
I am absolutely delighted to inform you that, at our first Ofsted 
inspection as Unsworth Academy (November 2019), the school 
has been judged ’Good’ in all areas. We are thrilled! 
 
The report is  available on the Ofsted website, 
www.ofsted.gov.uk.  ‘Good’ has not been achieved solely on the 
findings of a two day Ofsted inspection. It has been achieved 
because of all the tremendous hard work, day in day out, of 
every single member of staff at Unsworth. It has been achieved 
because of the support and commitment of all our parents/
carers and academy councillors. It has been achieved because 
of the support and challenge of the Shaw Education Trust. It has 

been achieved because our amazing learners are truly proud of their school, want to do well and are 
responding brilliantly to our high expectations of progress, behaviour, attendance and uniform. It has 
been achieved because we, as a community, believe that nothing is 
impossible. 
 

We are proud that the people of Unsworth now have an officially 
’Good’ secondary school at the heart of their community. 
 

We will not rest on our laurels as a result of this inspection 
outcome. We are determined to become an Outstanding school, 

and a beacon of excellence in all areas. 

Thank you for your continued support.  Mrs Armstrong 

Keep up to date with Unsworth Academy 

We have experienced some fabulous events this term.  Please take a look at Twitter as we are 
continuously posting what our learners are doing both in class and as part of our wider enrichment offer.  

Also, do remember to look at the website which has all the relevant information you will need including letters 
to parents, term dates, upcoming events, parents’/carers’ evenings, uniform, School Gateway,  exam 
information, school meals and attendance. 

Should you need to contact school, you can either click on the ’contact us’ tab on the website or send an email 

to:  information@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk  -  we will ensure your message is directed to the correct 

member of staff.  

Polite Reminder 

• We would like to ask parents not to drive down or into the 
car park to drop/collect their child. 

• If your child has an appointment, please make sure they 
bring a note into school and have it signed by their Form 
Tutor. 

• Please avoid bringing items to the school office during the 
school day to be given to your child unless absolutely 
essential.  We cannot guarantee delivering these.  

• We also cannot guarantee delivering messages to your 
child in school. 

Trip to Manchester United 

Mr Farrell 
took a group 
of Year 7 
learners to 
Manchester 
United for 
their match 
against AZ Alkmaar. 

A great time was had by all! 

 



Student Personal  Medical Details 

Having current contact information is essential in times of an 

emergency or where a school wide message requires your 

attention. Please could you ensure that we have always got 

your up to date contact mobile phone number/s and email 

address/es. (Send us a message via e-mail (information 

@unsworth.shaw-education.org.uk / school comms / note with 

your child. 

To learn more about the General Data Protection Regulation, please visit the Information 

Commissioner’s Office website on http://ico.org.uk.  

Together We Can Appeal 

Once again we have 
supported  this very 
worthy cause and have 
delivered over 2,500  
cans to the local 
foodbank.  

Thank you to our 

learners and their 
families for contributing 
and supporting this 
worthwhile charity.  
Also, many thanks to 
the Co-op and the local 
community for their 
massive contributions.  

Digital Her Roadshow 

This Manchester Digital run initiative is a fantastic 
opportunity to introduce Year 8 girls to digital and 
technology careers.  A group of our year 8 girls had the 
opportunity to work with role models, get hands-on 
experience of working in digital and technology and 
build their  confidence through workshops designed 
and delivered by Manchester Digital businesses and 
sponsors.   

Trip to Pendleton College 

A group of Year 10 Drama learners went to Pendleton College 

of Performing Arts to watch a performance of Guys and Dolls 

on Wednesday 11th December.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The show was absolutely fantastic and our learners were awed 

by the performances.  The brilliant set and costumes really 

brought the theatre to life and learners felt like they were in 

New York in the 1920’s.  The learners were impeccably 

behaved and were a pleasure to take! 

Unsworth Community at 
Christmas 

On Tuesday 17th 
December, Unsworth 
Academy invited 
members of our local 
community to come to 
school for a community morning.  
Mince pies and drinks were served 
and some of our talented learners 
performed dance and music.  Guests 
were kept entertained throughout and 
then given a tour of the school. 



General Election 

Mr Orrell ran Unsworth Academy's very own General 
Election in school, based on Bury South.  Each party’s key 
priorities were outlined in whole school assemblies and then 
followed up in form time.  Form Mentors delivered more in-
depth explanations of what each party stood for and the 
candidates who were up for election, together with 
information on each party's manifesto. All learners entered into the spirit of it and 

placed their votes in the ballot boxes.  After the votes were counted and verified, Labour's Lucy Burke came out 
as the chosen Member of Parliament representing Labour for Bury South.   

 

NCS 

This summer Year 11 
learners have the 
opportunity to take 
part in NCS.  

For four weeks they will spend time meeting 
new people, getting a taste for independence 
and developing valuable skills for life. Help 
them realise their potential and achieve their 
future goals by heading to wearencs.com to 
find out more and sign up. They need to 
complete their application before 31st 
December to secure their place for just £30.  

Geography trip 

Mr Whittham 
took a group of 
Year 11 
Geography 
learners to 
Salford Quays.   
An awesome 
day was had 
with the 
learners collecting data for GCSE Geography 
paper 3 (geographical applications). The focus 
has been on the regeneration of the area and 
completing surveys, sketches and questionnaires 
to assess how successful it has been.  

Learners were fantastic on what was a very chilly 
day! Thanks to all the staff who helped out too! 
(Mr Stansfield, Mrs Atkinson, Miss Gallagher,  
Mrs Hutchinson & Mrs Slater).   

Our First 'Best in School - Form' for Data Capture 1  

As a reward for the best 
forms from Data Capture 
1, forms 9W, 10S and 11R 
all had a Domino's Pizza 
lunch on Friday 13th 
December.  

To be selected as the best 
form in the Year group, 

every learners’ 
attendance, punctuality 
and attitude to learning 
were taken into 
consideration, before 
calculating the best 
form in each Year 
group.  

Looking at all the empty 
boxes after lunch, the reward was well received! 

Duke of Edinburgh 

A huge well 
done to the 20 
Year 11 
learners who 
have now 
completed their 
bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh 
award after a lot 
of hard work! 
Learners were 
presented with their certificates and badges by the 
regional office for the DofE North, Pam Sleigh, in front of 
some very proud parents.  



Year 7 Residential—Culmington Manor  

81 Y7 learners embarked on the journey to Culmington Manor in 

Shropshire at the end of November for three days jam packed 

with activities. They were all wondering how they were going to 

manage without their phones! 

The weather had been very wet before we got there and it was 

freezing cold but didn’t stop them all trying their best, even when 

they nearly had their feet under water as they walked in a field. 

A brilliant adventure of climbing walls, crawling through the 

underground maze, archery, obstacle course, and orienteering 

was experienced by everybody! 

The food was lovely and there was lots of it! Everybody needed a hearty meal after all the activities.  

The aim of the residential is so that the Y7’s can make new friends, work together as teams and 

challenge themselves in new ways. Some of the children this year were 

afraid of heights or of dark spaces and yet had a go and challenged 

themselves. Some were tearful on the first night because they hadn’t been 

away from home but by breakfast the next day they had got to know people 

and were laughing with friends.  

The staff were amazing and I must say a big 

thank you for all their hard work and helping 

things run so smoothly. 

We were all tired when we boarded the 

coaches and were very lucky to have coach 

drivers who popped films on for the journey 

home! I bet everybody had a good sleep that night !!!! (Mrs Slater) 

Trip to John Rylands Library 

In November, the English Department took over 60 learners to a Gothic Writing Workshop at the 
fabulous John Ryland's Library in Manchester which ran over two days. Our young people got an 
opportunity to write 'in-situ' getting inspiration from the fabulous setting. The John Ryland's library is 
home of The University of Manchester's special collections  and was recently voted the most beautiful 
library in Europe. It was lovely to see our learners so inspired. 

Unsworth’s Showcase of Talent 

On Tuesday 17th December, some of our incredible learners from Years 7-11 performed 
and showcased their talents to a sell-out audience of supporting families and friends. 

There was a fantastic range of talents including singing, contemporary 
dance, musical theatre, pianists, gymnastics and acting. 

The learners have rehearsed for weeks leading up to the show and 
behaved like absolute professionals—even with technical issues! 

It was a huge success and many thanks to all those involved.  We raised nearly 
£200 towards our school production of ‘School of Rock’ through ticket sales and 
raffle tickets.  ‘School of Rock’ is taking place in February so don’t forget to get your 
tickets nearer the time! 

 



 

 Barcelona 2019  

On 18th October at 3am, 30 excited students turned up at school in the pouring rain looking 

forward to some fun in the sun! Miss Pickup, Mr Carroll, Miss White and Mr Allen took a 

group on a 4-day trip to Barcelona which turned out to be a fantastic and unforgettable ex-

perience for all involved.  

This Photo by 

Ready for take-off! 

Learning to be a Flamenco dancer! 

 As well as experiencing the culture of Barcelona, 
with the sight and sounds of a true cosmopolitan city, 
the students also enjoyed the aquarium, the 
magnificent views from Parc Montjuïc, the 
underground, the beach and even some tapas! 

іQué 
bien! 

http://the1709blog.blogspot.co.uk/2013_03_01_archive.html


Year 7 Reward Concert 

A reward concert was 

held for our Year 7 

learners with superb 

behaviour.  We were 

so pleased to 

welcome NXTGEN, a 

boyband who were 

semi finalists on ‘The 

Voice’ and were 

mentored by Will I am.  

It was a great show 

and even featured some of our learners who got up to dance and sing with the band! 

 


