
Goodbye Castlebrook High School, Hello Unsworth Academy! 

Another fantastic year for us here in the SET Northern Region and we can’t wait to start the new 
academic year 19/20 in our wonderful new school. We have approximately 200 year 7’s joining us in 
September, an increase on last year of almost 60 learners, confirming that Unsworth Academy really 
is the school of choice. 
 

Leadership at all levels  has been strengthened this academic year. Mr Lamb, our SLT secondment is 
really driving student leadership opportunities, enrichment and rewards across the school.   
 

Next academic year’s move to organise learners in  year groups as opposed to houses means that 
from September, each year group will have a much needed identity and stronger leadership from each 
year group’s Head of Progress. This important move will swiftly secure even better outcomes for all 
learners across the school.    Mrs Armstrong 

Year 11 Leavers’ Assembly 

In May, our Year 11s had their Leavers’ Assembly which was hosted by the Senior Prefects. It was an 
excellent assembly which was enjoyed by all. 
 

Awards were given out to fellow learners and teachers.  Photos of events 
throughout the learners’ years at Castlebrook were shown—to everyone’s 
amusement! 
 

After the assembly learners signed shirts and wrote messages to their 
peers which can be kept and looked back on in years to come.  
 

The assembly was a huge success and was enjoyed by all. Many thanks 
to the Senior Prefects who put in a lot of hard work to organise the assembly. 
 

We wish the Year 11s good luck in their futures and we look forward to seeing them all when they 
come in to collect their exam results in August. 

GCSE Results Day 

GCSE results day will be 
taking place on 
Thursday, 22nd August.  
Last year’s Year 11 will 
be able to pick up their 
results from school 
between  10.00 - 11.00 am.  
 

Representatives of Holy Cross will also be 
attending to give course guidance for the future 
and support learners.  Learners who are unable 
to pick up their results in person should 
leave a letter requesting their results to be 

posted, together with a stamped addressed 
envelope at reception. 

New build 

We will be 
opening the 
doors to our 
new school 
building to 
learners on 
Wednesday 4th 
September and 
look forward to 
welcoming them 
on this date—
Year 7 learners 
will be arriving 
at 8.45am and 
Years 8-11 at 
9.45am.  
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Mr Fletcher receiving his award 
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Bury Athletics Championships 

Bury Athletics Championships took place at Bury Athletics Club on Tuesday 3rd July and what a 

wonderful day it was!  Castlebrook competed well in all events across the year groups. Matilda 

Rowntree showed good determination to finish 4th in the girls discus. 

During the morning track session, there were two excellent distance runs by Bradley Mundy and 

Meg Carroll. Brad achieved a strong 3rd place in the 1500m and Meg performed a strong run to 

finish 4th in the 800m.  

We performed well in the morning heats and the following pupils made their finals:  

 

 

 

 

 

Of the finalists Lewis Hughes ran an excellent race and showed great determination to finish 2nd in 

the 100m final. Well done to all the learners who represented school in the championships and for 

showing excellent sportsmanship throughout the event  

SET Pupil Voice Day at Walton Hall Academy 

The sun was out for our visit to Walton Hall Academy where we 
were able to work with other schools in the Shaw Education Trust to 
discuss and share our ideas. The day started with a meet and greet 
and learners from all schools were able to introduce themselves and 
their schools to learn about the diverse nature of Shaw Education’s 
family of schools.  
 

Once complete the fun activities began with 
quad biking round the school fields 
followed by a trip to the school’s own on 
site farm. After a superb lunch in the 
sunshine it was time to present our video to share the wonderful work 
completed over the academic year at Castlebrook. Learners watched 
other schools’ videos and discussed how their ideas could 
be implemented at   Castlebrook.  It was an entertaining and informative 

NSPCC Numbers Day 
Learners at Castlebrook raised a magnificent £360 for the NSPCC during the 
annual NSPCC Number Day. Learners participated in a Maths Treasure Hunt, 
a Maths Sequence Trail and fun Maths games in their lessons. The winner of 
the 'Guess the Sweets in a Jar' was won by Rahmaan . 

 
The COPE group have been planing and organising a 
charity event in School, as part of their Citizenship and 
the Community Module.  The learners decided to chose 
Bleakholt Animal Sanctuary as their chosen charity.  As 
part of the fundraising the learners made blue ribbons and 
cakes to sell on the day.  In addition to this they sold raffle tickets in the 
build up to the event in school.  The learners decided on this charity as 
they felt they needed to raise awareness of animals who have no 
home.   Well done for raising such a fantastic amount for Bleakholt.! 

 

Molly Strapps  - 100m Lewis Hughes  - 100m Ayaan Khan  -  100m 

Kayla Sharples  -  100m Josh Frost  -  200m  

Girls Relay  -  Year 7 Boys Relay  -  Years 8/9  

 

 

 

 

 



Barclays Life Skills 

LifeSkills, created with Barclays, helps millions of young people prepare for the 21st century 

workplace – inspiring them towards a better future and supporting our economy and society.   

The programme recognises that, as well as good academic results, young people need core 

transferable skills, from personal resilience to problem solving, to improve their employability and 

equip them for the future.   

The programme offers more than 65 hours of free 

curriculum-linked resources, covering CV writing, 

interview techniques, enterprising mind-set and 

21st century skills such as creativity to being pro-

active.  

LifeSkills helps educators to plan lessons and 

embed careers throughout the curriculum, as well 

as supporting interventions with groups that need 

targeted help to enhance their employability skills. 

Here at Castlebrook, five of our young people were 
involved in the intensive Barclays LifeSkills 
programme, all of whom successfully graduated. 
Below is a photograph of the Graduation held at 
the Elizabethan Suite in early July.   

Castlebrook’s 500 Words 

Mrs Leech runs a writing club in school and the focus of 
that club has been to enter the BBC’s 500 words. We are 
sure you know that this is a short story writing competition 
for children aged 13 and under. We submitted our stories 
in February (Mrs Leech is also a judge for the BBC) and 
we were lucky enough to have Olly Lomas’ story ‘Pine 
Tree in Chernobyl’ get through to the penultimate round! 

Mrs Leech has always been aware of the scale of the BBC’s competition and the very low chances of 
any of our young people getting recognition so she decided to organise our own ‘Castlebrook’s 500 
words.’ All the children who entered the BBC competition and more besides have entered stories, the 
criteria for entering and judging is identical to the BBC. 

We had over 30 entries and they were judged by all staff (including 
kitchen staff and cleaners). They were also judged by prominent business 
owners in the local community and this  created a huge buzz about 
literacy around the whole school. A shortlist of the 5 best stories were 
then emailed to professional poet, Oliver James Lomax, who with Mrs 
Leech’s help picked a first and second place; from which Abigail Mobey 
won the overall competition with Zaynab Mustafa coming second. 

The event culminated in an awards ceremony on Thursday 11th July in 
school.  Mrs Leech gave a short talk about the 
500 words and literacy enrichment,  Oliver 
presented and read some of his poetry and the 
winners announced. Parents of all entrants were invited and the stories 
were on display as well as photos covering the year’s literacy events.  It 
was be a fabulous celebration of literacy at Castlebrook. 
 

Many thanks to Mrs Leech for organising this event. 

 

 



Annual Castlebrook 7-A-Side Tournament 2019. 

The annual Castlebrook 7-a-side tournament once again proved to 
be a huge success with 4 local primaries in attendance; Bury & 
Whitefield, St Saviour’s, Unsworth and All Saints. There was great 
turn out from the primary parents who supported the event in their 
usual excellent fashion. 

The tournament was very tight this year.  The first round saw Bury 
and Whitefield play Unsworth. Bury and Whitefield’s skill told in the 

end as they produced a narrow victory. In the other match, The All Saints oranges took control and 
won the game 2-0. 

The second round of games were very similar to game one. The skills and determination from All 
Saints saw them comfortably beat Unsworth, putting themselves as firm favourites to win the 
tournament. St Saviours pulled off a narrow victory against Bury and Whitefield giving both teams 1 
win and 1 loss with an outside chance of the tournament 

The tournament culminated in a fantastic fashion. Bury and Whitefield facing an uphill struggle against 
All Saints who had been dominant in their opening two games. Bury and Witefield scored first, which 
put the whole tournamanet on a knife Edge. In the other game, St Saviours where playing 
magnificently and scoring a few goals giving them a real chance of the title.  All Saints couldn’t find a 
way past  Bury and Whitefiled and they won 1-0. St Saviours managed to score enough to win the 
league on goal difference. 

It was a very competitive evening with outstanding sportsmanship from all.  The Y9 sports leaders 
supported in organising the event which included including refereeing, taking training sessions, 
choosing the player of the tournament and handing out medals with Mrs Armstrong.   

Mrs Armstrong – Academy Principal, would like to 
congratulate all schools, players, spectators and Year 
9 leaders in making this a fantastic event. 

Many thanks to all those involved. It was a superb 
festival of sports. Well done to everyone. Mr Fletcher 

 

School Photography Day  

On Monday 9th September we will be holding our Whole School Photography Day where 

all learners will have their photographs taken.  They will have photos taken individually as 

well as a group photo in their respective Houses.  Your child will receive a proof 

photograph approximately one week after, together with instructions on how to pay. 

Junior UK Maths Challenge 

Learners in Y7 and Y8 participated in the Junior 

UKMT in May. This consists of a 60 minute paper 

full of problem solving questions. Our learners 

received a very impressive 17 certificates- 14 

bronze and 3 silver.  

A special mention to Ava Cooper and Max Blackwell-Pickup on 

achieving the highest score in Y8 and Y7 respectively. 

Trip to Manchester University 
Year 10 learners had a thoroughly enjoyable trip to the University of 

Manchester where they were exposed to A level and degree level 

Maths in everyday life - exploring the Maths of juggling, magic tricks 

and even a Rubik's cube. The learners gained a lot from the trip to see 

where we use Maths in the real world, with one learner saying 'it was 

the best trip they had been on!' 

 
 

 

School Trips 

Austria:   The next instalment 

for the Austria ski trip 2020 is 

£100 and is due on 25th July. 

PSV Eindhoven: The next 

instalment is £100 and is due on 

31st July. 



Year 10 Bury College Taster Day 

On Friday 28th June, our Year 10’s had a fantastic experience at Bury College. Prior to the visit they 
had chosen to follow the pathway of A-Levels or Vocational qualifications in subjects of their choice. On 
the day, they followed a typical college timetable including sample lessons, enrichment and most 
important, the experience of college life. Throughout the day, there was opportunity to ask questions 
important to themselves and their future choices. 

Here are some of the comments from the Year 10’s who went: 

“When you go to your different courses, it feels like you are actually in that place.  For example, I went 
to Beauty and it was laid out like a real salon so it felt more grown-up as they had spa beds and all the 
products on the trolleys at the end.” 

“Bury College was the most fantastic and mind thrilling experience I’ve ever had!  To be even more 
precise, it was better than Blackpool Pleasure Beach!  I had chosen 3 subjects:  Maths, Biology and 
Computer Science—all A levels for a more academic approach.” 

“I feel like I really enjoyed Sociology and Psycology and I will definitely be considering pursuing these 
courses in college.  I thought it was quite different to high school as it gave me the ability to discover 
adulthood more.” 

The Year 10 were a credit to Castlebrook on the day and it was capped not only by the lovely weather 
on the day, but a free ice cream for all attending. 

Book Club 

Castlebrook's Book Club 
attended the final of the 2019 
Bolton Children's Fiction 
Awards at Bolton School. They 
had the opportunity to get 
books signed, meet authors 
and attend work shops.  

Our book club was delighted 
when their favourite author Penny Joelson and her book 'I 
have no Secrets'  actually won the award.  

 

Chess Club 

Chess club has been one 
of the best attended extra 
curricular clubs this 
year—every Thursday lots 
of learners run to C1 at lunchtime to play 
chess against their peers and Mr Harter.  A 
special mention to Hayden Fitzpatrick and 
Ryan Brown for helping to organise the 
club and impressing Mr Harter with their 
chess skills! 

Student Leaders 

Next academic year we will launch our incredible programme across school giv-
ing learners the opportunity to lead in a number of areas. There will be a range 
of new roles including Form Representatives, Year Councillors, Subject and 
Sports Leaders. These will all feed into the reformed School Council whose ob-
jective will be to improve the school community for all. Look out for the wide 
range of leadership opportunities in September and get involved! 

Prom 

Once again, our annual Prom for Year 11 leavers was held in June at the 
Dunkenhalgh Hotel in Accrington.  Leavers arrived at school in various exotic 
forms of transport and walked down the red carpet in their smart and 
glamorous outfits.  Everyone looked amazing.  The weather was fabulous.  
Parents and friends gathered to see everyone walk down the red carpet to 
much applause! 

Congratulations to our Prom King and Queen What a great event! 

 

  



Please ensure all items of uniform are clearly labelled. 



Academy Principal's end of term letter to parents/carers 

Please do take the time to read this letter which contains a wealth of useful 

information for parents/carers. A copy has been e-mailed out and a copy 

put on the school website. Thank you. 

Farewell to staff 

We would like to wish all the best for the future to those members of staff who are leaving:   

Mr Wilson, Mrs Green, Mr Fuller, Mrs Mundy, Miss Moorby, Miss Knox,  

Mr Cowie, Mr Pearce, Mr Melia, Dr Colson and Mr McGreevy. 

We wish them all the very best for the future and thank them for their contributions to 

Castlebrook High School. 

Duke Of Edinburgh Bronze Award 2019 

Congratulations to the 21 Year 10 learners who successfully made it through the two-day final 
expedition, having completed the practice expedition a few weeks earlier. They managed to put their 
map reading skills into practice, navigate their way around the Rivington Area, which for some 
included having lunch at the top of ‘Great Hill’.  

The weather was on our side and we were able to enjoy the camping and some fantastic cooking!  

There was more than one wrong turn for all groups and for some quite an increase in mileage!  As 
well as teamwork, leadership and decision making there was a real resilience to overcome some 
personal battles in very hot conditions. A huge well done!  
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