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Friday 21st August 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Learners 
 
I do hope this letter finds you all safe and well. Thankyou once again for your ongoing 
support throughout these unprecedented times. Further to my very detailed letter dated 
17th July 2020, I am writing to confirm that, as per the latest Department for Education 
guidelines (7th August 2020), we are ready to safely open up the school in September, 
and welcome all our learners, including our new year 7’s.  

Your support to ensure a safe return to full school opening 

We all now know how vital it now is to get all our learners back in school and back on 
track with their learning. We cannot achieve this without your continued support. Some 
parents/carers may be anxious about the full return to school. We fully understand this 
and have put all necessary steps in place to ensure we have a safe return. Our detailed 
risk assessment for school re-opening in September is available to view on our website. 
To help us to quickly establish the new “normal”, we kindly ask that you reinforce at home 
the importance of social distancing and good personal hygiene. Please can you also 
ensure that you help your child to understand that our school organisation will be different 
in September and the importance of following some new rules to keep themselves and 
others safe.  On Tuesday 18th August 2020 the government launched its 
#backtoschoolsafely campaign to further help parents and young people prepare for 
returning to school. You may wish to visit 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-
about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-
outbreak  for further information and practical advice on getting back to school safely.  
The full details of our full re-opening plans have already been shared with you in my 
previous letter, so please do re-visit it. However, I thought it would be useful to send you 
a few key reminders and updates as we approach the start of the new academic year, 
which will begin with staggered starts, as outlined below: 
 
Wednesday 2nd September 2020: All Years 7’s to arrive from 8.35am onwards for 
an 8.45am start and a full school day. All year 7’s to enter through the main pupil 
entrance. During the morning they will have an assembly, spend time with their form, 
have their photographs and biometric fingerprints taken and then go to lessons periods 
4 and 5.  
 
Wednesday 2nd September 2020 All year 11’s to arrive from 11.10am for an 11.25 
am start.  They will have an assembly, then go to form to collect their timetables and 
then go to lessons periods 4 and 5.  
 
Thursday 3rd September:  Years 8, 9 and 10 only. To arrive from 8.35am onwards 
and line up at their designated entrances up to 8.45 am for a staggered entry into 
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school. They will go to their forms, have separate assemblies throughout the morning 
and go to lesson periods 3, 4 and 5.  
 
Friday 4th September  
All learners in all year groups 7 to 11 to arrive from 8.35am for an 8.45am start and 
entry to school at their 5 separate entrances. Form time for all, then lessons as per 
the school timetable. 
 
Learner entrances/exits and playground zones and fire muster points (All to be 
explained to learners on arrival to school) 
 
Year 7 – pupil entrance/exit and use table tennis playground 
Year 8 - basketball entrance/exit and use basketball playground 
Year 9 – textiles entrance/exit and use new muga playground  
Year 10 – dining hall entrance and use eating triangle playground 
Year 11 – main hall entrance and use astro turf playground 
 
School Attendance 
 
School attendance will again be mandatory from the beginning of the new 
academic year. For parents and carers of children of compulsory school age, this means 
that the legal duty on you as a parent to send your child to school will apply. However, 
those who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or have tested positive in the last ten 
days or who have someone in their household who has symptoms, must not attend 
school. If anyone in the school becomes unwell with a new and persistent cough or a high 
temperature, or has a loss of, or change in, their normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia), 
they will be sent home and advised to follow: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
which sets out that they should self-isolate for at least 10 days and should arrange to 
have a test to see if they have coronavirus (COVID-19). If they have tested positive whilst 
not experiencing symptoms but develop symptoms during the isolation period, they 
should restart the 10-day isolation period from the day they develop symptoms. This only 
applies to those who begin their isolation on or after 30 July. Other members of their 
household (including any siblings) should self-isolate for 14 days from when the 
symptomatic person first had symptoms. 
 
As per the latest government guidelines, shielding advice for all adults and children will 
pause on 1st August, subject to a continued decline in the rates of community 
transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19). This means that even the small number of 
pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can also return to school, as can those 
who have family members who are shielding.  
 
Our attendance team will of course be on hand to support with any attendance concerns. 
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Behaviour Expectations 
 
Please allow plenty of additional time for your child’s journey to school so that they arrive 
at school on time. Please ensure that your child understands the need to strongly 
adhere to social distancing measures at all times when travelling to and from 
school. Together, we must discourage groups of learners from going into the local shops 
or congregating at Unsworth Pole, or at the top of the school path for example.  
Shopkeepers, members of the local community and the wider general public will not have 
seen large numbers of learners moving to and from school for many months now, and 
we do not want them and the learners themselves to feel they are at risk as learners 
return full time to school. So wherever possible, please ensure your child has the food 
and drink (water please in a re-usable bottle - no fizzy drinks) they need for school the 
night before, to avoid a last-minute visit to the local shops. Just as in school, learners 
in the community must be very well behaved at all times; they must keep their 
social distance, not touch each other or other people, and must avoid  unnecessary 
touching of objects or surfaces, or share food, drinks, sweets etc. Learners must 
not cough, sneeze or shout into other people’s faces. Behaviour on the buses must 
also be exemplary. The wearing of face masks on public transport and in shops is 
mandatory. (Details of the school bus times have been sent out to you in a separate e-
mail).  

Keeping Clean and Safe 

We kindly ask that, where possible, learners bring their own packet of tissues and 
hand sanitiser to school as part of their own equipment kit. If learners need to sneeze 
or cough, then they should do so into their tissue which they must then put straight into a 
bin. Alternatively, learners must cough or sneeze into the crook of their elbow and not 
their hands.  

Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on skin. This can be done with 
soap and running water or hand sanitiser. In line with the latest govt guidelines (7th 
August) all learners must clean their hands regularly, including when they arrive at school, 
when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and after 
eating. Learners must also wash their hands thoroughly after using the toilet. Hand 
sanitiser will be provided at the entrances and exits to school, as well as in all classrooms. 
Learners who wear face masks on the way to school must remove them before entering 
the building and put them in their own clear plastic bag they can take home with them.  
As per the latest government guidelines learners must not touch the front of their face 
covering during use or when removing it.  

Food and drink 

To maintain social distancing, support health and safety measures and ensure that we 

are able to offer the full curriculum entitlement within the normal school day, the canteen 

will not be selling food at breaktimes and there will initially be no hot food offer at 

lunchtimes. Learners will be able to buy a grab bag lunch, (free if on free school meals) 
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which will then be delivered in time for lunch to their year group designated lunchtime 

zone. Alternatively, learners are welcome to bring in their own healthy break time snacks 

and packed lunches. We intend to operate this system for the first three weeks of term 

and then hope to introduce a wider offer, including some hot food. We are strongly urging 

parents/carers to ensure that they pay for school meals via the online payment system, 

details of which are on the school website. To support our social distancing measures, 

there will only be limited access to the cash top up machine in school. We will not be 

selling bottled water and drinks. Learners must bring in their own drink of water in a 

re-usable water bottle which has their own name clearly marked on it.  

 
Wet breaks and lunchtimes 
 
As I know you will appreciate, it is going to be difficult to ensure social distancing if all our 
learners have to remain in school during wet breaks and lunchtimes. To minimise the 
challenges these wet breaks create, we would like all learners to ensure that, if wet 
weather is forecast, they bring a waterproof coat and an umbrella to school. (Please 
remember that by coats we do not mean hoodies, as they are not allowed in school.) 

Our school uniform, mobile phone, make up, jewellery and equipment expectations 
are clearly outlined on the school website and in my previous letter to you all. On the days 
that learners have PE on their timetable they will need to come into school wearing their 
full Unsworth Academy PE kit. Many learners will want to wear their blazer over their full 
PE kit as they will need the pockets for their keys, phones etc. Please remember though, 
that hoodies are not allowed in school. Learners must also bring a school bag to school 
at all times. 

Contacting School 

As per the government’s guidelines, please ensure that you as parents/carers avoid 
turning up at reception without an appointment. Please contact school via e-mail or a 
telephone call in the first instance. 

Thankyou once again for all your support. Should the government guidelines change 
again before Wednesday 2nd September, then I will of course update you as soon as 
possible. In the meantime, please enjoy what is left of the Summer break and we look 
forward to seeing all our learners very soon. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mrs Armstrong 
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