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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

Friday 20th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support of Unsworth 
Academy. It is greatly appreciated. I am now writing to update you on arrangements at 
the academy for the foreseeable future.  

As you are already aware and following advice from Public Health England and the 
Department for Education, the school will close indefinitely, for the vast majority of 
learners, from the end of school today, Friday 20th March.  

Year 11 Support 

Our first priority has been to update, reassure and support our year 11 learners who, up 
until yesterday, were expecting to sit their GCSE exams in May and June. All we know 
at present from the Department for Education is that the May and June GCSE exams 
will not go ahead, but that children will get the qualifications they need. We do not as 
yet know how they will get them but will update you as soon as we have had further 
clarification from the government. We have reassured our year 11’s that their planned 
future post 16 pathways will not be affected by the cancellation of their Summer exams. 
Yesterday I received e-mails from the principals of Bury College and Holy Cross 
confirming their commitment to ensuring that all learners progressing from our school 
are looked after next year and will get the places and courses they have worked so 
hard for. I have every confidence that they speak on behalf of all post 16 providers.  

We cannot and must not speculate as to how these GCSE’s will be awarded. To do so 
would be reckless. We have strongly advised and encouraged and expect all year 11 
learners to continue with their studies and their revision. At some point life will return to 
normal and they will need to resume their face to face studies. They won’t be able to do 
this if they have huge gaps in their knowledge.  This is why we are ensuring that all year 
11s take all their work today and study as much as they can, using both the paper 
based and online resources we have provided for them. Think of it as preparation for a 
more independent approach to studying, one that all year 11’s will have to get used to 
when they begin their post 16 studies, albeit a little sooner than was anticipated.  
Rest assured, the long waited and eagerly anticipated year 11 leavers’ assembly and 
year 11 Prom have not been cancelled. They have merely been postponed until we can 
put them on the calendar and give the year 11’s the proper send-off they deserve. 
Details of new dates will be sent out as soon as we are able to do this.  
 
Years 7 to 10 Support 
 
These learners will also need routine and they will need this more than ever while they 
work from home. All Year 7 to 10 learners must study at home and follow their normal 
timetable each day, with learning activities for each lesson. Again, we cannot afford for 
gaps in knowledge to develop and for learners to get out of good study habits. They too 
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need to remain up to speed with their learning for when they return to school. All 
learning activities will be online via Show My Homework (Team Satchel). To login, 
learners use their username and password to log onto the school network. This week all 
learners have been reminded how to log in during assemblies and drop in sessions at 
breaks and lunchtimes. For technical support please contact smhw@unsworth.shaw-
education.org.uk.  
Year 7 and 8 learners must also continue with their Lexia online learning. Learners 
identified as not having access to the internet at home have been given paper-based 
work. 
Learners can also use additional online learning resources such as Lexia, BBC 
Bitesize, Maths watch and Seneca. Links to these resources can be found on the 
learner page of the school website. Encourage additional project-based learning and 
reading for pleasure as well. 
 
Safeguarding Support 
 
Assemblies this week have refreshed learners on the ways in which they can keep 
themselves safe online.  
It is vital in terms of safeguarding our learners that they follow their normal school day 
timetable and work at home during the hours 9am until 3pm.  
Our school based Safeguarding support will remain in place throughout the school 
closure period. If any learner feels unsafe then they know to contact us as follows: 
 

 E-mail: safe@unsworth.shaw-edcuation.org.uk 

 Phone: 07818 511717 

 Text: 07818 511717 

The above will be monitored daily by the safeguarding team.  
 
Childline contact details are as follows: www.childline.org.uk or phone: 0800 1111 
 
Supporting young people’s mental health and emotional wellbeing is also very very 
important during times of uncertainty.  
 
Listed below are the contact details for other agencies which parents/carers and 
learners may need to contact for support: 
 
Young Minds Information on child and adolescent mental health. Services for parents 
and professionals. Phone: Parents' helpline 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am 
to 4pm) Website: www.youngminds.org.uk 
 
Anxiety UK Charity providing support if you have been diagnosed with an anxiety 
condition. Phone: 03444 775 774 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm) Website: 
www.anxietyuk.org.uk 
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No Panic Voluntary charity offering support for sufferers of panic attacks and obsessive-
compulsive disorder (OCD). Offers a course to help overcome your phobia or OCD. 
Phone: 0844 967 4848 (daily, 10am to 10pm). Calls cost 5p per minute plus your phone 
provider's Access Charge Website: www.nopanic.org.uk  
 
OCD UK A charity run by people with OCD, for people with OCD. Includes facts, news 
and treatments. Phone: 0333 212 7890 (Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm) Website: 
www.ocduk.org 
 
Rethink Mental Illness Support and advice for people living with mental illness. Phone: 
0300 5000 927 (Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 4pm) Website: www.rethink.org 
  
Samaritans Confidential support for people experiencing feelings of distress or despair. 
Phone: 116 123 (free 24-hour helpline) Website: www.samaritans.org.uk 
 
SANE Emotional support, information and guidance for people affected by mental 
illness, their families and carers. SANEline: 0300 304 7000 (daily, 4.30pm to 10.30pm) 
 
Textcare: comfort and care via text message, sent when the person needs it most: 
www.sane.org.uk/textcare Peer support forum: www.sane.org.uk/supportforum 
 
PAPYRUS Young suicide prevention society. Phone: HOPELINEUK 0800 068 4141 
(Monday to Friday, 10am to 10pm, and 2pm to 10pm on weekends and bank holidays) 
Website: www.papyrus-uk.org  
 
Final Points  
 
While the academy is closed, parents and carers should visit the academy website for 
updates. You can also contact us with any questions using the email address: 
information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk  

Thankyou once again for your continued support of Unsworth Academy. On behalf of all 
the staff, academy councilors and Shaw Education Trust colleagues, I wish you all the 
very best, and hope you, and all your friends and families, keep safe and well during 
these uncertain times.  

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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