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Monday 6th July 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I hope you and your families are all safe and well. A lot has been happening since my 
last letter to you on 12th June and I do hope you find this latest update informative.  
 
Supporting Learning, Supporting Families 
 
Thankyou once again for all you are doing to support your child’s learning and wellbeing 
at home. We know it has not been easy. Here in school, we rolled out our year 10 face 
to face timetable on Monday 15th June and the response has been fantastic, with very 
high uptake in all subjects and 100% positive feedback.  
 
The key worker cohort is growing and especially so as many parents/carers now have to 
return to work. We are also supporting families with learners in years 7,8 and 9 who are 
struggling to engage with their online learning, either because access to IT is limited or 
because they are struggling without the routine of school. Some learners are working on 
site for a day or so every week to help them keep on top of their learning. If you feel your 
child would benefit from some face to face support with their learning and/or their 
emotional wellbeing before the Summer break, then please do not hesitate to contact 
school via telephone or e-mail and we will arrange for your child to come in and work with 
us here on site. 
 
We are not going to be open for learners over the Summer holidays. However, our 
foodbank will continue to operate throughout the Summer, on a fortnightly basis, on 
Friday 24th July, Friday 7th August and Friday 21st August. Our foodbank is currently open 
every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 10.30am until 11.30am until the end of term.  
Whilst some people are returning to work, others are struggling with redundancy and 
financial hardship. Our foodbank is open to all families who need some additional support, 
regardless of whether or not they are currently receiving free school meals. Please do 
come along if you think your family could benefit from using our foodbank.  
 
Last night we held the first two of our eight socially distanced induction sessions for our 
new year 7’s who will be joining us in September. The turnout was brilliant, and the main 
hall was packed, albeit at a social distance. The feedback was wholly positive and it was 
clear from both the smiles and the written feedback that we made absolutely the right 
decision to provide this opportunity for our new learners and a parent/carer to come into 
school, find out about our expectations, meet their form mentor, meet key staff and meet 
all the other members of their form. 
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As a growing school we need to ensure that we continue to maximise all available 
teaching space. Over the Summer we will be transforming the construction centre into a 
refurbished Sport and Technology annex. The two classrooms will be fully refurbished to 
provide exactly the same classroom facilities as we have in the main building. The 
corridor will be painted and new flooring put down, and the exterior will be painted and 
have new Unsworth Academy signage, similar to that at the front of the main building.   
 
We have a full complement of subject specialist teaching staff for September as well as 
five pastoral managers - one for each year group. These non-teaching pastoral 
specialists will support each head of year and ensure that all learners quickly get back 
into the routine of school, fill their gaps in learning and get back on track to make good 
progress.  
 
We are honoring our commitment to give our year 11’s the send off they deserve and 
have ordered their leavers’ hoodies and re-booked the prom at the Dunkenhalgh for 
Thursday 1st October 2020.   
 
 
Latest DFE guidance on schools re-opening from September 2020 
 
The government has made a big promise to parents to get all pupils in every year back 
into England’s schools from September. The latest guidance was published yesterday 
and we are now working through it.  We must deliver the full curriculum to all year groups 
and our learners must be taught by specialist teachers. Year groups will have to be kept 
apart. The government has informed us that it won’t confirm exactly what this return will 
look like until 11th August. At the moment we have planned for all learners to return 
to school on Wednesday 2nd September 2020. We will be in touch nearer the time to 
confirm the exact details of this return.  If we are told further down the line that we will 
need to change our plans again and start the new academic year with a “blended 
approach”, a mixture of in school learning and distance learning, then that is what we will 
have to do. This “blended approach” will include more interactive distance learning, most 
likely through Microsoft teams.  
 
What we do know is that upon your child’s return they will need to wear their full school 
uniform and have their own pencil case and calculator, as equipment cannot be shared. 
They will also need to bring their own full water bottles, as for hygiene reasons we have 
had to turn off the water fountains. 
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School Uniform Suppliers 
 
Pretty Things have two branches, one based in Radcliffe Town Centre and one in Bury 
Indoor Market. No appointment is necessary but you will need to be prepared to queue 
and wait at a social distance. Monkhouses are based on The Rock in Bury. They are now 
operating on a book in advance appointment only basis. They can be contacted on 0161 
764 4320.  Please be aware of these restrictions when planning to purchase new uniform. 
The usual rules regarding proper school shoes, full length skirts, no make -up, no 
jewellery and no earrings will apply from first day back in September. If your child is 
thinking of having a piercing, then please ensure they do so soon, so that they can be 
removed for when they come into school at the start of term.  
 
I will continue to keep in regular contact with you over the coming weeks. In the meantime, 
if there is anything we can help you with, then please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
us here at school.  
 
 
Best wishes,  
 
 

 
 
 

Mrs Armstrong 
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