale 
blue disposable ones. Please can parents/carers ensure where possible that their child has a 
robust mask which will not break.  
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Uniform  
 
Thanks to your support, standards of school uniform remain extremely high. Where 
parents/carers have not yet been able to purchase the Unsworth Academy black P.E.  track top 
and leggings, they are now clearly supporting our alternative “Covid” offer which is to wear a non- 
branded plain black sweat top and plain black leggings instead. A plain white non- branded t-shirt 
is also acceptable, but only on the rare occasion that the school P.E t-shirt is in the wash. All 
learners must wear either the white school P.E. t-shirt or a plain white one under their track top. 
No branded t-shirts, leggings or sweat tops are allowed. Our drive to keep up these very high 
expectations will continue, so please support what are very fair and reasonable adjustments given 
the current restrictions. I have had a quick look on Amazon and plain black sweat tops and black 
sports leggings are available for around £10.00 each, and plain white t-shirts for £4. More learners 
are now wearing plain grey v neck jumpers under their blazers which is good to see. Please 
remember, we will not allow hoodies to replace coats. This means that it is important that learners 
bring a coat to school.  
 
Behaviour in the Community 
 
This week I have received three letters from members of the local community, each one very 
different. One is from an elderly lady writing to praise one of our learners who helped her when 
she fell in the street. This young lady is a wonderful ambassador for our school. The other two 
letters are unfortunately letters of complaint. One is regarding litter and learners congregating on 
the local park after school. The other is about a member of the public witnessing and hearing a 
small group of our learners using very bad language in conversation with each other when walking 
home from school. As you can see, a tiny minority of learners who are behaving in an anti-social 
way are letting the rest of team Unsworth down. We will re-iterate the need for exemplary 
behaviour in the community during form time and assemblies next week. Staff at the Unsworth 
Co-op have also asked us to remind our learners that they must wear their face masks when in 
the shop. (Far too many learners are claiming they are exempt.) This we will also do next week. 
As always, your support at home regarding these matters is very much appreciated.  
 
PAD Day and Food Bank 
 
As per the school calendar, the school will be closed to all learners for staff training on Friday 
27th November. On this day we will also be running our Food Bank for our disadvantaged and 
most needy families. The Food Bank will be open from 2pm to 3.15pm.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the first 
instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.  Keep safe. 
Best wishes. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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