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Regional Maths Challenge 2019 

Four students represented the 
school at the Regional Team 
Maths Challenge Final at 
Manchester Grammar School. 
They competed against 37 other 

schools by working 
together to solve 
mathematical problems 
which included a cross 
number and a relay race. 
It was a good day out and 

great to do Maths as a group in a different setting. 

Debating Society 

The Debating Society is currently very active. 
The squad of approximately 10 learners meets 
every Thursday and is run by Mr Fuller or 
assistant Shumi, our Debate Mate representative 
who is fantastic!  All attendees have grown 
considerably in confidence and technical ability. 

Every week we research and discuss challenging 
motions which link to a variety of social, cultural, 
environmental and political issues. We also 
practice rebuttals and work on building coherent, 
well-timed arguments delivered with passion. 

The session usually ends in a formal debate. 
There are 2 opposing teams of 4-5. Each speaker 
speaks for around 3-5 minutes. The winning team 
is congratulated and each individual participant is 
given specific, personalised feedback on their 
content and style. 

We are also involved in two external, national 

competitions. The first is the Urban Debate 

League (5 wins out of 8 so far) and the Debate 

Mate Cup (this will take place in April at 

Manchester University.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parr Lane, Bury BL9 8LP, Tel:  0161 796 982-, Fax: 0161 796 3380, 

Email: castlebrook@bury.gov.uk  Website:  www.castlebrookhighschool.co.uk 

Time Capsule 

On Thursday 14th February, pupils from 
Castlebrook’s primary network of schools visited 
the site of Castlebrook’s new £12 million school 
building to bury their time capsules. 
 

Mrs Armstrong welcomed staff and pupils from 
Unsworth Primary School, St Saviour’s Primary 

School, Mersey 
Drive Primary School 
and Bury & 
Whitefield Jewish 
Primary School. 
 

Each school’s time 
capsule was placed 
in the framework of 
the building ready to 

be buried under concrete in the walls of the new 
school, which will be known as Unsworth 
Academy and is due to open in the Summer 
Term. 
 

Mrs Armstrong stated 
“the primary pupils 
and their teachers 
were delighted to be 
invited to the new 
school site and were 
very impressed with 
the new facilities. 
Their time capsules 
will not be discovered for many many years to 
come, but when they do, they will provide a 
fascinating glimpse of life in 2019”. 

www.castlebrookhighschool.co.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Congratulations to the 26 learners who have completed 

their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. Parents and 

Carers joined Mr Swan and Mrs Hill at the DofE 

presentation evening recently to witness them receiving 

their award from Pam Sleigh, the Operations Officer for 

Greater Manchester. This signifies a great commitment 

from each learner to volunteer their time as well as 

develop themselves further through a skill and through 

a physical activity. All this as well as completing the 

expedition they all took part in last summer. Well done! 

Holocaust Memorial Day Service.—written by John Braithwaite 

This was it, the big moment that weeks of planning had gone into. A big event arranged by Bury Council to 

remember the Holocaust and tell the story of a survivor from Bury. The build 

up to this event started back in September 2018 when Chloe Farrer (Head Girl) 

and I went to the first information session about the Holocaust. This was an 

introduction about what was to follow.  

This was followed by another outing to another meeting in which a Jewish 

expert on the Holocaust came in and presented us with the scary facts of what 

happened in the Holocaust and just how many Jews were killed and how there 

are only a tiny percentage of the number of Jews before the war started.  

Then in January we got our scripts for the big event. We were going to tell the story of one of the Jewish survivors 

in Bury who experienced the horrible events first hand in one of the Jewish towns in Poland. The theme of this 

year’s service was ‘Torn from Home.’ The story we told with other High School students from across Bury was the 

story of a man who saw first hand the takeover of Germany and the increasing security on towns and cities 

until you were not allowed out of your town without identification. The only way he escaped was by not wearing 

his “Star” and telling the German soldiers that he was a travelling soap maker, 

this was all a lie as that is what his dad and grandad did in his home town.  

We also heard a first-hand account of the Rwandan Genocide and somebodies 

experience of that. Later, we heard Jewish songs, which were sung in Hebrew, from 

the Bury and Whitefield Jewish Primary School Choir. To finish the night, the 

Mayor of Bury Jane Black, who is a Jew herself, closed the memorial service with a 

speech on remembering the past and trying to not repeat these actions. 

Castlebrook supported Red Nose Day and raised a 
fantastic £322.73 for Comic Relief.  Various 
activities took place throughout the day which 
included a cake sale, a penalty shoot-out and 
‘Sponge The Teacher’. Many thanks to  Mr Swan 
and Mr Fair for being in the firing line.   A cake was 
raffled and the winner was presented with the 

winning cake by two of our learners.  Well done to the prefects who organised the cake sale and thanks go 
to all who bought and donated cakes.  Staff wore red and there were lots of red noses to be seen around 
school! 



Castlebrook once again put on a fantastic school production 
over three nights.  Primary school children were invited as 
well as parents.  This year’s show was ‘High School Musical.’  
Learners worked above and beyond to make the show a 
massive success.  Well done to all who took part with special 
mention going to the principals, Chloe Farrar (Gabriella), 
Hayley Archer (Sharpay),  Ray Smith (Troy) and  Josh 
Grenwood (Ryan).  Mr Cowie also deserves a massive thank 
you for his fabulous stage direction and  Halle Warren for 
her choreography skills and for working so hard to make 
this such a success.  Well done everyone! 



Austria 2019 

Over the half term break, 41 lucky learners enjoyed a fabulous, sunny week 
of skiing in the Alpine resort of Obertauern, Austria. Mr Peacock and his 
fantastic staff team (Mrs Clark, Mr Fletcher, Miss Osbiston, Mr Gilmore 
and Miss Sharp) were proud to see all learners on the trip graduate from the nursery slopes 
to the blues and red runs high up in the mountains. Along the way there were the usual slips 

and falls.  However everyone 
returned in one piece, with no 
injuries! 

As well as the skiing, learners 
and staff enjoyed a range of 
evening activities. This 
included the Winterfest ski 
festival, a highly 
c o m p e t i t i v e 
quiz, sports 

activities and the now legendary fancy dress awards ceremony; the Icicle 
Awards. Winners of the prestigious awards at this event included Kian 

Mungins for Best Skier, Chloe Farrer for Most Improved 
Skier, Bruce Rogerson for Most Forgetful and Most 
Accident Prone (a rare double win) and Oliver Johnson for 
Most Sleepy. The Best Fancy Dress award was a unanimous decision, won by 
Lewis McMahon and James Lee who were dressed as a pair of Peaky 
Blinders. Other fancy dress efforts were just as creative. These included 
Toy Story characters, escaped convicts, a zombie nurse(!) and the Year 10 
girls dressed as scousers. 

A big thanks to the staff team, who gave up their half term and helped to make the trip 
such a success. All of the learners on the trip were a credit to the school and 
they drew praise wherever they went, from the drivers, the ski 
company rep to the hotel staff. A big well done to all involved! 



Writing Club 

Castlebrook’s writing club has been a huge success this year with 25 entries for the BBC’s 500 words competition. 
There has been lots of engagement and interest in this and some really creative young people writing amazing 
stories, covering a range of topics, some exploring serious issues such as child labour whilst others having a 
supernatural or comic style to them. Watch this space for our very own 500 words competition! 

Well done to Mrs Leech who has been selected for a judge for the BBC’s 500 words. 

More success with many learners entering ‘Young Writer’s Mission Apocapyse’ short story competition. Three of 
our young people were winners of this competition and their stories have been published in a book. 

Book Club 

Castlebrook’s hugely popular book club are taking part in the Bolton Children’s 
Fiction Awards hosted by Bolton School. This is a fantastic event that runs all 
year with our young people reading and voting on a shortlist of books from the 
hottest writers of 2018/19. Many book club members have reviewed the 
shortlist and these reviews can be seen on the Bcfa website. Book club is also 

involved in making a series of trailers to help promote the books. It is lovely to see such 
engagement and passion for reading. 

Our book club are looking forward to attending the final in June at Bolton School! 

Creativity in English 

Both Year 7 set 1s have been reading Animal Farm and have produced some wonderfully creative and ingenious 
work on this subject. Many learners have produced film trailers, TV advertisements and 3D sculptures and models 
on the themes and characters in the novel. 

Our ‘brilliant’ young people’ 

Lots of work has been going on behind the scenes with a cohort of high ability learners in Year 7. These young 
people have attended a GCSE level writing workshop and are looking forward to experiencing two A Level 
standard courses at the John Ryland’s library in Manchester. 

Cakes and Classics 

What is there not to love about this ‘after school club’. A chance to discuss our favourite classic literature whilst 
enjoying Castlebrook’s very own afternoon tea. This year we have read and discussed Jane Eyre, Oliver Twist, 
Treasure Island and Sherlock Holmes, although we are not sure which is more popular, the cakes or the stories! 

World Book Day 

This year World Book Day was held on 7th March and staff and learners got involved more than ever before! 

On the run up to the celebration, learners took part in the Character Hunt around school, 
searching for the protagonists and antogonists in a range of books. The hunt continued with a 
search for Mr Orrell's (or should I say Grandpa Joe's?) 5 Golden Tickets that were placed 
around school for eager learners to find. 

As always, staff were dressed up as their favourite book characters; some of the highlights 
included Ms Lodge as The Hobbit, Mrs Armstrong as Tiny Tim and Mr Shabaz as Dumbledore.  

Learners discussed reading in their forms and took part in a quiz to identify characters and 
quotes from classic novels to modern day masterpieces. As well as this, Year 7 to 9 also took 
part in story telling day, listening to a section of a short story at the beginning of each lesson alongside lessons 
adapted to incorporate activities based on books - for example, PE lessons became games of Quidditch whilst 
History explored the 1920s through 'The Great Gatsby'. 

Overall, it was an extremely enjoyable day where all staff and learners celebrated the benefits and joy of reading.  

English Department  - Harry Potter Science Department—Harry Potter Curriculum Support—Where’s Wally! 



Motivational speech to Year 10’s 

Year 10’s were lucky enough to be 

inspired by a visit from Adam Corbally, 

an ex-Apprentice finalist, who gave a 

fantastic motivational talk.  Adam 

stressed how important life choices are 

and making the right decisions.  He 

said learners should be prepared to make mistakes and 

fail at certain hurdles but not take no for an answer.  It is 

important to prove people wrong and bounce back from 

set-backs.   

Adam is a successful business man and his entertaining 

talk left learners feeling highly motivated and ready to 

embrace their future. 

Careers at Castlebrook—Year 8 and 9 

Over the past term we have run a number of very  successful events for both our learners and parents/carers: 

Year 8 & 9 Careers Fair, Year 8 ‘World of Work Day’ and Year 9 ‘Careers Speed Dating.   

The focus of the events is to provide our young people with information, advice and guidance, looking forward to 
their career options for life after Castlebrook—a topic which can be very stressful and difficult 
to decide upon, hence our need to start the thought process well before Years 10 and 11. 

We would also like to thank the parents/carers who supported our first ever ‘Career Fair’ on 
29th February, along with the feedback on the event which will make it even more successful 
next year. 

Finally, a big thank you to the colleagues and businesses who participated in these events.  
They included: 

Holy Cross, NHS, Alliance Learning, Access Creative College, Barclays, Bolton College, The Manchester College, 
The Growth Company, The Army, Bury College, Hargreaves, DWP, Rathbone and Bury Football Club. 

Barclays Life Event 

On 14th February,  some of our learners attended a fantastic day at the 
Barclays IT Girls Allowed event developing our digital future, programming 
robots and code breaking. Superb engagement and teamwork from all and 
fantastic feedback from the Barclays staff – well done!  Barclays IT Girls 
Allowed. 
 

Year 8 learners visited Barclays Technology Centre in Knutsford to attend 
the IT Girls Allowed event aimed at inspiring girls to consider IT as a future 
career path. The day started with cake and an inspirational talk from 'a girl in 
IT' who explained her IT role at Barclays and her journey to get there. 

 

Learners then thought about developing their digital future and each came up with 
their vision of the future. There were some fantastic ideas from our learners and 
Watan was chosen to present her idea to the other groups. After a fantastic 
presentation she came a close runner up and 
received a small prize. The group then moved onto 
the robotics activity in which they worked in pairs to 
program a robot to follow a range of instructions 
which were then used to move the robot around a 
race track. After lunch we learned about 
Cryptography -  it's history and how important it is 

today. Learners then worked as a team to decode several messages in a 
competition against other schools. The group worked fantastically well together 
cracking many codes and came 2nd overall losing out by just 1 point.  
 

The group received many positive comments from the Barclays team about their 

engagement, teamwork and communication skills and had a fantastic day filled with inspiration for the future. 

Barclays Life Skills Event 

Learners took part in sessions around life skills to 

help raise awareness of key employability skills 

needed for careers. Learners attended the Barclays 

Life Skills event at Old Trafford and really enjoyed 

themselves and represented the school 

impressively! 



Careers at Castlebrook—Year 8 and 9 

This term has been a busy one in Science.  Miss Osbiston, with the support of Mrs Smith and Year 11 Ti Yi, ran several 
themed Year 7 Science Club sessions that included exploring the Science 
behind fireworks and making Christmas bath bombs.   
 

Mrs Hill kick started the Bronze CREST 
Award which has seen a group of Year 
10 scientists meet weekly to explore a 
project on how flour affects the rise of 
cakes.  This is an independently run 
project where the learners 
plan, implement and eat (!)  a detailed 
project that focussed on microwave 
mug cakes.  Next term the group should 

successfully be award their Bronze CREST Award - a nationally recognised 
qualification.  

Miss Clough has just started Eco Club, aimed at our Year 9 scientists, which should allow learners to look at how we can 
improve the school's environmental impact.   

In addition a group of Year 8 learners were invited to the RSC Chemistry Demo 
Show at the Bolton School.  This was a great afternoon out packed with bangs, 
flashes, cold, hot and colourful experiments and hosted by Dr Frank Mair from the 
University of Manchester (see our Twitter feed for a little flavour!).   
 

During the last week of term a group of our Year 7's were invited to complete in 
our first STEM Spelling Bee where the top 3 learners will be invited to compete in a 
regional round next term.  Alongside our lunchtime and after school Year 11 
revision sessions it has been an action packed term for Science and we look 
forward to continuing this with our Spring Term 'Science Week' next year. 

New build update 

Works are progressing well on site with the main build scheduled for 

completion in early June. The main operations currently taking place on 

site are the electrical commissioning, which allows the permanent 

lighting to be turned on. The decorators and other finishing trades are 
working through the building to complete the classrooms. Externally, 

the landscaping is underway with the tarmac works planned just in time 

so that they are brand new at completion of the internal works. 

The school will move across over the summer holidays and start the 

new academic year in the building in September 2019. Once the school 

has settled in to the new build, work will commence to demolish the 

existing school and this is scheduled for completion in January 2020.  

Eden Gardens Allotments volunteering 

On Friday 15th March, some of the project team volunteered at Eden 

Gardens Allotments, Whitefield, to re-build two of their raised beds so that the community and young people have 
a space to practice and develop their gardening skills. Recycled scaffolder boards from the project were used to 

rebuild the sturdy new beds, hopefully allowing the allotments to get many seasons out of them.  



 

School trips—Instalment Schedule 
 

Austria Ski Trip 2020 

instalments April to July 2019 

£100 by 27th April 2019 

£100 by 25th May 2019 

£100 by 25th June 2019 

£100 by 25th July 2019 
 

PSV Eindhoven  2020  

instalments April to July 2019 

£100 by 31st May 2019 

£100 by 31st July 2019 
 

Barcelona — October 2019 

Instalments April to July 2019 

£200 by 10th May 2019 

£165 by 26th June 2019 (final instalment) 
 

Details are also on the website 

Year 11’s only in school 


