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Friday 18th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As we work our way through this academic year, I will continue to write to you all on a regular 
basis. This will enable us to continue to work together, so we can support our learners to keep 
safe, happy and learning well. 
 
Despite all the uncertainties we are facing, our school community continues to go from strength 
to strength. Staff morale is high and staff attendance is exemplary. Our learners are behaving 
well and respecting the new school rules. The school is calm and orderly. Standards of uniform 
and equipment are excellent, and high-quality teaching and learning is the norm. Our site team 
are doing a fantastic job, ensuring the school site is robustly and routinely cleaned. Parents and 
carers are overwhelmingly supportive and understanding of the challenges we are facing. Well 
done and thank you team Unsworth!  
 
Moving forward with Remote Learning/Learning from Home 
 
As directed by Public Health England, we had no choice but to send all year 7 learners home this 
week; we are really looking forward to welcoming them all back on Tuesday 22nd September. 
Unfortunately, we have found out today from Public Health England that all year 8 learners must 
now work from home next week as a year 8 learner has tested positive. Siblings in other year 
groups can come to school. Year 8 will return to school on Monday 28th September.  
 
No-one wants to see any more individual learners, classes or year groups sent home to learn as 
directed by Public Health England; however, we must accept and plan for this to happen.  
As from Monday 21st September 2020, we will be good to go to deliver all remote learning via 
Microsoft Teams for whole classes, year groups or individual learners who have an X code 
(COVID19 related absence- either awaiting a result, have had a positive test or are self- 
isolating).  Mr Lamb, our Remote Learning Co-ordinator, will shortly send out, via e-mail, a 
learner/parent guide to ensure everyone at home is able to access this way of learning. Please 
note: if a learner is too ill to come to school and the illness is not Covid 19 related, then, just as 
in normal times, we will not set work for them. 
 
Microsoft Teams lessons will be interactive, with the teacher able to speak to and teach the class 
via video. For this to work the school timetable will have to be followed, almost as it would be if 
the learners were in the school building. To allow for teachers to finish off teaching any face to 
face classes and then upload resources for classes they will teach next lesson remotely, the video 
part of the lesson will begin around 15 minutes into the lesson. If a class or year group has not 
been sent home but there are learners missing from the class with an X code, then the teacher 
will upload the lesson resources for those learners at the end of the school day. Some of the 
work set will be completed online and some will need to be completed on paper. Mr Fair, Deputy 
Principal Teaching and Learning, will ensure that all learners are issued with a Remote Learning 
Exercise Book. This book will contain clear instructions to ensure that any paper-based work is 
completed to a very high standard and can be collected in by individual teachers for assessment 
upon return to school. As I know you will appreciate, Microsoft teams is a new way of working; 
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there will no doubt be some teething problems in the early stages of roll out; please be patient 
and we thankyou in advance for your support. 
 
Show my Homework will continue to be used but only for homework.  
 
Attendance 
 
Attendance to school is mandatory. However, as per the latest government guidance for full 
opening of schools, last updated 17th September 2020, we must minimise contact with 
individuals who are unwell, by ensuring that those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school. Staff, 
learners and other adults must not come into the school if they have coronavirus (COVID-19) 
symptoms or have tested positive in at least the last 10 days.   
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high temperature, 
or has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), they must be sent 
home and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus 
(COVID-19) infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and 
should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). If they have tested 
positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms during the isolation period, 
they should restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they develop symptoms. 
Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from 
when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. These are essential actions to reduce the risk 
in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 
Year 11 Support 
 
Additional support for year 11’ s has commenced this week. All year 11 have received valuable 
information and guidance from five local post 16 education colleges, including Bury College and 
Holy Cross. Mr Welsh our Careers adviser has started his socially distanced one to one careers 
interviews, and all year 11 learners and their parents/carers will have been e-mailed an invitation 
to join the Bury Virtual Careers Event on Wednesday 23rd September from 3.00pm to 7.00pm.  
The year 11 period 6 (3.05pm to 4.00pm) subject based revision timetable commences from 
Monday 21st September. We urge all year 11 parents/carers to ensure their child attends all the 
sessions available to them. A big thankyou to Mr Orrell for organising all this valuable additional 
support and to all year 11 teachers for their contributions to the period 6 timetable.  
 
Food and Drink 
 
As from Monday 21st September the school canteen will be offering a warm food option of a 
pasta pot to compliment the sandwich offer currently in place.   We hope to push out more 
warm food in the near future.  
 
Cancellation of Evening Events 
 
The coronavirus pandemic has left us with no choice but to cancel all our evening events for 
the foreseeable future. We are currently working on a virtual Open Evening video which we will 
send out to all feeder primaries and put on the website by the end of September. We are also 
looking at ways in which we can effectively compensate for the cancellation of upcoming 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
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Parents’ Evenings. Details will be sent to you all as soon as our plans are finalised. Thankyou for 
your patience in this matter. In the meantime, if you wish to speak to someone regarding your 
child’s progress then please do not hesitate to get in touch with school via the e-mail address  
 
Travelling to and from school on public transport 
 
As per the government guidelines, it is mandatory to wear face masks on public transport. All 
staff continue to remind learners that they must wear their face masks when using public 
transport. Mrs Power (deputy) and I have been regularly boarding the buses ourselves at the 
end of the school day to remind all learners to wear their masks. However, this is not 
something we can continue to do every day. If your child travels on public transport then 
please remind them that it is their responsibility to wear a mask at all times, including when 
travelling to and from school.  We have no mandate to enforce the wearing of masks by 
learners on public transport.  
 
Dropping off and picking up children by car 
 
Last week I wrote to you expressing some concerns regarding some parents parking on the 
approach road and on the zig zag yellow markings (which indicate that no car must be parked 
there during school times) and creating congestion. There has been some improvement and we 
thank you for this. However, we continue to ask for your support in this matter and politely ask 
that, if you haven’t yet done so, you park further afield, down Parr Lane or Sunnybank Road for 
example.  
 
 
Enrichment – Study Club/Music Club/PE and Sports 
 
Study Club will run with Miss Mortenson in the Learning Resource Centre from 3.05pm to 
4.00pm Monday to Friday as follows: 
 
Monday - Year 8 
Tuesday –  Year 9 
Wednesday - Year 10 
Thursday –    Year 11 
Friday –         Year 7 
 
Music Club (for anyone interested in music-singing-Samba band etc-) will be led by Mrs Brace 
in the Lecture Theatre from 3.05pm to 4.00pm as follows: 
 
Monday – Year 7  
Tuesday – Year 8 
Wednesday – Year 9 
Thursday -Year 10 
Friday – Year 11 
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Please note: Learners who are going to AFTER SCHOOL PE enrichment are allowed to wear 
their PE kit that day.     
 
Thank you for your continued support. We are working very hard to get everything right and 
keep everyone safe, happy and learning. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the first 
instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 

Mrs Armstrong  
Academy Principal 
 
                               


