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12/10/2020 
 

FOR PARENTS/CARERS OF LEARNERS OF DIRECT CLOSE CONTACTS OF A 
CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID 19 at UNSWORTH ACADEMY 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Public Health England have informed us that there have been 4 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 within school in year 10.  

There are 138 learners in this year group. Each of these four learners has been in close 
contact with a minimum of 30 other learners. With such high close contact numbers, the 
only sensible way forward to ensure high quality teaching and learning for all year 10’s is 
for this entire year group to isolate and all work from home via Microsoft Teams. 

Year 10 learners must now stay at home and self-isolate up to and including Thursday 
22nd October (this is because the children who have tested positive have not been in 
school since Friday 9th October, which marks the start of the 14-day isolation period). 
Year 10 learners will be able to attend school again from Friday 23rd October 2020. 

It is very important that all year 10 learners attend school on this day so that we 
can establish how much if any, learning recover work needs to be completed over 
the October half term.  

We are asking you to do this to reduce the further spread of COVID 19 to others in the 
community. 

If your child is well at the end of this period of self-isolation, then they can return to usual 
activities. A negative test does not mean that your child can return to school earlier. Other 
members of your household can continue normal activities provided your child does not 
develop symptoms within the 14-day self-isolation period. 

Remote Learning Procedures are in place to commence on Tuesday 13th October 2020. 
The procedures will be shared with students in assembly this afternoon and with parents 
via email this evening. 

All Remote Learning will take place on Microsoft Teams. Teams can be accessed via 
the internet or via the Teams App but please note that we advise use of the App for 
better functionality. Learners have had the Teams app demonstrated to them in 
assembly. Learners must remember that their log-in is the same as their log-in to the 
school system and Teams works on all devices (see attached quick start guide). 
 
 
If learners are accessing Teams on an I Pad or phone and, thus, do not have the 
capacity to submit through the App, they can work in the Remote Learning Exercise 
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book that was handed out in assembly this afternoon.  Again, this work will 
subsequently be put in their normal exercise book for feedback. 
 
The work that their teachers put on Teams will be consistent with the topics covered in 
class so that you do not miss out on any learning. 
 
From Tuesday 13th October teachers will be providing a combination of video lessons 
and set work. This, again, will be exclusively through Teams. Video lessons will follow 
the regular school timetable but will only be live for the middle half an hour. This will 
enable our teachers to set up the lessons whilst they continue to physically move 
around the Academy building teaching year groups that are in school.  
 
Video lessons will, thus, be as follows: 
Period 1 – 9.20-9.50am 
Period 2 – 10.20-10.50am 
Period 3 – 11.40am-12.10pm 
Period 4 – 12.40-1.10pm 
Period 5 – 2.20-2.50pm 
Teachers will set extra work to be finished after their sessions.  
 
We will, no doubt, encounter some difficulties but by working together in the 
Home/School Partnership we will solve them. If you are encountering any difficulty or 
have any queries please email remotelearning@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk and 
we will get back to you as soon as is possible. 
 

If your child in entitled to a free school meal, then you will be contacted shortly with more 
information on how this will be provided to you. 

Symptoms of COVID 19 
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are recent onset of: 

· new continuous cough and/or 
· high temperature and/or 
· a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

 
 
Who is considered a close contact in a school setting?  
A close contact is defined as a person who has had contact (see below) at any time from 
48 hours before onset of symptoms (or test if asymptomatic) to 10 days after onset of 
symptoms (or test):  

• a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre) with someone who 
has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), including:  

• being coughed on, or  

• having a face-to-face conversation, or  

• having skin-to-skin physical contact, or  
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• any contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact  

• a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for  

• coronavirus (COVID-19) for more than 15 minutes  

• a person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) or in a large vehicle near someone who has 
tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• people who spend significant time in the same household as a person who has 
tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

 
 
Which contacts need to self-isolate?  
  
Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive and they had attended the 
school in the 48 hours prior to developing symptoms, direct and close contacts will be 
identified and advised to self-isolate.  
  
Please note: The other household members of that wider class or group do not need to 
self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in that group 
subsequently develops symptoms.  
 
  
How to stop the spread of COVID-19 during self-isolation 

There are things you can do to help reduce the risk of you and anyone you live with 
getting ill with COVID-19 

· wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds 
· use hand sanitiser gel if soap and water are not available 
· wash your hands as soon as you get home 
· cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when 

you cough or sneeze 
· put used tissues in the bin immediately and wash your hands afterwards 
· keep 2 metres away from people who you don’t live with 
· wear a face covering indoors in public places 

 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19 

If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at least 
10 days from the date when their symptoms appeared as advised in 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance  
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You should arrange for testing for your child by: 

• https://www.bury.gov.uk/book a coronavirus test  

• https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested  

• 111.nhs.uk  

• your GP  

All other household members who remain well must stay at home and not leave the house 
for 14 days. 

The 14-day period starts from the day when the first person in the house became ill. 

Household members should not go to work, school or public areas and exercise should 
be taken within the home. 

Household members staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount 
of infection the household could pass on to others in the community 

If you can, move any vulnerable individuals (such as the elderly and those with underlying 
health conditions) out of your home, to stay with friends or family for the duration of the 
home isolation period. 

Support during self-isolation 

If you become symptomatic, have to self-isolate and don't have any other support, Bury 
Community hubs are still here to help with food shopping and collecting medicine 
supplies.  

How to get help during self-isolation 

• Contact us by phone: Dial 0161 253 5353 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm). 

• Greater Manchester Text phone: Dial 07860 022876 (Messages will be responded 
to by the next working day) 

 
Further Information 
Latest NHS information and advice about coronavirus (COVID-19) 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  
PHE Staying at Home Guidance 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
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If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the school directly.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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