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“

”
I think the school is great as 
the teachers are supportive 
of students and keep parents 
updated on their child’s 
progress. – Year 9 student

Welcome to our school

3

Sue Armstrong
Academy Principal

As Academy Principal, I am very pleased to 
welcome you to Unsworth Academy. 

Our mission is to work together to inspire and challenge our 
learners to achieve excellence. This mission is reflected in our 
school motto: Inspire, Challenge, Excel. 

Our vision is to be ‘outstanding in everything we do’. This is our 
end goal and what we strive to achieve with every action we take. 

Our values are reflected in our core principles and standards. 
We want all members of the school community to have respect, 
pride and ambition for ourselves, our school and others. 

Our principles are completely aligned to the Shaw Education 
Trust’s and we work in conjunction with the Trust, and its 
network of schools, to ensure the best outcomes for all learners.

We welcome prospective parents 
to visit our academy. To arrange 
a tour please call: 0161 796 9820
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The Shaw Education Trust

We are delighted that The Unsworth Academy is an 
integral member of our family of schools.

As a Trust we work with leaders, staff and students to deliver 
awesome outcomes for young people; outcomes which open the 
doors to a world of opportunity. We support students to aspire to 
the highest ambitions, and improve their life chances by enabling 
every individual’s greatest possible success.

Together we are stronger and capable of  
incredible things. 

We are very proud of the journey the Academy has taken to date 
and we are wholeheartedly determined that the best is yet to come.

Jo Morgan
CEO Shaw Education Trust

We are a growing, dynamic group of academies who deliver 
high-quality education provision across all ages and abilities. 
We are proud to work in collaboration with over 26 academies, 
4 teaching schools and 1 research school, stretching from 
Birmingham to Greater Manchester, promoting inclusivity in our 
provision, policies and procedures in order to secure the best 
outcomes for our pupils.

About our Trust Message from the CEO

5

Trust Values

About our Institute of Education

Be pupil and people centred

Be innovative

Act with integrity

Be best-in-class

Be accountable

Within our umbrella of provision, we offer a range of school-to-
school support and staff development opportunities through our 

Institute of Education, including:

•  Blackfriars Teaching School Alliance
•  Keele and North Staffordshire Teacher Education

•  St Andrew’s Teaching School
•  St Martins Teaching School

To find out more about our Trust’s provision  
and career opportunities, visit our website at:  

www.shaw-education.org.uk

Our shared values are fundamental in everything 
we do. We have the highest ambitions for, and 
expectations of, our pupils and staff in all aspects 
of school life and we work hard to develop these 
qualities throughout our family network.

We believe that all children should be given the 
opportunity to be successful and reach their full 
potential, whatever their starting point; therefore, 
we continuously strive to:
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“

”
At our school we get the 
opportunity to socialise and 
make friends with people 
from other year groups.  
– Year 9 student

We have the highest ambitions for, and expectations of, our pupils in all aspects  
of school life and we work hard to develop these qualities in every student.

Our dedicated staff members are committed to developing 
pupils’ interests and inspiring them to be successful. Our 
pastoral team consists of enthusiastic staff who ensure that the 
learning, language, emotional and behavioural needs of all pupils 
are effectively met.

Our brand new, state-of-the-art building will further enable us 
to create a happy and healthy learning environment in which 
students can benefit from high-tech equipment, spacious 
learning areas and quality sport facilities.

About our school

7
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“

”
I enjoy being at Unsworth 
Academy because although 
the lessons are challenging, 
they are very engaging  
and fun. – Year 9 student

Our curriculum

The curriculum at Unsworth Academy is broad, 
balanced and exciting.

Through an array of subjects at Key Stage 3 our expert  
teachers ensure learners foster a love of learning, are 
intellectually challenged and lay foundation building blocks  
for future success. 

Learners are guided at each stage to focus on their futures 
through our high quality careers programme. We pledge that 
from Year 7 all learners will participate in at least one  
meaningful encounter with an employer every school year as 
we benchmark our provision against the Gatsby Charitable 
Foundation requirements.

9
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Our enrichment opportunities
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We go beyond the expected, so that our learners have access 
to a wide, rich set of experiences. As well as drawing on high 
quality agencies such as the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme 
and the National Citizenship Service, we offer a diverse range of 
visits and clubs, some of which are listed below:

Throughout their journey at Unsworth Academy, 
our learners’ experiences are enhanced by our 
varied enrichment programme giving learners the 
opportunity to try something new, develop their 
skills and challenge themselves. 

 ● Computing

 ● Sports

 ● Skiing

 ● Theatre trips

 ● Medical days

 ● Debates

 ● Chess

 ● History

 ● Musical Theatre

 ● Baking

 ● Reading Club

 ● Library Club

 ● Music Club

11

“

”

You get a great sense of 
caring at the school. It is 
not just about grades and 
qualifications, but how 
people behave, respect  
and treat each other.  

– Parent of Year 10 student

Student leadership empowers 
learners to impact on their 
community whilst developing 
their own personal skills. 
Across Unsworth Academy 
we give learners in all year 
groups the opportunity to be 
a leader. Learners can lead in 
specific subjects, sports, in 
their year group and across 
school, working alongside staff 
to develop a positive climate in 
which everyone has a voice.



Our enrichment opportunities

10

We go beyond the expected, so that our learners have access 
to a wide, rich set of experiences. As well as drawing on high 
quality agencies such as the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme 
and the National Citizenship Service, we offer a diverse range of 
visits and clubs, some of which are listed below:

Throughout their journey at Unsworth Academy, 
our learners’ experiences are enhanced by our 
varied enrichment programme giving learners the 
opportunity to try something new, develop their 
skills and challenge themselves. 

 ● Computing

 ● Sports

 ● Skiing

 ● Theatre trips

 ● Medical days

 ● Debates

 ● Chess

 ● History

 ● Musical Theatre

 ● Baking

 ● Reading Club

 ● Library Club

 ● Music Club

11

“

”

You get a great sense of 
caring at the school. It is 
not just about grades and 
qualifications, but how 
people behave, respect  
and treat each other.  

– Parent of Year 10 student

Student leadership empowers 
learners to impact on their 
community whilst developing 
their own personal skills. 
Across Unsworth Academy 
we give learners in all year 
groups the opportunity to be 
a leader. Learners can lead in 
specific subjects, sports, in 
their year group and across 
school, working alongside staff 
to develop a positive climate in 
which everyone has a voice.



Shaw Education Trust
Kidsgrove High School, Gloucester Road, 
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST7 4DL

 01782 948 259 
 info@shaw-education.org.uk
  shaw-education.org.uk 
  @ShawEducationTrust
 @ShawEduTrust

For a tour of the academy please contact us using the details below.

Unsworth Academy
Parr Lane, Bury  BL9 8LP

  0161 796 9820
 information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk 
  unsworthacademy.org.uk


