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Friday 22nd May 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Year 10 Learners  
 
I do hope this letter finds you all safe and well.  
 
As promised in my previous letters sent to you on 12th and 18th May, and further to the 
letter you received on Tuesday 19th May from Jo Morgan (CEO) and John Norman (Chair) 
of Shaw Education Trust, I am now in a position to share with you some details of our 
proposed plans for a very small scale, “safe steps” approach to a phased return for year 
10 learners. There is quite rightly a lot of carefully thought out detail involved in these 
plans, and I think it only right and proper to share this detail with you, so that you are fully 
informed as to what we are proposing to do. So, apologies in advance for what is quite a 
lengthy read! 
 
On Monday 11th May 2020, the DFE issued the following guidance: From 1 June 2020, 
we expect that secondary schools and colleges will be able to offer some face to 
face contact with year 10 and year 12 pupils. This will not be a return to full 
timetables or pupils back in school or college full time, rather some support to 
supplement pupils’ remote education. In line with implementing protective 
measures and reducing contacts, schools and colleges should limit the attendance 
of the year 10 and 12 cohort in the setting at any one time and to keep students in 
small groups. 
 
These are the only guidelines we have to date, so, using them, we have been doing as 
the government has asked and now have plans in place to open slightly more widely for 
year 10’s. (Please remember, we have never actually shut and have remained open for 
identified learners and those of key workers, some of whom are year 10 and some of 
whom have been in school almost every day, with a maximum of 13 learners in on any 
one day to date).  
Please be assured, these plans are not set in stone and may well be subject to change, 
as the 28th May is when the government will make its definitive announcement of their 
expectations. It is also important to note that our small steps plans have the full backing 
and support of SET, our Academy Councilors and our amazing staff here at Unsworth 
Academy.  
 
Our face to face offer for Year 10’s 
We are provisionally planning for this offer to commence from Monday 8th June, 
the second week back after half term.  However, if we can’t roll out the offer from 8th 
June, then that’s fine- we will roll it out as soon as we are able to do so. 
As per the latest guidance, this offer has to be safe, reassuring, small scale and 
worthwhile. If it doesn’t effectively “supplement” and support ongoing distance learning 
from home then it is not worth doing, will be a waste of everyone’s time and energy and 
will create unnecessary stress and worry.  With this in mind we are planning for every 
year 10 learner to have one “keeping in touch” small group tutorial in every GCSE 
(or equivalent) subject they will sit exams in next Summer 2021. These sessions 
will be timetabled across the remaining weeks of the Summer term and will be run 
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by your child’s actual teacher in every subject. (A very, very small number of teachers 
are shielding and where they cannot come in, then another specialist teacher in that 
subject, probably the head of department, will teach the group.)  
 
The aims of each “keeping in touch” tutorial are as follows:  

• To support and re-assure all staff, learners, parents/carers, ac’s and other key 

stakeholders during this initial first phase on our journey to an eventual full return 

to school- whenever that may be. 

• To ensure all year 10 learners can have a quality face to face session with all of 

their teachers, to thoroughly review their on-line learning to date, and discuss and 

address any concerns or topics they don’t understand or need more support with. 

• To ensure all year 10 teachers gain valuable face to face feedback from their year 

10’s, so that all future on-line learning they is refined and adjusted to enhance 

learning. 

• To ensure all year 10’s leave the sessions feeling more confident and clearer as 

to their future on line learning until we “properly” return to school. 

Class sizes and Organisation 
We are planning to have no more than 2 small year 10 groups on site at any one time. 
Learners will be in a maximum class size of 15, with other year 10s whom they would 
normally be in the same class with. So, there will be no more than 30 year 10 learners 
split into two groups which will be kept apart, on site at any one time. We are proposing 
that each small group tutorial will be around 90 minutes long. 
 
We are planning for staggered start times to ensure appropriate social distancing, 
along the lines of:  
Session 1: 9.00am to 10.30am 
Session 2:  11.15am to 12.45am.  
Session 3: 1.30pm to 3.00pm. 
 
Each year 10 learner will have their own individual timetable for the remaining weeks 
of the half term, which we will send out a few days prior to the confirmed start date.  

 
In order to support social distancing, there will be no breaktimes or lunchtimes. 
Learners will simply come into school for their 90-minute session. FSM vouchers will 
continue to be sent home. SEN, pastoral, first aid and SLT support (2 members of SLT 
as a minimum) will be available on site every day.  
 
Who can attend? 
This valuable offer is open to all year 10 learners except those who are shielding (and 
will have had a letter from the NHS) or live with someone who is shielding.  If a child 
lives with someone who is vulnerable (but not critically so -i.e. has not received the 
shielding letter) this includes pregnancy, then they can attend.  
 
Health and Safety, Social Distancing and Cleaning 
Robust cleaning of the school has been in place since the start of the enforced school 
closure to ensure the safety and well-being of our vulnerable and identified learners and 
staff who come into school every day. This cleaning will be extended to provide a 45 
minute thorough clean down of the classroom between each of the staggered sessions.  
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Upon arrival to school each learner will line up outside the pupil entrance as per the 2 
metre social distancing markers on the floor.  All learners will sign in one at a time and 
then immediately sanitise their hands using the sanitiser provided. A member of the 
Senior Leadership team will escort each small cohort of learners to their teacher’s 
classroom, following the one way system and the 2 metre social distancing markers.  
All classrooms have been re-modelled to ensure 2 metre social distancing. Their teacher 
will then direct each learner to their desk, where they will remain throughout the session. 
There will be additional hand sanitiser in every classroom.   
 
At the end of the session, learners will leave the classroom following the social distancing 
rules and be escorted to the pupil exit, again by a member of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  If a learner wishes to go to the toilet then they can of course go, again following 
social distancing rules and handwashing guidelines. Prior to opening, a very thorough 
risk assessment (provided by the Shaw Education Trust) will have been completed and 
approved by SET and our Academy Councilors. If your child should become unwell in 
school, then we will immediately isolate your child and contact you straight away to pick 
them up. We have PPE (face masks, aprons and gloves) on site and 3 medical rooms 
should we need them.   
 
Travel to and from School 
As I am sure you will appreciate we cannot take responsibility for your child’s journey to 
and from school. All we can ask is that you please remind your child to follow the social 
distancing guidelines and health and safety guidelines whether they are travelling on foot, 
by bike, by car or on the bus. Please note: due to the very low numbers involved in this 
phased return, the school buses will not be running. However, we do hope that having 
your child’s individual timetable in advance will enable you to ensure your child can get 
safely to school for all their timetabled sessions.  
 
Uniform and Equipment 
All learners will be expected to wear their full school uniform- we need to help them to get 
back into a routine of wearing it again. As per policy no make-up, jewellery or piercings 
will be allowed. All teachers will wear their smart professional dress as we need to lead 
by example. All learners will need to bring their own pencil case with a minimum of a pen, 
pencil and ruler. Learners will not be able to lend each other any equipment. There 
will be a small spare supply in each classroom if it is desperately needed.  Learners will 
need to bring their school bag so that they can carry home any paper based resources 
issued during their sessions. Learners are welcome to bring in a bottle of water but to 
minimise contact with surfaces in school they will not be able to use the water fountains. 
As per the latest government guidance there is no requirement for learners or staff to 
wear face masks or gloves in school and staff and learners who currently attend school 
have not been doing so. 
 
Reflection 
Thankyou for taking the time to read this very detailed letter.  Please have a really good 
think about our year 10 proposed offer. I know that some schools have already been 
asking parents/carers to make the decision now as to whether or not they will be sending 
their child into school.  Please don’t make any decision yet. Now is not the time 
because, as I stated earlier in this letter, things may well change, as per the government’s 
definitive announcement on 28th May. We are ready to go ahead and provide this offer 
when we can.  We are confident that take up will be high, as our offer is so sensible and 
well considered. And we know from speaking to our year 10 learners that they are keen 
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to get back into school, albeit in a safe and sensible way, which is what we know our offer 
is.  
I will contact you again after half term and at the earliest opportunity once the start date 
has been finally confirmed. Have a lovely, restful safe half term. With grateful thanks for 
your continued support. Very best wishes. Keep safe  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Mrs S Armstrong 
Academy Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


