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Friday 25th September 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
This week has again presented many challenges which we have worked hard to 
overcome. Thank you all for your support and positive feedback as we work through this 
ever-changing academic year.  I would also like to publically thank all the staff here at 
Unsworth Academy. Staff attendance is exemplary. Staff commitment to deliver the best 
possible learning experiences and quickly adapt to new ways of teaching is exemplary. 
The determination of all our staff to overcome every obstacle thrown at them is 
exemplary.  
 
School Closures 
 
Closing the school to year groups and year group bubbles is very, very  frustrating and 
challenging  for us all, and no more so when we have to contact home, to tell 
parents/carers that a period of self- isolation already underway, must now be extended. 
It really feels as if we are constantly taking two steps forward, then two steps back, when 
there is another confirmed case of Covid19 amongst our school community. However, as 
per government guidelines, we must follow the advice of Public Health England as and 
when each individual case arises. We have to adhere to this guidance. Infection rates are 
currently the highest in the north west of England (along with London), so disruption to 
on site learning is only to be expected. The situation in school is changing almost daily, 
so please keep a close eye on your e-mails to ensure you are fully up to speed as to 
when your child will be on site or learning from home. Some parents/carers have 
expressed concern that some learners who have been sent home to work and self-
isolate, are not self-isolating, and have been seen out and about with other young people. 
Unfortunately, all we can do is inform parents/carers that their child must self- isolate. We 
have no powers to enforce what happens outside of school. All we can do is ask that all 
parents/carers and learners follow the government guidelines and help to reduce the 
spread of infection. 
 
Teaching and Learning Update 
 
This week we have provided live lessons via Microsoft Teams for all learners in years 7, 
8 and 10 who have been learning whilst self-isolating at home. These lessons have 
followed the school timetable to allow learners to follow their curriculum and continue to 
learn. A massive well done to the overwhelming majority of learners who have been 
accessing and engaging with their remove learning. It has been a steep learning curve 
for us all as we continue to adapt and develop our teaching and learning. If you encounter 
any difficulties using Microsoft Teams, please visit the 'For Learners' section of the school 
website where you will find help sheets and videos. You can also e- mail 
remotelearning@unsworth.shae-education.org.uk. If your  
 
To ensure focused teaching and learning can take place can I remind learners, parents 
and carers of some guidelines around using Microsoft Teams: 

mailto:information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.unsworthacademy.org.uk/
//wolstantonh.sharepoint.com/www.shaw-education.org.uk/
mailto:remotelearning@unsworth.shae-education.org.uk


 
 

Mrs S Armstrong Academy Principal 

Unsworth Academy, Parr Lane, Bury, BL9 8LP 

Tel: 0161 796 9820 Email: information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk  Online: www.unsworthacademy.org.uk  
 

The Shaw Education Trust Limited is a company limited by guarantee, registered in England (no 09067175) 
Registered address: Shaw Education Trust, The Lodge, Wolstanton High School, Milehouse Lane, Wolstanton, Newcastle-under-Lyme, 

Staffordshire, ST5 9JU. The details of our academies registered as business names can be found at www.shaw-education.org.uk. 

 

UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

• the chat facility is to help teaching and learning and must be used to discuss 
learning only 

• learners must attend meetings (lessons) set up by their teacher only 
• contacting school via e mail must only be done via information@unsworth.shaw-

education.org.uk for general enquires or remotelearning@unsworth.shae-
education.org.uk for specific remote learning enquires  

Can I remind those parents / carers who have not yet completed the remote 
learning consent form sent via e mail that this must be completed by 9am Monday 
28th September. After this parents/carers will be contacted directly to ensure we 
are able to continue to provide remote learning for your child. 
 
Please find below several teaching and learning updates that stem from our home/ 
school partnership experiences on Microsoft Teams this week. 
 
PSHCE Y7 to Y10 

We have made the decision that PSHCE lessons will not be delivered through video 
lessons on Teams.  The reason for this is that these lessons are discussion based and 
deal with quite sensitive issues.  The nature of video lessons makes it very difficult to 
cover this content in a productive, reflective, and safe manner.  Therefore, we will set 
PSHCE lessons on Teams on assignments. When learners are in school, we will, clearly, 
continue as normal with Schemes of Work. 

PSHCE Y11 

Given the amount of time that has been lost we have made the decision to stop the 
PSHCE scheme of work in Y11 and allow Y11 students to use these 2 hours a fortnight 
to revise their other subjects.  Therefore, our 6 Y11 PSHCE teachers will oversee these 
periods to which students will bring work to revise from other subjects. If Y11 are isolating 
at home, then they will not have work set for them on Teams for PSHCE.  They will be 
directed to revise other subjects instead. The only other envisaged use of Y11 PSHCE 
lessons currently is around college applications. 

Attendance 
 
Attendance to school is mandatory. However, as per the latest government guidance for 
full opening of schools, last updated 17th September 2020, we must minimise contact 
with individuals who are unwell, by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 
(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not 
attend school. Staff, learners and other adults must not come into the school if they 
have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in at least the last 10 
days.   
If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell 
(anosmia), they must be sent home and advised to follow guidance for households 

mailto:information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.unsworthacademy.org.uk/
//wolstantonh.sharepoint.com/www.shaw-education.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works#people-who-develop-symptoms-of-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
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with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, which sets out that 
they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to have a test to 
see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). If they have tested positive whilst not 
experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms during the isolation period, they should 
restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they develop symptoms. 
Other members of their household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days 
from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. These are essential actions to 
reduce the risk in schools and further drive down transmission of coronavirus (COVID-
19) 
 
Coats not Hoodies 
Please be reminded that hoodie tops are not allowed in school. The weather has turned 
noticeably colder this week and all learners will need to bring a warm coat to school. 
Expensive designer hoodies such as Jack Wills, Hollister and Nike for example are not 
allowed as part of the PE either. The school PE tracksuit top must be worn.  
 
Travelling to and from school on public transport 
 
As per the government guidelines, it is mandatory to wear face masks on public transport. 
All staff continue to remind learners that they must wear their face masks when using 
public transport. Mrs Power (deputy) and I have been regularly boarding the buses 
ourselves at the end of the school day to remind all learners to wear their masks. 
However, this is not something we can continue to do every day. If your child travels on 
public transport then please remind them that it is their responsibility to wear a mask at 
all times, including when travelling to and from school.  We have no mandate to enforce 
the wearing of masks by learners on public transport.  
 
Thank you for your continued support. Please do not hesitate to contact the school in the 
first instance if you have any concerns or matters you would like to discuss in more detail.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
 

mailto:information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.unsworthacademy.org.uk/
//wolstantonh.sharepoint.com/www.shaw-education.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested

