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20th December 2019 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

It gives me great pleasure to write to you all at the end of what has been a truly wonderful 

first term here at Unsworth Academy. The move into our brand-new building could not 

have gone better, and our new uniform looks fantastic. Our first ever Open Evening as 

Unsworth Academy was an overwhelming success, and more families than ever now 

want to apply for a place with us for September 2020. The icing on the cake is our Ofsted 

Inspection report, which has officially confirmed what we already knew to be the case: 

we are a good school! This official recognition is justly deserved, and I would like to take 

this opportunity to thank all our amazing learners, their parents/carers, our staff, our 

academy councilors and our colleagues across the Shaw Education Trust for their 

unswerving support. Without their hard work and commitment, the school would not be 

where it is today. Please be assured, we will not rest on our laurels; next step 

Outstanding!  

All the fabulous work that is taking place across the school is now regularly shared 

through our Twitter feed. We will continue to produce our termly newsletter, but Twitter is 

now our most up to date window to showcase our learners’ talents, both in class and 

through our wider curriculum offer. We currently have 1079 followers! If you do not yet 

follow us, then find us @unsworthacademy to make sure you keep up to date! 

One of our priorities this academic year has been to focus on the vast majority of learners 

who, day in day out, work hard and behave well. Mr Lamb has organised a fantastic end 

of term week of rewards, including gaming and dance sessions as well as a visit from up 

and coming boy band NXTGEN, who got through to the semi-finals of “The Voice”. They 

were fantastic and our year 7’s thoroughly enjoyed watching their performance. Look out 

to see if your child has been given one of our new rewards postcards, designed by year 

8 learner Aaliyah Banjoko.  Every month I now host a “Cakes and Congratulations” 

afternoon with well deserving learners nominated by their form mentors and year heads 

of progress. This is a great opportunity for me as academy principal to thank them for all 

their hard work and give them an opportunity to tell me in person how we can continue to 

improve their school.  

We are committed to promoting amongst all our learners the value of volunteering and 

service to others. Our charity work confirms this and this term alone we have raised 

monies to support Macmillan Nurses, children with genetic conditions, Save the Children, 

NSPCC and our own Larkin family. Our “Together We CAN” appeal has completely 
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smashed our previous record, with over 2,570 cans of food donated to support families 

this Christmas.  What an achievement! We also held a lovely Christmas Coffee Morning 

for the more senior members of our local community 

Our brilliant staff continue to go the extra mile. This term we have been able to offer many 

enrichment opportunities including: year 7 Residential, GCSE Geography Field trip to 

Salford Quays,  PE visit to  Manchester United, GCSE Drama trip to “Guys and Dolls” at 

Pendleton College, writing workshop at John Ryland’s Library, SET year 10 Graduation 

Ceremony at Keele University, Barcelona Trip, Bolton Cineworld visit, to name but a few! 

Miss Gallagher, our Drama teacher, organised our first ever “Unsworth’s Got Talent” 

night. What a fantastic array of talent we were treated to! Well done to all our performers, 

you were brilliant! 

This academic year we have pledged to really work hard to drive up standards of literacy 

and promote a love of reading across the school. We have over 3,000 brand new reading 

books in our new library, which is open for learners to borrow books every lunchtime and 

after school. Miss Grimshaw, our second in English, organised a fantastic “Celebration 

of Reading” evening for our year 7’s and their families, with certificates for most improved 

readers, and readers who are making the most of the library and borrowing and reading 

lots of great books. We even had a special literacy Christmas tree with favourite quotes 

instead of baubles!  

We are committed to providing a wide range of personal development and character 

education opportunities. Research suggests that by doing this schools can help leaners 

to improve their educational attainment, self-confidence, engagement with school and 

attendance. Only 4% of schools in Bury have access to the Duke of Edinburgh Award, 

and it is thanks to Mr Swan and his team that we are able to run this course and ensure 

our year 10 learners have the chance to gain this prestigious award. Our year 11’s are 

actively signing up to the National Citizen Service, which really helps our final year 

learners build up their skills for work and life, take on new challenges and make new 

friends. The General Election gave us the opportunity to hold our very own Unsworth 

Academy General Election. All learners were given the opportunity to exercise their 

democratic right to vote and learnt a great deal about the election process. A big thankyou 

to Mr Orrell for organising this event.  I’m sure this will now become an Unsworth 

Academy tradition!  

Before we finish for the Christmas and New Year break, I do need to send out some 

important reminders to ensure that the Spring term gets off to a flying start. Learners must 

return to school on Monday 6th January 2020.  All learners must wear the full and correct 

school uniform, which includes school shoes, a school bag, a pencil case with the correct 

equipment and a school calculator. Jewellery (other than a watch) is not allowed. Please 
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ensure your child does not return to school with an extreme haircut, false nails or with 

any piercings, as these are also not allowed.  

We urge you to ensure your child has a warm winter coat. We strongly discourage the 

purchasing of expensive designer coats and we will not take any responsibility for their 

loss or damage. Hoodies are not allowed, and we do not want our learners wearing them 

as they journey to and from school. As per our school uniform checklist (which is on the 

school website), learners are welcome to wear a plain grey v neck (not black) traditional 

school jumper under their blazer. (In order to keep uniform costs down we have 

deliberately not commissioned an Unsworth Academy bespoke school jumper with the 

school badge on.) Trainers are not to be worn in school other than for PE lessons. A 

small but significant minority of learners are using the excuse that their school shoes are 

wet to wear their trainers instead.  In bad weather learners can wear their trainers to and 

from school to keep their school shoes dry and must be proactive in drying their shoes 

out overnight ready to wear the next day.  

Ensuring all learners attend every single school day remains a whole school priority. If 

your child is not in class, then they are missing out on their learning and will fall behind 

their classmates. We will continue to seek your support to ensure your child’s attendance 

is the very best that it can possibly be. Our Attendance Officer Mrs Rutherford will be 

contacting parents/carers to arrange face to face meetings either in school or at home, 

where a child’s attendance is a cause for concern.  

Finally, please can I remind you that learners must not use their mobile phones in school 

and certainly not to contact their parents/carers directly, and especially so if they are 

feeling unwell. Learners must inform a member of staff who will then assess whether 

learners really do need to go home or can in fact stay in school for the rest of the day. 

Thank you for your continued support. Have a restful and peaceful festive season.  

Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 

Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
 

mailto:information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk
http://www.unsworthacademy.org.uk/
//wolstantonh.sharepoint.com/www.shaw-education.org.uk/

