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Friday 9th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Another really super week here at Unsworth Academy. We have not had to send any groups of 
learners home this week to self-isolate; this is great news as I know our learners really want to 
learn on site and fully engage in school life. Morale is high, learners are behaving well and working 
hard, and enrichment is flourishing. Year 11’s are very busy preparing for their mock exams which 
start the week beginning Monday 9th November, CATs testing for year 7’s takes place next week, 
and there are lots of classroom based assessments taking place across the school as we 
continue to support our young people to thrive academically. We are really pleased with our 
school video, which replaces our usual Open Evening and Open Day events. Well done to all 
those who took part, especially Leneshe and Zac, our year 7 stars! Today is World Mental Health 
Day and a big well done to all our staff and learners who have worn something yellow and 
contributed £1 to support mental health charities. Check out the video and pictures on our Twitter 
feed, which is a fantastic showcase for the amazing things taking place here at Unsworth 
Academy! 
 
Outstanding Rewards 
We are unwavering in our commitment to ensuring all our learners understand how valuable they 
are to us, and how determined we are to continually raise the profile of rewards across the school. 
This week Mrs Power, our new Deputy responsible for Personal Development, Behaviour and 
Welfare, has launched our new and improved rewards system.   
 
ACE Achievement Points and Most Valued Pupil 
All learners will still receive achievement points via SIMs. However, the achievement categories 
have now been streamlined into just three, namely: Achievement, Community and Engagement, 
known collectively as ACE. Reward points can be awarded by any staff at any point throughout 
each school day, and there is no limit to how many reward points each learner can achieve. Our 
amazing learners have already achieved over 300 reward points this week.  Alongside these 
achievement points, teachers will continue to award one Most Valuable Person (MVP) every 
lesson, which is based on excellent contribution within the lesson.  
 
Golden Tickets 
This week has also seen the launch of our very exciting Golden Ticket reward. Each member of 
staff has been given just one golden ticket, to give out only once over each term, to a learner who 
has done something or achieved something truly “golden” and exceptional.  Golden tickets will 
be placed into the special golden ticket box, to be drawn this term during Christmas week, and at 
the end of each term thereafter. The special winner will receive an exceptional reward! 
 
Postcards and Phone Calls 
In addition to the rewards, learners continue to receive postcards from teachers to take home. 
More   positive weekly phone calls are also being made by staff to congratulate learners on all 
aspects of school life that are going well. Finally, we can’t wait to hold our Covid secure end of 
term assemblies. These will be live streamed into form rooms to deliver congratulations and 
prizes to those learners who have been exceptional this term.  
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Our enhanced rewards offer allows all our learners to be recognised for their hard work and 
engagement, on both a short and long term basis. Follow us on Twitter to ensure you all get a 
real flavour of our rewards and just how wonderful our young people are and how proud we are 
of them all! 
 
Face Masks 
Our learners are very good at wearing their masks in our public indoor spaces, on the corridors 
and so forth. However, an increasing number of learners are becoming complacent, are forgetting 
to bring their masks to school and are starting to expect us to supply them for them. This week 
alone we have handed out over 100 masks to learners upon entry to school. Moving forward, we 
simply cannot afford to do this. Please ensure your child has a mask for school, alongside a spare 
one, otherwise we may have to start isolating learners until parents/carers come to school with a 
mask for them. 
 
 
Mobile Phones  
Our mobile phone policy clearly states that mobile phones are not to be used in school. However, 
a tiny minority of learners are using their mobile phones in school. They have responded 
appropriately when challenged and handed over their phones to be placed in the school safe until 
the end of the school day. Parents/carers will need to pick up phones from school themselves if 
any learners repeatedly break this school rule, a rule which is in place to support safeguarding 
and keep everyone safe. If any learners need to contact their parents/carers or vice versa, then 
this communication must take place through the school phoneline.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance to school is mandatory. Our school attendance is improving, and this week stands at 
94.7%. Parents/carers and learners clearly understand how important it is for our young people 
to be in school, happy, safe and learning. Mrs Chamberlain, our outstanding in-house attendance 
officer, is doing a fantastic job, liaising with families to ensure everyone who should be in school, 
is in school.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the first 
instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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