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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 12th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I do hope this latest letter finds you all safe and well. Thank you all once again for all for 
the support you have been giving to your child/children and for the work the school has 
been doing to help your child learn at home. These are challenging times, but by 
working together, I am confident that we are making the best of this difficult situation.  
 
Moving forward 

The time has now come for us to start the journey towards an eventual full return to 

school. Our phone line will re-open from Monday 15th June, and as we move forward with 

this phased return, all learners, including the learners of key workers, will be expected to 

wear full school uniform. Likewise, all staff will return to their professional attire when 

working on the school site. Year 9’s have received their options offer and we are in the 

process of putting together next year’s timetable and calendar. We have a full compliment 

of specialist staff for September and as our pupil roll grows, we have had to appoint 

additional staff, including another deputy head, Mrs Power, who will lead on Personal 

Development, Behaviour and Welfare. From September, our five heads of progress will 

be supported by five not three pastoral managers and Mrs Chamberlain has joined us as 

our full time attendance officer. Over the next few weeks we are hoping to appoint a part-

time choirmaster/music co-ordinator to bring more musical joy to our enrichment offer. 

The school building looks fantastic, CCTV has been installed, we have a new basketball 

court and work will shortly begin on our new 4G all-weather pitch. As you can see, we 

are raring to go! 

 
Year 10  
Our face to face offer for our year 10’s starts on Monday and has been very well 
received by our year 10 learners and their parents/carers.  For the benefit of years 7 to 
9 parents/carers the offer is summarised below:  
Over the remaining five weeks of this Summer term, every year 10 learner will have one 
“keeping in touch” small group tutorial in every GCSE (or equivalent) subject they are 
currently studying.  
Aims of the sessions   

• To ensure all year 10 learners can have a quality face to face session with all of 

their actual teachers, to thoroughly review their on-line learning to date, and 

discuss and address any concerns or topics they don’t understand or need more 

support with. 

• To ensure all year 10 teachers gain valuable face to face feedback from their year 

10’s, so that all future on-line learning they is refined and adjusted to enhance 

learning. 

• To ensure all year 10’s leave the sessions feeling more confident and clearer as 

to their future online learning until we “properly” return to school. 
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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 

This carefully considered and important offer has been very well received and supported 

by our year 10 parents/carers, and I sincerely wish that I was in a position to provide such 

an offer to all learners in years 7 to 9 as well.  But as you know, current social distancing 

measure make this impossible.   

 

Touch base phone calls 

Now that we definitely know that year 7 to 9 learners will not be able to come back into 

school until September at the earliest, it important for us to have a consistent touch base 

approach for all our families. So, over the next two weeks, Mr Leyland, the year heads of 

progress and the pastoral team will ensure that every parent/carer of learners in years 7 

to 9 has a keeping in touch phone call. This will allow us to gain valuable feedback on 

how you are managing to support your child’s learning from home and what more we can 

do to help you. The team will also find out possible preferred future ways of working if 

your child/children are not able to come back into school full time from September. The 

messages we are currently hearing is that there could be the prospect of what is being 

called “blended Learning”, a mixture of on site and remote learning. Show my Homework 

has served us well, but we may require a different approach from September.   

 
Year 6 Induction 
Unable to hold our traditional year 6 Induction events, we have been busy instead 
producing a video and induction booklet.  I remain hopeful that we can hold some 
socially distanced face to face evenings for year 6 learners, accompanied by one 
parent/carer, but again this looks uncertain at the minute.  We will be welcoming 202 
new year 7 learners in September which is fantastic news for the school and confirms 
that we are the school of choice.  
 
I will be in touch again over the next few weeks when we have more information to 
share with you.  
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Best wishes, keep safe, 
 
 
 
Mrs Armstrong  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
 

mailto:information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.unsworthacademy.org.uk/
//wolstantonh.sharepoint.com/www.shaw-education.org.uk/

