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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
 
Friday 11th September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we come to the end of our first full week back at school I would like to thank you all 
for your support. The learners’ uniform, behaviour, and attitude to learning have been 
fantastic. Everyone has quickly got used to the new routines, with our school community 
pulling together to get this new academic year off to a flying start. I will continue to write 
to you all on a regular basis to share key messages as we work together during these 
unprecedented times to ensure all our learners have a fantastic school year.  
 
Attendance 
Attendance to school so has been very, very good, with 100% staff attendance and 
learner attendance averaging around 95%. Mrs Chamberlain, our full-time attendance 
officer is doing a great job, supporting families to ensure their child/children attend school. 
However, as per the latest DFE Guidelines, if your child has coronavirus symptoms, lives 
with someone in their household who has symptoms, or has tested positive for 
Coronavirus then they must not attend school. We must be contacted immediately, to 
inform us of this and we will then advise you on what to do next . 
 
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), 
they must be sent home and advised to follow guidance for households with possible or 
confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out that they should self-isolate 
for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to see if they have coronavirus 
(COVID-19).If they have tested positive whilst not experiencing symptoms but develop 
symptoms during the isolation period, they should restart the 10-day isolation period from 
the day they develop symptoms. Other members of their household (including any 
siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had 
symptoms.  
 
Public Health England has provided all school leaders with a step by step guide to 
quickly identify and contain any potential COVID-19 outbreak. They will work with us to 
access the risks and they will advise us on what actions to take, which may include 
temporary or partial closure of the school to an identified group of learners.  
 
Our team are on duty, ensuring learners wear their face masks when moving in communal 
areas, follow the one-way system, routinely sanitise their hands and stay in their year 
group bubbles. Our learners have been extremely compliant and understand why these 
new procedures are in place. However, a few learners have forgotten their masks this 
week and we have had to had out around 100 disposable ones. As I know you will 
appreciate, we simply cannot afford to continue to do this. Please ensure your child gets 
into the routine of bringing two masks to school (one spare), and with a plastic bag to 
keep them in when they are not being worn. Please ensure the fabric masks are washed 
along side school uniform.  
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested
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Congregating in public places to and from school 
 
Can I please remind you that it is the responsibility of parents and carers to ensure that 
your child does not congregate and socialise in any group before or after school that 
would be in breach of Covid 19 restrictions. We know all our young people want to 
socialise and spend time with each other, but together we must try to educate our learners 
to make the right choices, keep safe and support our local residents.  
 
Wearing masks on public transport 
 
As per the government guidelines, it is mandatory to wear face masks on public 
transport. We have seen for ourselves that some of our learners are not wearing them 
on the buses, on the way home from school. All form mentors have reminded learners 
that they must wear their face masks when using public transport; this has also been 
mentioned in assemblies. Mrs Power (deputy) and I have been boarding the buses 
ourselves at the end of the school day to remind all learners to wear their masks. 
However, this is not something we can continue to do every day. If your child travels on 
public transport then please remind them that it is their responsibility to wear a mask at 
all times, including when travelling to and from school.   
 
 
Dropping off and picking up children by car 
 
A considerable number of children are now being brought to and from school by car. 
The vast majority of parents are parking away from the school approach road and we 
thank them for doing so. However, a small but significant minority of parents are parking 
on the approach road and even on the zig zag yellow markings (which indicate that no 
car must be parked there during school times) and creating congestion. Even with staff 
on duty, this is creating a potentially dangerous situation when all our learners are trying 
to cross the approach road and make their way safely home. This week the senior 
leadership team have been politely speaking to individual drivers and asking them to 
park further afield, for example, further up or down Parr Lane or on Sunnybank Road. 
However, if the situation does not improve then I will have no choice but to seek traffic 
warden support.  
 
Lunchtimes 
 
Thanks to the amazing staff here at Unsworth Academy, all learners can now eat their 
lunch in their form room and whatever the weather. To support a smooth school re-
opening we are currently only offering a sandwich option at lunchtimes. We are 
however, meeting with our catering team next week to look at ways of re-introducing 
some hot lunch options. Learners are bringing in re-usable drinks bottles and it is 
fantastic news that we are no longer unnecessarily getting through hundreds of plastic 
bottles a week by selling water on site. If any learner forgets to bring in their drink bottle, 
paper cups of water are available in the canteen, and a water fountain on the ground 
floor is supervised so learners can fill up their water bottles at lunchtime as well. All 
learners have been told that, if they forget to bring in a drink (no fizzy or energy drinks 
please) then they must let a member of staff know so we can get them a drink of water.   
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Enrichment  
 
I am delighted to inform you that our revised “Covid-19 friendly” enrichment offer begins 
next week. The current need for us to ensure learners keep in their own year groups 
means that enrichment will also be run in year groups.  
 
Study Club will run with Miss Mortenson in the Learning Resource Centre from 3.05pm 
to 4.00pm Monday to Friday as follows: 
 
Monday - Year 8 
Tuesday –  Year 9 
Wednesday - Year 10 
Thursday –    Year 11 
Friday –         Year 7 
 
 
Music Club (for anyone interested in music-singing-Samba band etc-) will be led 
by Mrs Brace in the Lecture Theatre from 3.05pm to 4.00pm as follows: 
 
Monday – Year 7  
Tuesday – Year 8 
Wednesday – Year 9 
Thursday -Year 10 
Friday – Year 11 
 
We will be pushing out our PE enrichment offer enrichment very soon, and more 
curriculum based enrichment will  follow over the coming weeks. A big thankyou to all 
our staff for their support with our lunchtime and after school activities.  
 
Thankyou for your continued support. Feedback from parents/carers, staff and learners 
over these last two weeks has been overwhelmingly positive. We are working very hard 
to get everything right and keep everyone safe, happy and learning. There will of course 
be challenges along the way, so please do contact the school in the first instance if you 
have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail. Rest assured, 
we are here to listen, help and support.  
 
Best wishes,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Armstrong 
                                                           


