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Monday 8th June 2020 
 
 
Dear year 10's learners and your parents/carers 

 
Further to my detailed letter dated 21st May 2020, I am today writing to you all to 
update you as to where we currently find ourselves with regard to our plans to launch 
our face to face offer for all year 10's. 

 

Below is a reminder of our year 10 offer: 
 
Our face to face offer for Year 10’s 
As per the guidance, this offer has to be safe, reassuring, small scale and worthwhile. If 
it doesn’t effectively “supplement” and support ongoing distance  learning from home 
then it is not worth doing, will be a waste of everyone’s time and energy and will create 
unnecessary stress and worry.  With this in mind we have planned for every year 10 
learner, to come into school only 7 times over the entire course of the remainder 
of the Summer Term, and have what we are calling a “keeping in touch” small 
group tutorial with each of their actual teachers,  in every GCSE (or equivalent 
subject) they are studying. (A very small number of teachers are shielding and where 
they cannot come in, then another specialist teacher in that subject, probably the head 
of department, will teach the class.) The aims of each “keeping in touch” tutorial are as 
follows:  

• To support and re-assure all staff, learners, parents/carers, ac’s and other key 

stakeholders  during this initial first phase on our journey to an eventual full 

return to school- whenever that may be. 

• To ensure all year 10 learners can have a quality face to face session with all of 

their teachers, to thoroughly review their on-line learning to date, and discuss 

and address any concerns or topics they don’t understand or need support with. 

• To ensure all year 10 teachers gain valuable face to face feedback from their 

year 10’s, so that all future on-line learning they is refined and adjusted to 

enhance  learning. 

• To ensure all year 10’s leave the sessions feeling more confident and clear as to 

their future on line learning until we “properly” return to school, hopefully at the 

start of next academic year.  

 

Our offer is on a smaller scale than some other secondary schools, including some 
Bury high schools. However, we are confident it is the right offer for our school, with all 
key stakeholders including staff, parents/carers, learners, academy councillors and SET 
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colleagues overwhelmingly supportive of it. Consequently we expect all year 10 
learners to be able to attend every one of their timetabled sessions.  
 
However, despite your support for our very carefully considered plans, as of Friday 5th 
June 2020,  the median R rate in the North West was 1.01 - which means that, as of 
last Friday, all five tests have not been met. If the R rate does not come down below 1 
then we have to anticipate that the wider opening of our school may not be possible 
from Monday 15th June. Despite the DFE guidance to open from 15th June and our very 
strong desire to do so, we will still be using R rates as a key piece of information in our 
decision making process. This is not a political decision but one which puts our 
learners, their families and our staff first.  
 
We will of course be keeping a very close eye on the situation this week.  We  are now 
aiming to send out each learner’s individual timetable on Thursday 11th June, or Friday 
12th June at the very latest. Our intention was to send them out today; however, this 
timeline will allow us more time to see how the R rate changes over the next few days 
before we finalise these bespoke timetables and contact you again.  
 
Thankyou once again for your support and understanding. Please continue to 
encourage your child to push on and continue with their on line learning. We look 
forward to seeing you all very soon.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Armstrong 
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