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UNSWORTH 
ACADEMY 

 
Friday 6th September 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It is with a very great sense of pride and gratitude that I write to you at the end of our first week as 
Unsworth Academy.  And what a week it has been!  The new school building looks fantastic; the 
classrooms, the hall, the new dining room, they all look wonderful.  This is all thanks to the incredible 
hard work of our amazing team, who have worked tirelessly over the Summer to get the school ready 
for the start of the new academic year.  
 
On behalf of all the staff, academy councilors and Shaw Education Trust colleagues, I would like to thank 
all of you for the fantastic support you have given us with regard to the new school uniform.  The boost 
that the new Unsworth Academy uniform has given to our young people, our school, and the local 
community of Unsworth cannot be underestimated.  The rules regarding no jewellery, make up, or use 
of mobile phones are all being followed; learners have the correct school equipment, shoes and school 
bags. All learners have quickly familiarised themselves with the new school building and routines. 
Overall, a very, very pleasing start. 
 
This Summer’s GCSE results show another clear improvement on last year’s results.  On practically all 
key progress indicators we are once again the most improved school in Bury, and we will continue to 
build upon this success, year upon year, upon year. Our attendance figures are also up once again, 
putting us in line with national expectations. We are confident that with your support and your 
commitment to ensuring your child does not miss any valuable learning time, our attendance figures 
will improve again this year. 
 
Last Wednesday 210 new year 7 learners joined us, 63 more than this time last year. Everyone has made 
them very welcome and we are delighted they have joined our school, and the Shaw Education Trust 
family of schools.  
 
As a school we are committed to wrap around care for our learners.  From Monday 9th September 2019 
learners will be able to access the school site from 8am, either to go to Breakfast club or meet their 
friends and chat or play ball games on the playground.  
From Monday Homework club will run until 4pm each evening after school. Every child is welcome to 
access this extended school day; all that we ask is that you take full responsibility for your child’s safe 
journey to and from school at these times.  
As you know, expectations across our school and SET are extremely high. We will not settle for anything 
less than the highest standards of teaching and learning, progress, uniform, behaviour and attitudes. 
Being the very best that we can be is not up for negotiation at any level. And these extremely high 
expectations are driving up standards in all areas.  As we continue to raise the bar, we will of course 
continue to seek your support.  
 
The safety of all our learners is paramount, and could I please ask that no parents/carers drive down the 
approach road to drop off or pick up their child/children.  Please park on the main road.  Alternatively, 
your child can use the school crossing patrol and be picked up on Sunnybank Road or further down Parr 
Lane. If you are dropping off your child by car then please do allow plenty of time during the rush hour 
traffic to ensure that your child is punctual to school from these appropriate drops off points.  
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Whilst the new school uniform looks very smart, we do have work to do to ensure that girls who choose 
to wear the school skirt wear it at the correct length. In the past we have had to work together to 
support our girls to liberate themselves from jewellery and make up; we now have similar work to with 
regard to school skirts.  School skirts must be worn to their full length; they must not be rolled up or 
shortened in any way.  This is not only our expectation; it is what is expected of all schools across the 
Shaw Education Trust. Over the last few days the majority of girls have listened to and understood the 
rationale behind this insistence. We want our girls to dress in a professional manner; we want our girls 
to feel comfortable walking up and down the staircases and around school. We do not want high 
standards to be compromised in any way.  
 
The majority of girls to whom we have had to speak about their unacceptable skirt length have, albeit 
reluctantly at first, accepted the rationale for change. We understand that it is a change that they will 
find somewhat difficult at first; however, by the end of today we have found that it is the girls who have 
struggled to follow this rule who now look out of place. I know I am not the only headteacher writing to 
parents/carers about this matter.  Please re-affirm the reasons why we have brought in this change. If 
your daughter does not feel that they can adhere to this new rule, then they are of course more than 
welcome to wear traditional black school trousers instead.  
 
Finally, as the weather turns Autumnal, could I please ask that you ensure your child has a school coat, 
ideally non- branded as we do not encourage our learners to bring expensive coats into school.  
 
Please keep an eye out on our website for upcoming events on the school calendar. The following Flying 
Start Evenings are as follows and are for both parents/carers and child to attend.  
Year 11 Tuesday 10th September 6.00pm to 6.40pm 
Year 10 Tuesday 17th September 
Year 7 Monday 23rd September  
Year 7 Monday 1st October  
 
Open Evening is on Tuesday 24th September from 5.30 to 8.00pm.   
 
Monday 9th September is whole school photograph day and we are confident that all learners will be 
impeccably dressed on Monday and every day thereafter.   
Thank you once again for your support. Working together we will create amazing futures for all our 
young people. 

 
 
 
 

 
Mrs S Armstrong  
Academy Principal  
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